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PREFACE. 


'T'HIS  book  is  the  substance  of  Addresses  delivered 
at  Bow  Church,  Cheapside,  E.G.,  five  of  them 
during  the  Seventeenth  Universal  Peace  Congress, 
which  was  held  in  London  during  the  last  week  of  July, 
1908. 

It  was  my  purpose  to  make  these  Addresses  frankly 
apologetic,  deaUng  only  with  facts  and  principles,  taking 
nothing  for  granted,  and  trying  to  forget,  as  far  as  I 
was  able,  the  proneness,  especially  of  Christian  thinkers 
and  advocates,  in  their  anxiety  to  keep  themselves  free 
from  the  suspicion  of  compHcity  with  the  idea  of  "  Peace 
at  any  price,"  to  make  their  agreement  with  war  and 
the  miUtary  system,  even  though  a  qualified  agreement, 
forgetting,  as  seems  to  be  the  case,  that  War  has  always 
to  be  waged  ai  every  cost. 

My  endeavour  has  been  to  set  forth,  with  due  clearness 
and  force,  the  truth  concerning  those  great  facts  and 
factors  in  the  world's  hfe,  which  are  working  out  the 
social  and  international  developments  of  history,  and 
creating  and  moulding  the  certainties  of  the  future. 
I  have  not  hesitated  to  avail  myself  of  all  helps,  either 
of  suggestion,  or  forms  of  thought,  and  even  of  expression, 
which  promised  this  result.  My  indebtedness  is  especially 
due  to  the  following  :   F.  W.  Robertson,  Sermons,  etc.  ; 
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the  Anonymous  Author  of  Christus  Futurus,  Pro  Christo 
et  Ecclesia,  and  other  valuable  works  ;  Stewart  and  Tait, 
The  Unseen  Universe  ;  W.  W.  Peyton,  Articles  in  Con- 
temporary Review,  The  Three  Greatest  Forces  in  the  World, 
etc.  ;  Dr.  J .  Oswald  Dykes,  The  Manifesto  of  the  King  ; 
Professor  Seeley,  Ecce  Homo  ;  Archdeacon  Basil  Wilber- 
force,  Sermons;  J.  A.  Froude,  History;  The  Expository 
Times  ;  H.  S.  Nash,  The  Atoning  Life  ;  Dr.  Leighton, 
Jesus  Christ  and  the  Civilisation  of  To-day  ;  Bishop  Gore, 
The  Sermon  on  the  Mount  ;  Bishop  B.  F.  Westcott,  Works  ; 
J.  H.  F.  Peile,  The  Reproach  of  the  Gospel;  Dean  Fre- 
mantle.  The  Gospel  of  the  Secular  Life ;  Frank,  The 
Kingdom  of  Love ;  E.  Worsdell,  The  Gospel  of  Divine 
Help  ;  E.  H.  Sears,  The  Fourth  Gospel ;  James  Martineau, 
National  Duties,  etc.  ;  F.  Denison  Maurice  ;  A.  M. 
Fairbaim  ;  R.  W.  Dale  ;  J.  Baldwin  Brown  ;  W.  J. 
Dawson,  The  Empire  of  Love,  A  Prophet  in  Babylon,  and, 
still  more  recently,  A  Soldier  of  the  Future  (a  dream  of 
the  present  day  Parousia  in  America)  ;  and  many  others. 
The  Addresses  are  given  in  the  form  of  their  delivery, 
some  connecting  hnks  indicating  the  line  of  thought  in 
the  author's  mind  alone  having  been  added. 

W.  Evans  Darby. 
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BOOK  I. 


CHAPTER  I. 

The  Nature  and  Need  of  the  Inquiry. 

"  And  the  work  of  righteousness  shall  be  Peace,  and  the 
effect    of  righteousness    quietness   and   confidence   for   ever." — 

Isaiah  xxxii.  17. 
"  Peace  on  earth  among  men  of  goodwill." — Luke  ii.  14. 
"  So  then  let  us  follow  after  things  which  make  for  Peace." — 

Romans  xiv.  19. 

'T^HE  convening  of  the  Seventeenth  Universal  Peace 
Congress  in  this  city  during  the  present  week, 
fixes  public  attention  upon  a  subject  which  has  been 
brought  prominently  before  it  of  late  in  a  variety  of 
ways.  In  the  Congress  itself,  and  in  meetings  connected 
with  it,  there  will  be  ample  discussion  of  the  practical 
side  of  things — arbitration,  international  law,  propa- 
ganda, organisation,  religious  effort,  and  the  like.  I 
propose  to  speak  about  the  "  forces," — using  the  term 
in  its  ordinary  scientific  sense,  which  are  urging  forward 
this  great  movement,  and  not  at  all  of  mere  theories 
or  creeds  of  religion. 

Professors  Tait  and  Stewart,  in  their  book  "  The 
Unseen  Universe,"  have  given  us  a  definition  of  "  force," 
and  at  the  same  time  warned  us  against  the  improper 
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use  of  the  word.  "  Force,"  they  say,  "  is  a  pull,  push, 
weight,  pressure,  etc.,  and  can  be  measured  in  the  ver- 
nacular of  engineers  as  equivalent  to  so  many  pounds 
weight ;  but  the  unjustifiable  use  of  it  applies  to  the 
work  done  by  a  force,  so  many  pounds  raised  so  many 
feet,  i.e.,  force  overcome,  through  space." 

The  warning  is  needed.  Students  of  natural  science 
will  appreciate  at  once  the  importance  of  the  distinction. 
"  We  know  a  force  only  by  the  work  it  does,  and  the 
work  is  the  equivalent  of  the  force,  but  the  force  and 
the  work  done  by  it  must  be  considered  apart,  as  two 
distinct  realities,  before  we  can  understand  them.  In 
other  words,  they  are  cause  and  effect,  output  and 
outcome." 

It  is  the  fashion  to  judge  of  great  movements  not 
by  the  circumstances  or  power  of  impulse  that  created 
them,  or  the  energy  which  is  carrying  them  forward, 
but  by  their  outward  and  visible  results.  The  work 
done  is  often  mistaken  for  the  force  which  does  it,  and 
the  attention  is  thus  diverted  from  what  is  essential 
and  important  to  what  is  secondary,  and  sometimes 
merely  accidental. 

Everybody  must  be  aware  of  the  remarkable  progress 
made  by  the  idea  of  Peace  in  recent  times,  and  of  the 
attention  it  is  receiving  everywhere.  The  nineteenth 
century  was  peculiarly  the  era  of  Peace  and  Arbitration, 
but  the  present  century  has  been  so  far  marked  by  their 
accelerated  progress.  This  progress  is  one  of  the  most 
prominent  features  of  contemporary  life,  notwithstanding 
the  efforts,  almost  frantic,  in  some  instances,  which 
are  made  to  keep  alive  the  military  cult,  and  so  to  preserve 
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the  domination  of  the  fighting  classes.  The  student  of 
current  history  cannot  possibly  miss  it,  'but  he  will 
drift  into  error  if  he  fixes  his  attention  solely  upon  the 
external  aspects  of  the  movement,  while  seeking  to 
understand  its  real  causes  and  propulsive  energies. 

There  has  been  of  late  a  striking  recognition  of  these 
forces  in  the  utterances  of  prominent  men. 

In  the  Congress  Sermon,  preached  yesterday  in  West- 
minster Abbey,  we  were  reminded  that  "  far  beneath 
the  surface  there  are  germinating  seeds  of  Christian 
truth  and  sentiment  which  will  prove  stronger  than 
armies."  The  Prime  Minister,  in  an  address  given 
at  a  banquet  of  welcome  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops 
of  the  Pan-Anghcan  Congress,  described  himself  as  "  one 
of  those  who  think,  at  any  rate,  that  they  can  discern 
behind  and  beneath  the  disheartening  spectacle  of 
mihtant  Christendom,  the  silent  movement  of  pacifying 
and  reconciling  forces."  Mr.  Asquith  was  careful  to  add 
that  he  "  was  not  speaking,  for  the  moment,  in  the 
character  of  a  pohtician,  of  the  treaties  and  inter- 
national understandings,  which,  happily,  are  year  by 
year  minimising  the  risks  and  narrowing  the  area  of 
possible  contentions  between  States,  but  of  far  more 
important  influences." 

The  Bishop  of  London,  in  a  memorable  sermon  at 
Westminster  Abbey  in  connection  with  the  same  Con- 
gress, which  he  described  as  "  soul-stirring  and  awe- 
inspiring,"  declared  that  its  great  lesson  was  that  God 
hath  made  of  one  blood  all  nations  of  the  world,  and 
that  by  it  "  the  dream  of  universal  brotherhood  was 
being  turned  into  a  reahty." 
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Professor  Caldecott,  in  an  article  in  the  Liberal  Church- 
man, has  made  eloquent  reference  to  forces  at  work, 
from  which  he  says  "  we  shall  look  for  an  increasing 
area  of  common  fellowship,  and  even  organic  union, 
in  the  years  opening  before  us." 

And  the  Dean  of  Westminster,  preaching  at  the 
Abbey,  on  the  occasion  of  the  Lambeth  Conference, 
on  the  subject  of  "  Christian  Unity,"  made  the  shrewd 
observation  that  it  was  "  not  schemes  of  reconciliation  that 
were  wanted,  but  apostles  of  reconciliation — men  who 
had  seen  the  holy  vision,  and  could  be  content  with 
no  other  ideal." 

"  Not  schemes  of  reconciliation,  but  apostles — men 
who  have  received  the  God-sent  vision  !  "  These  are, 
indeed,  most  needed,  for  consecrated  personality  is 
the  strongest  mediating  force  in  the  sphere  of  personal 
relations.  These  instances  are  sufficient  to  indicate 
and  illustrate  the  line  of  thought  and  inquiry  I  wish 
to  suggest  and  urge. 

Such  an  inquiry  is  rendered  necessary  by  the  insistent 
facts  of  modern  life,  and  is  so  for  a  right  understanding 
of  these  facts.  It  is  easy  to  be  mistaken  as  to  their 
relative  importance,  especially  under  the  direction  of 
the  prompting  Press.  Much  of  the  random  talk  which 
we  have  heard  about  the  alleged  failure  of  the  Hague 
Peace  Conference,  e.g.,  would  have  been  avoided  by 
a  better  understanding  of  the  character,  limitations, 
and  relative  position  of  such  diplomatic  gatherings, 
"  International  conferences,  councils,  congresses,  con- 
ventions, and  laws  are  becoming  more  and  more  frequent, 
more  and  more  necessary,  more  and  more  fruitful  in  their 
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consequences."  But  it  is  only  when  they  are  seen  to 
be  the  inevitable  result  of  a  number  of  predisposing  causes 
that  their  real  value  can  be  appreciated.  A  great 
movement  is  like  a  huge  railway  system,  with  its  manifold 
departments,  agencies  and  ramifications,  all  of  which 
would  be  useless  and  meaningless  without  the  dynamic — 
steam  or  electricity,  as  the  case  may  be — for  which  they 
exist  and  by  which  they  are  driven.  But  the  failure 
to  distinguish  between  the  driving  force  and  the  machinery 
driven  would  involve  fatal  confusion. 

Such  an  inquiry  is  necessary  for  that  optimistic  outlook 
which  is  the  condition  of  all  success.  Patience  and 
a  steady  persistence  of  effort,  especially  in  a  cause  which, 
in  spite  of  its  progress,  cannot  be  truthfully  described 
as  "  popular,"  do  not  spring  from  hesitancy  and  doubt, 
but  from  conviction  and  confidence.  The  law  is, 
"  According  to  your  faith,  be  it  unto  you."  If  this  Peace 
propaganda  be  nothing  more  than  a  poHtical  expediency, 
what  prospect  is  there  in  it  ?  If  its  success  depend  wholly 
upon  skilfully  engineered  machinery,  wherein  lies  the 
certainty  of  that  success  ?  But  if  it  is  in  Hne  with  eternal 
and  cosmic  forces,  and  with  the  manifest  purpose  of  that 
divine  inteUigence  and  supreme  benevolence  which 
made  and  governs  the  world,  what  then  ?  We  have 
another  criterion  of  judgment,  and  another  standard 
of  values.  The  mighty  stream  sweeps  seawards,  but 
its  progress  will  be  measured,  not  by  the  sunlit  ripples 
that  play  upon  its  surface,  but  by  the  strength  of  the 
current  surging  beneath. 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  Character  of  the  Forces  Making  for  Peace. 

T  DO  not  wish  to  under-estimate  any  of  the  forces, 
political,  economic,  or  social,  that  make  for  Peace, 
but  these  are  secondary  and  subsidiary  ;  the  real  d3aiamic, 
that  which  actually  does  the  work  and  produces  the 
result,  lies  farther  back,  although  it  must  be  said,  that 
even  if  the  Peace  of  the  world  were  nothing  more  than 
a  matter  of  political  expediency  or  economic  advantage, 
or  social  happiness  and  prosperity,  it  would  still  be 
one  of  the  most  desirable  objects  of  human  endeavour 
and  pursuit. 

When  the  founders  of  the  Peace  Movement  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe  began  their  work,  they  called 
their  new  organisation  "  The  Society  for  the  Promotion 
of  Permanent  and  Universal  Peace."  This  title  implies 
both  the  aim  and  the  inspiration.  They  did  not  for  a 
moment  imagine  that  any  little  organisation  they  could 
form,  for  some  political  end,  could  effect  the  changes 
in  human  nature  that  would  estabhsh  Peace  between 
nations,  or  that  any  mere  method  of  international 
agreement,  or  system  of  arbitration,  say,  could  set  up 
the  kingdom  which  is  Righteousness  and  Peace.  They 
knew  better  than  that.  The  evil  they  confronted  was 
too  deep-seated  to  be  reached  by  mere  human  effort. 
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They  knew  full  well  that  the  enormous  moral  change 
necessary  for  even  "  the  beginnings  of  Peace  "  could 
not  be  the  result  of  artificial  means,  or  produced  from 
without.  That  did  not  concern  them.  Wars  were 
possible,  they  said,  such  wars  as  those  which  at  the 
time  were  crimsoning  the  face  of  Europe,  because  certain 
vital  elements  of  Christianity  had  been  forgotten,  and 
their  business  was  not  to  work  out,  not  even  merely 
to  initiate,  a  new  reform,  but  to  remind  the  world  of 
those  forgotten  elements,  the  memory  and  practice 
of  which  would,  they  knew,  make  war  impossible,  and 
peace,  and  Permanent,  Universal  Peace  a  certainty. 
That  was  the  task  to  which  they  set  themselves,  and 
they  had  no  doubt  as  to  the  ultimate  issue.  It  was 
not  they,  but  the  forces  to  which  they  appealed,  and, 
by  their  appeal,  brought  into  operation,  that  were  to 
achieve  the  result.  The  name  of  their  society,  therefore, 
was  not  an  adaptation,  or  an  echo,  of  Kant's  immortal 
phrase  ;  it  had  a  nobler  origin.  They  were  not  trusting 
to  a  mere  organisation,  but  organising  in  order  to  attain 
an  ideal  purpose.  Their  movement  was  deliberately 
prophetic,  but  the  prophecy  had  its  foundation  in  history, 
and  was  rooted  in  faith — faith  in  the  Divine  purpose,  and 
in  the  forces  that  make  for  Peace. 

Events  have  proved  the  soundness  of  their  position. 
Thirty  years  afterwards,  the  survivors  and  successors 
of  these  men  issued  a  sort  of  manifesto,  in  which  they 
rejoiced  over  the  extraordinary  success  which  had 
attended  their  labours,  and  declared  that  the  time  had 
now  come  for  a  new  departure,  and  for  direct  efforts 
to  pursue  their  objects  within  the  sphere  of  practical 
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politics.  So  was  begun  the  present  popular  movement 
on  behalf  of  International  Arbitration,  which  is  meeting 
with  such  signal  success.  For  now  that  three  times  thirty 
years  have  passed,  it  is  possible  to  adopt  an  adaptation 
of  later  words  in  the  Premier's  speech,  already  referred 
to.  "  Surely  there  is  enough  in  what  we  see  around 
us,  in  this  regard,  to  quicken  the  most  lethargic  faith." 

It  was  inevitable  that  they  should  begin  their  work 
on  a  religious  basis.  Any  true  and  philosophic  view 
of  the  task  they  had  undertaken  would  necessitate 
that,  even  if  it  were  not  the  fact  that  they  were  Christian 
men  moved  by  loyalty  to  their  Lord.  It  was  a  work 
for  the  human  race,  for  men  in  their  corporate  relation- 
ship, so  to  speak,  and  was  bound  to  be  rehgious  in  its 
spirit  and  aims.  Anything  else  would  have  been,  would 
be  still,  wholly  inadequate.  The  simplest  consideration 
of  the  case  will  show  this,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the 
propriety  of  speaking  of  the  "  forces  "  they  invoked.  For 
"  the  higher  nature,  by  which  men  are  removed  far 
from  the  sentient  world  below  them,  may  be  said  to 
be  layered — to  speak  in  terms  of  biology — with  three 
main  faculties.  The  reasoning  faculty  translates  the 
world  of  sense  to  us  ;  the  ethical  faculty  communicates 
with  human  society  ;  the  religious  faculty  communicates 
with  supernatural  society."  But  these  faculties  are  not 
separated — as  if  they  were  shut  off  from  each  other 
in  watertight  compartments.  They  co-operate  :  there 
is  perpetual  inter-play  ;  and  all  the  complex  variety 
of  human  life  on  the  globe  is  the  result. 

Foremost  of  these  faculties,  of  course,  are  the  religious 
and  ethical,  for  these  are  peculiar  to  men  as  men.     Highest 
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of  all  is  the  religious  faculty,  which  in  its  operation 
is,  or  should  be,  inclusive  of  the  ethical.  The  religious 
elements  in  human  society  are,  therefore,  of  most  conse- 
quence from  the  standpoint  of  practical  achievement. 
A  percipient  common  sense,  to  say  nothing  of  the  rehgious 
instinct,  would  pounce  upon,  and  harness  for  its  use, 
the  religious  forces  first  of  all. 

In  judging  of  the  religious  faculty,  and  its  environment 
and  activity,  we  have  to  deal  with  the  action  and  reaction 
of  forces. 

It  is  not  so  much  the  religious  beliefs,  rites,  customs, 
that  we  have  to  take  into  account,  although  it  is  what 
we  have  chiefly  in  mind  when  we  treat  of  the  religious 
element  in  human  life,  but  the  forces  which  are  behind, 
and  which  really  govern  men's  relations  to  each  other. 
Those  are  of  the  intellect,  and  are  the  Hterary  or  artistic 
expressions,  with  indifferent  success,  of  the  operation 
of  these  forces.  We  have  to  go  behind  the  facts  which 
the  religious  faculty  has  produced,  and  which  have 
ruled  the  entire  field  of  history,  in  order  to  find  the 
forces  which  have  shaped  these  facts.  In  the  rehgious 
faculty  itself  there  is  an  internal  vital  force — its 
own  force  ;  and  there  are  external  environing  forces, 
sohciting  and  stimulating  the  faculty.  In  this  inter- 
action we  have  the  events,  the  changes,  the  crises  of 
history. 

It  goes  without  saying,  therefore,  that  any  wise  and 
practical  work  for  International  Peace  must  not  only 
be  in  harmony  with  these  interacting  forces,  but  must 
work  through  the  rehgious  faculty,  which  is  the  shaping 
and  ruling  force  in  human  history. 
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A  Peace  Society  which  does  not  adopt  this  as  its 
working  method  is  both  anomalous  and  inefficient. 
It  is,  to  use  a  common  expression,  hke  the  play  of 
"  Hamlet  "  with  Hamlet  left  out,  and  without  its  most 
effective  and  necessary  instrument  cannot  hope  to 
achieve  a  large  and  lasting  result. 

But  in  making  its  appeal  to  the  religious  faculty, 
and  in  seeking  to  use  its  interacting  forces,  it  will  take 
for  its  guidance  and  inspiration  the  history  already  shaped 
and  fashioned  by  these  means. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  therefore,  the  Peace  movement 
had  its  origin  in  the  far  past.  It  was  not  merely  the 
Christian  but  the  Hebrew  ideal  of  Peace  which  the 
founders  adopted  and  set  out  to  establish.  They  had 
caught  a  glimpse  of  the  "  God-sent  vision "  of  the 
ancient  seers  of  Israel,  who  have  been  described  as 
"  a  series  of  the  most  splendid  rehgious  personalities 
known  to  any  religion  ;    it  has  no  parallel  anywhere." 

"  One  feature,"  says  Dr.  A.  M.  Fairbairn,  "  as  extra- 
ordinary as  it  was  singular,  marked  the  whole  series 
— they  all  marched  right  onward  with  their  faces  turned 
towards  the  future."  "  The  ideals  of  historic  religions," 
he  adds,  pointing  out  a  striking  contrast,  "  lie  in  the 
past ;  their  saints  are  behind  them.  They  live  by 
faith  in  what  has  been,  admire  and  imitate  the  father 
or  teacher,  apostle  or  prophet,  who  gave  them  birth. 
But  the  ideals  of  Israel  all  lay  before  him.  The  typical 
servant  of  God  was  one  who  had  yet  to  be  ;  the  day  of 
Jehovah  was  a  day  still  to  come.  The  rchgions  that  look 
backward  have  no  hope  beyond  themselves  ;  the  religion 
that  looked  forward  was  prophetic,  believed  in  a  God 
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who  lived,  who  had  ends  and  purposes  that  widened  with 
the  process  of  the  suns,  and  whose  kingdom  of  Righteous- 
ness and  Peace  they  had  confidence  would  be  established 
on  this  earth. 

Another  peculiarity  of  these  ancient  "  seers "  is 
indicated  by  their  very  title — which  even  at  the  time 
of  the  final  revision  of  the  First  Book  of  Samuel  was 
obsolete,  and  had  to  be  explained  (chap.  ix.  9)  ;  it 
was  their  marvellous  insight  (the  true  poet  is  always 
a  "  seer  ") — their  clear  perception  of  the  forces  which 
were  actually  controUing  human  life,  and  preparing 
the  future  of  which  they  dreamed. 

Take  this  question  of  International  Peace.  One 
of  the  many  utterances  on  the  subject — utterances 
that  became  stronger  and  clearer  after  the  failure  of  the 
Hebrew  theocracy  under  Samuel — is  that  of  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  who  prophesied,  you  will  remember,  at  a  most 
unlikely  period  so  far  as  the  hope  of  International  Peace 
was  concerned.  It  was  at  the  time  when  the  great 
world-power  of  Assyria,  in  some  respects  a  prototype 
of  modem  world-powers,  was  pursuing  its  course  of 
conquest,  and  like  a  ravening  "wolf"  (to  recall  Byron's 
figure)  was  harrying  the  folds  of  the  various  nationalities 
of  the  ancient  world.  Looking  out  and  beyond  the 
conflict  and  confusion,  the  prophet  foretells  a  time 
of  peace  and  prosperity,  of  juridical  order,  and  righteous 
action,  and  announces,  "  And  the  work  of  righteousness 
shall  be  peace  ;  and  the  effect  of  righteousness  quietness 
and  confidence  for  ever." 

Here  the  first  thing  to  be  noted  is  that,  in  the  prophet's 
conception,  peace  between  man  and  man  is  not  an  acci- 
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dental  thing,  a  mere  happening ;  something  that  comes 
without  effort,  or  by  chance  ;  it  is  a  work — an  effect  follow- 
ing an  efficient  cause,  righteousness — not  a  negation  or 
a  subUme  passivity,  but  the  result  of  positive  effort, 
the  outworking  of  an  active  force  reaching  an  invariable 
result :    "  For  ever,"  i.e.,  always. 

It  is  sometimes  objected  to  the  alleged  extreme  positions 
of  the  peace  advocate,  that  much  more  is  needed  for  a 
state  of  peace  than  non-resistance,  or  mere  passivity ; 
that  the  peace  which  is  a  mere  negation  is  both  un- 
desirable and  mischievous,  and  that  for  the  vigour  and 
development  of  the  human  faculties  it  is  fatal ;  that 
Peace  itself,  unless  it  be  strenuous  and  progressive,  may 
end  in  stagnation  worse  than  War  : — 

To  stagnate  in  the  weeds  of  sloth, 
Or  any  want-begotten  rest. 

The  objection,  if  it  were  apphcable,  would  be  valid ; 
but  it  is  inapplicable,  and  arises  from  misconception. 

The  peace  we  advocate  is  not  the  negative,  nerveless 
thing  it  is  sometimes  represented  as  being.  It  involves 
care  and  effort  for  its  attainment  ;  it  needs  the  active 
virtues  for  its  maintenance.  "  Peace  hath  her  victories 
no  less  renowned  than  war."  "  It  is  not,"  as  F.  W. 
Robertson  says,  "  the  cattle  browsing  lazily  in  the 
meadow,  but  the  eagle  soaring  aloft  on  fixed  pinion, 
that  is  the  true  symbol  of  rest."  It  is  not  a  society  sunk 
in  sloth  and  servitude  that  is  the  true  symbol  of  Peace. 

Equally  wide  of  the  mark  are  the  extreme  positions 
which  are  often  adduced  for  the  embarrassment  or  dis- 
comfiture of  the  luckless  advocate.     What  would  you 
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do  with  the  detennined  burglar,  intent  on  annexing  gold 
and  diamonds  ;  the  footpad  who  steals  your  purse  or 
your  watch  ;  the  infuriated  maniac  who  runs  amok  ? 
and  so  forth.  The  actual  cases  are  not  quite  so  simple, 
and  there  are,  prior  to  every  war,  the  predisposing  causes 
and  the  preventable  incitements. 

"  If  you  want  peace,  prepare  !  "  Precisely !  the 
principle  is  involved  in  the  very  phraseology  employed 
by  the  supporters  and  advocates  of  the  military  system, 
among  whom  there  is  no  plea  more  common  than, 
"  If  you  want  Peace  prepare  for  War  "  {si  vis  facem, 
para  helium).  This  is  the  basis  of  modern  civilised 
society ;  it  is  the  sole  avowed  justification  of  those 
mihtary  burdens  which  are  exhausting  the  nations. 
"It  is  the  better  to  guarantee  Peace,"  said  the  Tsar's 
famous  Rescript,  "  that  the  great  States  have  developed 
their  military  forces  in  proportions  hitherto  unprece- 
dented, and  still  continue  to  increase  them  without 
shrinking  from  any  sacrifice." 

The  principle  is  a  right  one.  If  you  want  peace 
you  must  prepare  for  it.  Peace  is  not  an  accident,  but 
a  harvest — a  result.  So  is  war,  too,  for  the  matter 
of  that.  But  the  maxim  itself  is  false,  unphilosophical 
and  unpractical.  The  law  is,  "  Whatsoever  men  sow 
that — not  its  opposite,  not  even  something  hke  it — 
that  they  shall  also  reap."  Let  us  be  serious  and  sensible  ; 
it  is  futile  to  juggle  with  words.  And  let  us  clear  our 
minds  of  cant,  professional  and  otherwise,  and  be  honest 
with  ourselves.  In  what  sense  can  preparation  for  war 
promote  or  secure  its  opposite  ?  In  no  sense  whatever, 
and  we  know  it.     The  thing  is  a  logical  contradiction. 
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The  pathetic  plea  of  the  Tsar's  Rescript  points  to  a  prac- 
tical impossibility :  "  All  these  efforts,  nevertheless,  have 
not  yet  been  able  to  bring  about  the  beneficent  results 
of  the  desired  pacification " ;  and  never  will  be  able. 
In  human  affairs  regard  must  be  had  to  natural  sequence, 
to  necessary  connection.  Causes  produce  their  own 
certain  results  ;  it  is  for  us  to  discover  the  connection 
and  to  follow  the  sequence.  This  is  the  true,  scientific 
method,  and  anything  else  is  futility,  folly,  and  failure. 

Substitute  the  word  "  Supremacy "  for  Peace,  and 
you  will  be  nearer  the  mark.  If  you  want  peace  on  your 
own  terms,  and  by  the  enforcement  of  your  own  will, 
i.e.,  if  you  want  "  Supremacy  "  you  must  prepare  for  war  ; 
but  be  sure  of  this,  that  if  you  adopt  that  course  you  will 
get  war  certainly,  and  "  supremacy  "  perhaps  ;  certainly 
not — if  you  are  beaten. 

But  if  you  want  peace  you  must  prepare  for  peace, 
and  that,  too,  in  time  of  peace.  If  you  want  peace,  you 
must  ally  yourself  with  righteousness,  the  peace-producing 
force.  If  you  want  peace,  you  must  make  fair  dealing 
and  right  feeling  the  law  of  your  conduct  towards  other 
nations.  And  if  you  want  more  than  a  formal  peace, 
you  must  have  a  vigilant  and  vigorous  goodwill  as 
the  spirit  of  neighbourly  association,  and  friendly  inter- 
course, and  mutual  helpfulness. 

The  fact  is  that  at  present  the  nations  are  governed 
by  selfishness. 

So  grow  the  strifes  and  lusts  that  make  earth's  war  ; 
So  grieve  poor  cheated  hearts,  and  flow  salt  tears  ; 
So  wax  the  passions,  envies,  angers,  hates  ; 
So  years  chase  bloodstained  years 
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With  wild  red  feet.     So  where  the  grain  should  grow 
Spreads  the  foul  hemlock  with  its  evil  root 
And  poisonous  blossom  ;    hardly  good  seeds  find 
Soil  wherein  to  fall  and  shoot. 


But  the  remedy  is  simple  and  infallible.  The  work 
of  righteousness  shall  be  peace,  and  the  effect  of  righteous- 
ness, quietness  and  confidence — which  is  the  antecedent 
and  sole  condition  of  a  true  and  lasting  peace — invari- 
ably, always,  "  for  ever  "  ;  it  is  not  lapse  of  time  but 
necessary  sequence  that  is  meant. 

It  comes  to  this  then  ;  that  if  any  man,  or  any  nation, 
will  act  righteously  towards  others,  doing  the  just  thing, 
in  the  right  way  and  in  the  right  spirit,  the  result,  accord- 
ing to  the  necessary  laws  of  moral  action  and  character, 
will  be  certain.  Such  a  man  or  nation  may,  in  the  long 
run,  dispense  with  all  defences  or  weapons  of  a  carnal 
nature.  At  first,  and  especially  in  the  present  condition 
of  human  society,  there  may  be  some  danger,  perhaps 
difficulty,  it  might  even  be  disaster.  But  that  does  not 
invalidate  the  position  now  taken  ;  for  the  work  of 
righteousness  shall  be  peace — always.  And  there  is 
really  no  other  way  to  secure  peace. 

The  Divine  method  of  peace  is  one  through  all  the 
ages.  That  follows  from  the  fact  that  life  is  governed 
by  law,  and  that  God  and  right  are  unchangeable.  The 
great  word  "  Righteousness,"  always  associated  with 
Peace  as  cause  and  effect,  which  characterised  the 
Kingdom  of  God  in  the  Old  Testament,  has  an  equally 
prominent  place,  and  carries  the  same  associations,  in  the 
New,  "  Seek  ye  first  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  His 
righteousness."     The  Kingdom  of  God  is  not  eating  and 
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drinking,  "  but  Righteousness  and  Peace  and  Joy  in 
the  Holy  Ghost." 

But  it  has  a  new  setting  and  environment,  and,  as  befits 
the  rehgion  of  Divine  friendship  and  fellowship,  it 
becomes  more  personal. 

The  new  kingdom  was  announced  as,  "  Peace  on  earth 
among  men  of  goodwill."  I  am  aware  that  this  is  a  new 
rendering,  but  of  the  five  or  six  versions  of  the  angels' 
message,  in  Luke's  Gospel,  all  agree  in  combining  "  Peace 
and  goodwill,"  as  the  ancient  prophecies  did  righteous- 
ness and  peace. 

The  difference  between  old  and  new  lay  in  this,  that 
the  domain  of  moral  judgment  was  changed  from  the 
outward — for  law  can  only  apply  to  outward  action 
— to  the  inward.  Righteousness  penetrated  from  external 
conduct  to  inner  spirit,  "  As  a  man  thinketh  in  his  heart, 
so  is  he."  "  Not  that  which  goeth  into  the  mouth 
defileth  a  man."  "  He  that  looketh  with  evil  desire 
of  the  heart  is  guilty  of  the  wrong."  "  The  kingdom 
is  within  you." 

But  that  is  not  a  change  of  idea  ;  it  is  a  development, 
for  right  feehng  is  the  soul  of  right  action.  It  is  not 
the  outward  conduct,  but  the  inner  feehng,  that  is 
dynamical,  or  the  outer  only  as  it  is  the  expression 
and  embodiment  of  the  inner.  Treaties,  agreements, 
conventions,  rules  of  intercourse  and  of  judicial  procedure, 
are  indispensable,  but  without  good  feeling  they  do 
not  amount  to  much.  Treaties  may  be  denounced,  and 
often  are,  on  the  flimsiest  pretexts.  Hague  Conventions 
may  prove  abortive,  and  Arbitration  Courts  be  inoperative, 
until   the   spirit   of  sincerity  and  goodwill   is  breathed 


FORCES  MAKING  FOR  PEACE.  29 

into  them,  and  then  they  become  vahd  and  effective. 
The  principle  is  universal ;  so,  in  the  new  rehgious 
development  which  began  with  the  birth  of  Christ, 
and  in  the  new  world-order  in  which  it  is  to  eventuate, 
righteousness  passes  into  goodwill.  It  is  the  same  thing 
as  in  the  old,  but  with  a  new  face  and  new  force. 
''  The  law  was  given  by  Moses  but  grace  (unmerited 
goodwiU)  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ." 

In  its  final  analysis,  the  force  which  Christianity 
reveals  as  morally  active  and  supreme,  and  which  it  intro- 
duces into  human  relations,  is  deeper  still.  "  A  new 
commandment  give  I  unto  you :  that  ye  love  one 
another  as  I  have  loved  you."  "  Love  as  the  basis 
of  a  state,"  said  Emerson,  "  has  never  yet  been  tried." 
Love  as  the  basis  of  international  society  has  scarcely 
entered  the  wildest  dream  ;  as  the  principle  of  international 
association  it  is  scoffed  at  as  an  impossible  ideal  and 
ridiculous  idea.  Yet  what  is  the  testimony  of  universal 
experience  ?  Is  it  not  this  :  that  Love  is  the  supreme, 
the  all-conquering  force  ;  and  Love  is  the  unifying 
and  harmonious  principle  that  pervades  all  nature. 
All  experience  proves  its  power  ;  men  and  beasts,  the 
most  brutish  men,  the  fiercest  animals,  are  amenable 
to,  and  subdued  and  governed  by,  kindness  and  love. 
Force  can  never  produce  union;  legislation  cannot 
establish  social  harmony;  coercion  cannot  create  per- 
manent and  universal  Peace. 

Moral  beings  can  be  governed  only  with  their  own 
consent.  Even  our  Heavenly  Father  rules  His  children 
through  their  co-operating  wills.  "  Workout,"  for  it  is  God 
who  works  within.     The  ultimate  appeal  of  kings  is  to 
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the  sword  ;  the  ultimate  appeal  of  aU  true  and  successful 
rule  is  to  love.  But  love  springs  only  from  a  conscious 
condition  of  equality,  freedom,  and  harmony.  The  lash 
of  the  master,  the  authority  of  the  judge,  the  disciphne 
or  domination  of  the  soldier,  can  never  be  effectually 
substituted  for  the  sincere  promptings  of  the  heart. 
What  is  it  that  controls  a  man's  relations  to  his  fellow- 
man  ?  Is  it  not  the  spirit  he  bears  towards  him  ?  What 
is  it  that  really  directs  all  a  man's  conduct,  is  it  not 
the  spirit  that  rules  within  him  ? 

It  is  no  wonder  that  we  hear  of  wars  and  rumours 
of  wars — social  and  international.  The  marvel  would 
be  not  to  hear  of  them  as  things  are.  But  they  are 
changing.  In  human  progress  there  is  hope.  And  the 
time  is  coming  when  Love  shall  be  recognised  as  a  social 
principle  and  an  international  law  ;  not  a  mere  sentiment 
or  prophecy,  but  a  principle  and  a  realisation.  We  shall 
some  time  learn  that  Love  is  the  one  and  only  force  that 
can  finally  adjust  all  social  disputes  and  discrepancies, 
and  establish  that  condition  of  peace  and  harmony 
in  society  for  which  all  earnest  souls  have  yearned, 
and  that  will  bring  and  bind  nations  together  in  a  new 
and  unique  federation. 

But  let  us  not  forget  either  that  the  spirit  that 
rules  begets  a  spirit  hke  unto  itself.  Anger  gives  birth 
to  anger.  Hate  begets  hate.  Suspicion  and  fear 
create  distrust  and  anxiety.  Love  alone  banishes  fear, 
mistrust  and  hate,  and  creates  confidence  and  goodwill 
for  all. 

If  you  want  peace,  then,  you  must  seek  it  by  Love  ; 
only  when  this  is  done,  by  rulers  and  governors  of  society, 
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will  social  integrity  and  peace  prevail.  The  Federation 
of  the  World  which  is  not  the  federation  of  the  hearts 
and  wills  of  men,  will  not  amount  to  much.  Only  when 
the  Law  of  Love  is  realised,  and  become  manifest  in  inter- 
national relations,  will  permanent  peace  be  established,  in- 
ternational war  rendered  impossible,  and  universal  dis- 
armament become  an  accomplished  fact.  Until  then  no 
millenium  need  be  anticipated ;  but  when  Love  has 
become  the  universal  law  it  will  be  found  that  the  mil- 
lenium is  already  here. 

Righteousness,  Goodwill  and  Love  ;  but  these  three 
are  one.  Love,  which  has  its  source  in  God,  is  the  force 
of  the  divine  nature  actingupon,  and  within,  and  through, 
the  responsive  nature  of  man ;  Goodwill  is  love  in 
expression  ;  Righteousness  is  love  in  action.  They  are 
inseparable — a  trinity  of  force,  the  resultant  of  all  the 
forces  that  make  for  peace.  And  the  trinity,  hke  God, 
is  omnipotent. 

Righteousness,  Goodwill,  Love — these  three,  but 
the  greatest  of  these  is  Love,  for  it  is  the  soul  and  source 
of  the  other  two. 

Our  late  poet  Tennyson's  confidence  in  love,  as  a 
guardian  of  personal  safety  and  social  peace,  was  ex- 
pressed in  words  with  which  all  are  familiar.  Permit 
me  to  quote  them,  and  if  you  say  to  me  that  poetry  is 
not  practical  politics,  my  answer  is,  that  poetry  has  to  do 
with  ideals,  and  ideals  are  but  the  highest  forms  of  the 
actual. 

Ideals  are  the  ultimate  politics,  and  poetry  is  the 
language  of  the  highest,  which  is,  in  its  issue,  the  most 
practical  truth.     Tennyson  says  : — 
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Love  is  and  was  my  King  and  Lord, 

And  will  be,  though  as  yet  I  keep 

Within  his  court  on  earth,  and  sleep 
Encompass'd  by  his  faithful  guard. 

And  hear  at  times  a  sentinel 

Who  moves  about  from  place  to  place. 
And  whispers  to  the  worlds  of  space. 

In  the  deep  night,  that  all  is  well. 

And  all  is  well,  though  faith  and  form 

Be  sundered  in  the  night  of  fear  ; 

Well  roars  the  storm  to  those  that  hear 
A  deeper  voice  across  the  storm, 

Proclaiming  social  truth  shall  spread, 

And  justice,  e'en  though  thrice  again 

The  red  fool-fury  of  the  Seine 
Should  pile  her  barricades  with  dead. 

Love  is  universal  King  and  Lord.  His  couriers  carry 
his  behests  to  all  regions.  His  ambassadors  are  resident 
in  all  spheres.  His  sentinels  keep  faithful  and  perpetual 
watch  and  ward,  and  whisper  in  the  darkest  night  that 
all  is  well.  And  ever  across  the  storm  of  fierce  debate 
and  conflicting  interests  and  passions,  of  mimic  warfare 
or  even  the  clash  of  arms,  the  deeper  voice  proclaims 
to  the  waiting  worlds  that  social  truth  and  justice  shall 
spread,  and  righteousness  flourish  ;  that  goodwill  shall 
grow,  love  shall  triumph,  and  peace  prevail,  even  though 
yet,  thrice  three  thousand  times,  the  red  fool-fury  of  grim 
war  should  heap  her  holocausts  of  dead. 

So  then  let  us  follow  after  the  things  that  make  for 
Peace,  and  let  us  put  ourselves  in  line  with  the  forces 
that  are  working  it  out  among  men. 


CHAPTER  III. 
The  Authority  of  Christ's  Teaching. 

"  To  this  end  was  I  born,  and  for  this  cause  I  have  come  into 
the  world,  that  I  should  bear  witness  to  the  truth.  Everyone 
who  is  of  the  truth  heareth  my  voice." — John  xviii.  ^7. 

npHE  rule  of  life  for  Christian  souls,  both  as  individuals, 
and  in  their  corporate  capacity,  is,  of  course, 
derived  from  their  Lord  and  Master,  Jesus  Christ.  What 
He  said  is  final ;  what  He  commanded  must  be  obeyed. 
Only  in  so  far  as  we  admit  this  are  we  His  followers. 
"  If  ye  love  Me,"  He  said,  "  ye  will  keep  My  command- 
ments. .  .  .  If  a  man  love  Me  he  will  keep  My  word  ; 
[but]  He  that  loveth  Me  not  keepeth  not  My  words." 
"  Not  every  one  that  saith  unto  Me,  '  Lord,  Lord,* 
shall  enter  into  the  Kingdom  ;  but  he  that  doeth  the 
will  of  My  Father,  which  is  in  heaven." 

Here  the  problem  is,  whether  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
are  really  practical,  or  whether,  as  generally  maintained, 
even  by  Christians  themselves,  they  are  mere  counsels 
of  perfection,  which  cannot  have  even  a  prominent 
place  in  the  Christian  creeds,  and  are  almost  universally 
omitted  from  Christian  practice.  It  hsis  been  thus 
stated  {Christus  Futures,  p.  282);  "  The  question  really 
resolves  itself  into  this,  '  Is  it  evidence  of  a  sound  mind 
to  repeat  the  Christian  creeds  and  believe  that  Jesus, 
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although  '  very  God  of  very  God,'  spoke  at  times  as  an 
unpractical  visionary  ?  that  He  who  said,  '  Let  your 
communication  be  Yea  and  Nay  :  for  whatsoever  is 
more  than  these  is  of  the  evil,'  launched  into  the  world 
wild  promises  which  cannot  in  the  nature  of  things 
be  fulfilled  ?  Or  is  it  more  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
He  whom  we  worship  may  have  had  more  common 
sense  than  we  have  yet  acquired  ? "  Perhaps,  the 
real  statement  of  the  question  is,  How  far  are  the  teach- 
ings of  Jesus  in  harmony  with  the  facts  of  life  and  the 
universe  ?    The  question  is  both  vital  and  pressing. 

The  nature  of  this  teaching  was  admirably  described 
by  Robertson  of  Brighton,  in  his  memorable  sermon 
on  "  The  Kingdom  of  the  Truth,"  which  still  remains 
the  classic  exposition  of  our  Lord's  answer  to  Pilate. 
Some  of  his  thoughts  bearing  on  our  question  may  be 
recalled,  especially  since  they  are  essential  in  this  dis- 
cussion. The  whole  fabric  of  the  Christian  rehgion, 
he  affirms,  rests  on  the  monarchy  of  Christ.  ' '  The  Hebrew 
prisoner,  who  stood  before  the  Roman  judge,  claimed 
to  be  the  King  of  men,  and  eighteen  centuries  have  only 
verified  His  claim.  There  is  not  a  man  bearing  the 
Christian  name  who  does  not,  in  one  form  or  another, 
acknowledge  Him  to  be  the  Sovereign  of  his  soul." 

It  is  simple  historical  fact  that  Jesus  was  crucified 
on  the  charge  that  He  claimed  to  be  a  king ;  the 
superscription  nailed  upon  the  Cross  for  ever  testifies 
to  that. 

Unlike  all  temporal  sovereignties,  however.  His  title 
did  not  rest  upon  Force.  "  Had  the  Messiah  founded 
His  Kingdom  upon  the  basis  of  Force,  He  would  simply 
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have  been  a  rival  of  the  Caesars.  The  imperial  power 
of  Rome  rested  on  that  principle.  This  was  all  that 
Pilate  meant  at  first  by  the  question,  Art  Thou  a  king  ? 
As  a  Roman  he  had  no  other  conception  of  rule.  But 
the  strength  of  the  iron  kingdom  was  wasting  when 
these  words  were  spoken.  The  empire  of  strength  was 
passing  away  ;  for  no  Kingdom  founded  on  force  is 
destined  to  permanence.  They  that  take  the  sword 
shall  perish  with  the  sword.  Before  Pontius  Pilate  Christ 
distinctly  disclaimed  this  Right  of  Force  as  the  founda- 
tion of  His  authority." 

My  Kingdom  is  not  a  temporal  Kingdom,  He 
explains,  if  it  were,  then,  after  the  manner  of  the  tem- 
poral Kingdom,  My  servants  would  fight  to  defend  their 
sovereign,  but  now  My  kingdom  comes  not  hence. 

But  Christ  is  King,  says  Robertson,  in  virtue  of  His 
being  a  witness  to  the  Truth — that  is  the  basis  of  His 
kingly  rule,  "  Thou  sayest  truly  that  I  am  a  king. 
To  this  end  I  was  born,  and  for  this  cause  I  have  come 
into  the  world,  that  I  should  bear  witness  to  the  truth." 

"  The  Truth  "  here,  he  goes  on  to  explain,  is  used  in 
the  sense  of  Reality — the  teaching  of  Jesus  is  a  witness 
to  reality.  "'The  Truth'  is  an  ambiguous  expression, 
meaning  often  nothing  more  than  a  theological  creed  or 
a  few  dogmas  of  a  creed,  which  this  or  that  party  have 
agreed  to  call  the  '  Truth '  ;  but  it  would  rob  the 
Redeemer's  hfe  of  its  majesty  to  say  that  He  was  a 
witness  for  the  truth  of  any  number  of  theological 
dogmas.  Himself — His  life  were  a  witness  to  Truth  in 
the  sense  of  Reality"  ;  His  mind  and  His  teaching 
"corresponded  with  reahty  as  the  dial  with  the  sun." 
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But,  in  being  a  witness  to  reality,  we  are  to  understand 
something  very  much  deeper  than  the  sentiment  that 
He  spoke  trul3^  There  is,  Robertson  points  out,  a  wide 
difference  between  truthfulness  and  mere  veracity. 
"  Veracity  implies  a  correspondence  between  words  and 
thoughts:  truthfulness  a  correspondence  between  thoughts 
and  realities.  To  be  veracious,  it  is  only  necessary 
that  a  man  give  utterance  to  his  convictions  ;  to  be  true 
it  is  needful  that  his  convictions  have  affinity  with  Fact." 
The  distinction  is  just  and  important. 

At  first  sight  there  may  seem  a  certain  discrepancy, 
or  perhaps,  lack  of  connection,  in  the  terms  of  the  Lord's 
reply  to  Pilate.  There  is  none  really.  For  the  teacher 
is  always  a  witness.  He  cannot  be  anything  else.  His 
qualifications  to  be  a  teacher  are,  knowledge  and  the 
ability  to  impart  his  knowledge  to  others,  that  is,  to 
be  a  witness. 

And  the  teacher  is  king — the  ruler.  In  the  last 
analysis  of  things  that  must  be  so.  One  man  really 
rules  another  as  far  as  he  is  able  to  convince  the  judg- 
ment, to  enlighten  the  mind,  to  sway  the  will.  But  he 
must  know,  and  be  able  to  impart  knowledge.  The  master 
may  be  the  inventor  ;  but  the  inventor,  the  discoverer, 
is  not  a  Creator.  He  is  merely  a  perceiver,  and  a  witness 
of  what  he  sees.  "  What  I  have  seen  and  heard,  declare 
I  unto  you,"  said  our  Master  Himself. 

Men  are  moral  beings.  They  sustain  social  relations 
to  God,  to  each  other,  to  righteousness  and  to  tlie  moral 
authority  of  the  universe.  The  true  ruler  among  them 
is  he  who  knows,  and  can  bear  witness  to, 'the  truth  of 
their  being,  character,  condition  and  relationships.     So 
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that  behind  this  reply  of  Jesus,  however  it  may  strike 
us,  there  is  a  true  natural  sequence  and  necessary  con- 
nection. I  am  a  king,  for  I  bear  witness  to  the  truth. 
Again,  Robertson  has  a  special  illustration  of  the  dis- 
tinction already  noted,  which  is  important  in  its 
bearing  upon  the  use  I  wish  to  make  of  his  argument 
in  reference  to  the  question  of  International  Peace. 
"  It  has  been  often  remarked,"  he  says,  "  that  there 
is  a  great  difference  between  theological  and  scientific 
controversy.  Theologians  are  proverbially  vituperative, 
because  it  is  a  question  of  veracity  ;  the  truth  of  their 
views,  their  moral  perceptions,  their  intellectual  acumen. 
There  exists  no  test  but  argument  on  which  they  can 
fall  back.  If  argument  fails,  all  fails.  But  the  man  of 
science  stands  calmly  on  the  facts  of  the  universe.  He 
is  based  on  reality.  All  the  opposition  and  controversy 
in  the  world  cannot  alter  facts,  nor  prevent  the  facts 
being  manifest  at  last.  He  can  be  calm  because  he 
is  a  witness  to  the  truth." 

There  is  an  explanation  of  many  things  in  this  state- 
ment, amongst  others  of  the  varying  opinions  held  by 
the  exponents  of  Christianity ;  the  substitution  of  pro- 
fessional for  prophetic  power  in  the  pulpit,  and  of  the 
fact  which  is  so  frequently  deplored  that  the  Christian 
Church  fails  to  maintain  her  hegemony  among  the  forces 
that  influence  and  are  constantly  remoulding  Society. 

It  is  an  explanation,  too,  of  the  varying  attitudes 
held  by  ministers  of  religion  towards  the  question  of 
peace  and  war,  especially  when  that  question  assumes 
a  concrete  and  practical  form.  For  there  is  no  depart- 
ment of  thought  or  hfe  in    which    conventional   ideas 
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are  so  supreme  and  in  which  personal  factors  are  so 
insistent.  International  men  are  few,  cosmopolitan 
men  are  still  fewer.  Yet  Christian  men  should  be  both, 
for,  as  St.  Paul  declared.  In  Christ  Jesus  there  is  neither 
Jew  nor  Greek  (there  is  neither  Briton  nor  German), 
Barbarian,  Scythian,  bond  nor  free. 

In  the  sense  of  Robertson's  explanation  Jesus  is  the 
supreme  scientist  ;  for  in  the  same  way  as  the  man 
of  science,  "  but  in  a  sense  far  deeper  and  more  sacred, 
the  Son  of  Man  stood  calm,  rooted  in  the  Truth.  There 
was  none  of  the  egotism  of  self-conscious  veracity  in 
those  placid,  confident,  dignified  replies  before  Pilate." 
His  feehng  was  not  "  I  hold  the  Truth," — but  "  I  am 
Witness  to  the  Truth."  "They  might  spit  upon  Him 
— kill  Him — crucify  Him — give  His  aslies  to  the  winds  ; 
they  could  not  alter  the  truth  by  which  He  stood." 
"  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,"  He  said,  "  but 
My  word  shall  not  pass  away." 

The  teaching  of  Jesus  in  regard  to  war  was  absolutely 
unequivocal.  I  will  not  question  either  the  intelligence 
of  my  audience,  or  their  actual  knowledge,  by  assuming 
it  to  be  necessary  to  argue  out  this  point.  But  it  was 
not  by  single  texts,  or  isolated  precepts,  or  dogmatic 
statements,  or  formal  commands,  that  He  taught  men 
concerning  it  ;  that  was  not  His  way,  though  even  these 
are  not  wanting. 

He  bare  witness  to  the  Truth  ;  He  condemned  the 
passions  that  lead  to  War;  He  inculcated  the  virtues  and 
the  principles  that  make  war  impossible  ;  He  awakened 
the  sympathies  and  sentiments,  and  imparted  the 
Spirit  that  make  Peace  a  necessity  ;  and  for  ever  there  is 
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the  historic  fact  that  He  was  crucified  as  a  king  who  would 
not  appeal  to  force  for  the  defence  of  His  person,  or  the 
estabhshment  of  His  claim  to  sovereignty.  He  teaches 
by  parable  and  single  instances  as  well  as  by  explicitly 
formulated  principles,  but  ever  His  witness  is  to  the 
essential  verities,  the  eternal  reahties,  and  what  He  con- 
veys is  in  every  case  a  dynamic  principle  or  spiritual 
ideal  of  conduct,  by  which  men  are  to  attain  to  the  true 
and  victorious  life. 

If  the  testimony  and  the  principles  of  Jesus  Christ 
are  absolutely  supreme,  then  His  Kingdom  must  come — 
both  to  the  individual  and  to  the  world — that  does  not 
admit  of  doubt. 

But  His  Kingdom  has  not  come,  and  when  we  look 
around  for  the  signs  of  its  coming,  we  are  confronted 
with  the  nations  of  Christendom  groaning  under  their 
burdens  of  armed  peace,  and  quivering  behind  their 
ramparts  of  fortified  fear. 

We  find,  moreover,  that  though  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
Christ  in  regard  to  peace  and  war  are,  in  the  abstract, 
admitted  by  nearly  everybody,  they  are,  even  by  those 
who  profess  and  call  themselves  Christians,  often  dis- 
missed impatiently  and  sometimes  contemptuously,  as 
unpractical,  as  mere  counsels  of  perfection,  or  as  wholly 
inapplicable  to  twentieth-century  life  and  problems. 
In  times  of  peace  we  are  challenged,  "  Why  do  you 
trouble  us  with  platitudes  ?  Are  we  not  all  agreed  ?  " 
In  times  of  war  it  is  impossible  to  get  a  patient  hearing, 
or  even  a  hearing  at  all.  Both  in  war  and  peace  Christian 
principles  are  treated  as  if  they  were  irrelevant  or 
questionable,  or  debatable,  and  are  practically  discarded. 
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This  is  done  under  the  leadership  of  Christian  teachers 
themselves.  We  are  tolerably  famihar  by  this  time  with 
the  theorising  of  preachers  and  even  prelates— the  last 
Bampton  lecture,  which  though  outspoken  enough 
in  some  respects,  is  a  typical  instance  ;  the  Congress 
sermon  in  Westminster  Abbey  is  another— who  argue 
in  favour  of  just  war  ;  of  the  necessity  of  not  abohshing 
war  in  a  world  that  is  slowly  becoming  Christian  ;  of 
the  distinction  said  to  exist  between  war  and  murder  ; 
of  the  noble  and  necessary  discipline  of  war  ;  of  the 
sacrificial  service  of  the  soldier's  life  ;  of  the  two  opposite 
duties  and  the  two  codes  of  morality,  one  for  the  indi- 
vidual, another  for  the  state,  and  so  forth.  We  know 
it  all.  But  it  is  mere  theorising  and  argument,  when  it 
is  not  bare  assertion.  It  lacks  the  authority  of  Truth  ; 
the  sohd  reality  to  which  the  Lord  bare  witness,  and 
which  gave  Him  His  authority  as  a  teacher  of  men.  It 
deceives  nobody,  and  yet  misleads  everybody,  for  it  gives 
the  impression  that  Christian  truth  is  all  a  mere  theory, 
or  interpretation,  to  be  settled  by  discussion  and  modified 
according  to  circumstances. 

Without  this  accommodating  theorising,  war,  which 
belongs  to  the  brute  and  barbarian,  would  not  be  tolerated 
for  an  hour,  as  a  Christian  institution,  and  the  practice 
of  war  could  not  continue  for  a  day  under  the  agis 
of  the  Church.  * 

But  in  other  respects  the  result  is  fatal,  for  if  the 
teachings  and  attitude  of  Jesus  may  be  explained  away 
in  favour  of  any  line  of  conduct,  they  lose  their  authority 
in  regard  to  all  others.     And  this  is  what  is  happening. 

Only   recently    a    well-known    writer    on    economic 
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questions,  who  announced  the  Golden  Rule  as  the  only 
solution  of  the  difficulties  between  capital  and  labour, 
was  scoffed  at  as  having  recourse  to  platitudes,  and  as 
practically  giving  up  the  problem. 

Some  disquieting  words  of  Frederick  Denison  Maurice 
are  quoted  by  the  Bampton  lecturer,  as  being  "  a  shade 
less  applicable  to  us  to-day  than  when  they  were  spoken, 
because  their  purpose  has  been  in  some  measure  fulfilled, 
although  the  warning  is  more  abundantly  justified." 
Maurice  wrote,  "  As  long  as  Christianity  " — i.e.,  of  course, 
organised  Christianity — "  is  content  with  what  you 
call  humble  aims,  that  is  to  say,  as  long  as  it  is  willing 
to  be  regarded  merely  as  the  dogma  of  an  established 
sect  which  is  not  to  interfere  with  the  movements  of 
human  society  at  all,  which  is  to  leave  it  to  regulate 
itself  upon  the  most  selfish,  tyrannical,  hateful  maxims, 
and  only  to  prevent  the  sufferers  from  disturbing  its 
movements,  so  long  the  most  vague  dreams  of  fancy 
which  have  a  show  of  freedom,  or  the  most  terrible 
despotism  which  has  a  show  of  government  will  be  pre- 
ferred to  it."  The  warning  is  justified,  and  still  holds. 
There  is  a  deeper  evil,  traceable  largely  to  the  acceptance 
of  the  theory  of  a  dual  code  of  morality.  The  traditional 
ethics  of  Christian  civilisation  are  to-day  on  their  trial. 
No  doubt  the  mass  of  men  still  assume  their  validity, 
and  pay  them  the  tribute  of  at  least  a  theoretical  recog- 
nition. But  how  far  do  they  really  control  the  current 
hfe  of  our  present  day  Christianity  ?  Who  dreams  of 
applying  them  to  international  matters,  to  the  treatment 
of  the  weaker  nations  by  the  stronger,  or  a  host  of  other 
practical  and  burning  questions  between  States  ? 


42  BENEATH  BOW  BELLS. 

Now,  on  the  face  of  it,  war  and  the  war  system  arc 
not  only  clearly  inconsistent,  they  are  wholly  incompatible 
with  real  Christianity,— where  the  mihtary  idea  is  cher- 
ished the  rehgious  idea  ceases  to  find  hospitality,  for 
they  are  opposite  and  antagonistic.  Where  militarism 
flourishes,  spiritual  rehgion  dies.  If  the  proof  of  that  is 
empirical,  it  is  none  the  less  conclusive. 

Meanwhile  we  are  told  that  Christianity  is  losing 
ground  everywhere,  the  pulpit  is  losing  its  power,  the 
Church  is  getting  more  and  more  outside  our  actual 
life,  and  the  only  hope  for  the  future  of  humanity — 
so  it  was  affirmed  by  one  speaker  at  the  recent  Pan- 
Anglican  Congress,  and  he  the  foremost  philosophical 
pohtician  of  the  day — lies  in  science. 

It  is  a  serious  situation,  for  if  the  ethics  of  traditional 
Christianity  be  on  trial,  this  means  that  the  most  im- 
portant spiritual  constituents  in  the  personal  and  social 
life  of  our  civilisation  are  on  trial  too  ;  it  means  that 
Christianity  itself  as  a  world-religion,  as  a  civilising  and 
evolutionary  force  in  the  progress  of  civilisation  and 
humanity,  and  as  one  of  the  factors  in  promoting  the 
world's  peace,  is  also  on  trial. 

And  in  this  critical  juncture  we  must,  in  order  to 
determine  anew  what  is  permanent  and  pertinent  in 
Christianity  as  a  civilising  and  ethical  force,  go  back  of 
traditional  Christian  ethics— intermingled  as  these 
are  with  many  other  elements — to  the  ethics  of  the 
Founder  of  Christianity— to  the  teachings  of  Jesus 
Himself. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Substance  of  Christ's  Teaching. 

T    SHALL  probably  be  told  that  it  is   as   much   my 

professional  duty  to  preach  Peace  as   it  is  that  of 

Lord  Roberts  to  organise  War,  and  that,  as  I  cannot 

under  those  circumstances  be  possibly  free  from  bias, 

what  I  say  ought  to  be  discounted.     Be  it  so. 

I  am  more  anxious  to  "  witness  to  the  Truth,"  and  to 
carry  you  with  me  than  anything  else.  But  lest  I  incur 
the  suspicion  of  special  pleading,  I  will  fortify  my  position 
by  quoting  some  pertinent  words  from  a  living  theologian, 
Dr.  Oswald  Dykes,  who  will  not  be  suspected  of  any 
tendency  towards  new  schools  of  thought,  or  any 
sympathy  with  what  is  often  called  the  Quaker  inter- 
pretation of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  about  war,  but  who 
states  the  case  with  crystal  clearness  and  unanswerable 
conclusiveness. 

In  his  very  able  work  on  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount, 
entitled,  "  The  Manifesto  of  the  King,"  after  referring 
to  that  exclusiveness  of  the  Jewish  nation  which  was 
the  necessity  of  its  peculiar  position  and  the  outcome 
of  its  rehgious  faith,  but  which  was  also,  in  fact,  an 
accentuation  of  the  common  sentiment  of  the  ancient 
nations  towards  strangers  and  foreigners,  Dr.  Dykes 
says  : — 
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"  What  was  more  characteristic  in  the  teaching  of 
Jesus  as  a  Hebrew  moralist  was  the  breaking  down 
of  that  national  particularism  which,  from  the  formation 
of  the  commonwealth,  had  made  every  Jew,  indeed,  the 
Jew's  neighbour,  but  every  foreigner  his  foe.  It  was 
not  in  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  it  was  in  the  weighty 
parable  of  the  Good  Samaritan,  spoken  later,  that  He 
expressly  unbound  the  term  '  neighbour,'  and  levelled 
the  walls  of  religious  bigotry,  of  race  jealousy,  and  of 
national  seclusion,  in  order  to  set  man  in  brotherhood 
with  man  all  the  world  over. 

"  I  am  not  sure  that  this  clear  and  firm  assertion  of 
the  universal  brotherhood  of  men,  implying,  as  it  does, 
their  essential  spiritual  equality,  is  not  one  of  the  most 
signal  services  which  His  teaching  rendered  to  the 
moral  thought  of  the  world. 

"  Whatever  vagaries — stupid  or  frantic  vagaries — men 
may  play  with  the  catchwords  '  fraternity '  and 
'  equality '  ;  however  such  terms  may  become  the 
shibboleths  of  political  fanaticism,  or  carry  to  the 
frightened  cars  of  Society  recollections  of  carnage,  rapine 
and  conflagration,  their  origin,  at  least,  is  divine.  They 
are  of  Christian  descent ;  they  carry  by  right  a  blessed 
and  beneficent  signification. 

"  Tliat  every  man  is  every  other  man's  equal  in  God's 
sight  has  already  abolished  many  a  gross  shape  of  bondage, 
it  will  yet  abolish  shapes  less  gross.  That  human  brother- 
hood is  as  wide  as  humanity,  has  already  brought  the 
ends  of  the  earth  into  a  more  cosmopolitan  relationship, 
it  will  yet  federate  the  nations  into  a  compacter  unity. 
That  each  man  owes  loving  help  to  every  other  man  who 
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needs  it,  and  to  him  most  who  is  nearest  to  him,  has 
already  created  Christian  philanthropy ;  and  it  may 
yet  teach  us  how  to  bind  social  classes  in  gentler  and  more 
elastic  bonds  of  mutual  support  than  pohtical  economy 
has  been  able  to  weave. 

"  Christianity  is  not  responsible  for  all  the  folly  and 
blundering  which,  like  froth  from  ferment,  has  been  bred 
by  Christian  ideas  in  human  brains.  But  for  this  it  is 
responsible  :  for  the  teaching  which  suffers  no  private 
man " — this  is  the  suggested  qualification,  the  dual 
morality  which  implies  that  a  man  may  do  in  a  public 
capacity  under  the  authority  of  law,  what  he  dare  not  as 
a  private  man — which  suffers  no  man, — "on  any  plea  of 
personal  or  public  enmity,  or  of  class  estrangem.ent,  or  of 
alien  blood,  or  of  hostile  faiths,  or  of  simple,  selfish 
indifference  and  luxurious  ease,  to  stand  still  and  see 
another  man  suffer  without  relief,  or  perish  without  an 
effort  to  save  ;  for  this  it  is  responsible,  because  this  is 
the  teaching  of  Jesus  Christ." 

Still  less,  then,  will  it  suffer  any  man,  privately  or  in 
combination  with  others,  dehberately  and  with  all  the 
attendants  of  cruelty,  to  inflict  the  perishing  or  to  plan 
and  organise  the  suffering,  as  in  war  and  the  preparations 
for  war.  "  The  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  destroy  men's 
lives,  but  to  save  them."  The  preparation  and  the 
practice  of  war  are  to  destroy  men's  Hves,  not  to  save 
them. 

But  let  us  hear  what  Dr.  Dykes  says, — "  I  have  said 
that  it  is  in  the  story  of  the  Good  Samaritan  that  this 
part  of  Christ's  teaching  comes  out  most  fully  ;  but  I 
find  its  ground  and  germ  in  what  is  here  (in  the  Sermon 
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on  the  Mount)  said  about  the  fatherly  love  of  God.  For 
what  does  He  say  ?  Love  your  enemies  and  do  them 
good  as  well  as  your  friends,  in  order  that  your  love 
may  be  hke  God's.  God  is  your  Father  in  heaven.  It 
is  the  Son's  mark  and  glory  to  be  like  His  Father.  Now 
the  chief  characteristic  of  the  divine  goodness  is,  that 
it  is  over  all,  wide  as  His  works,  embracing  evil  as  well 
as  good.  So  wide,  so  unconfined,  so  free  from  selfish- 
ness and  passion  ought  your  love  to  be,  if  you  would  carry 
on  your  soul  the  family  features  of  the  sons  of  God. 

"  In  this  teaching  lies  the  germ  of  all  Christian  teaching 
on  the  subject.  Is  God  our  Father  in  Heaven  ?  Then 
are  we  all  brethren.  Does  He  show  love  to  all  men  with 
paternal  impartiality  ?  Then  are  we  all  in  His  sight 
essentially  equal.  Those  barriers  which  are  raised  by 
ancestry,  climate,  education,  or  society,  to  sunder  brother 
men,  and  make  them  no  true  neighbours  to  each  other, 
oppose  no  obstacle  to  His  equal  bounty  who  is  the  Maker 
and  Parent  of  us  all  ;  neither  ought  they  any  longer  to 
limit  our  good  offices.  Here  in  Jesus  mankind  has  found 
its  common  Father  ;  mankind  becomes,  in  consequence 
one  family  of  brothers." 


CHAPTER  V. 

Its  Bearing  on  War. 

TTERE  is  the  summary  of  Christ's  teaching.  The 
rest  is  apphcation.  This  is  the  calm  conclusion 
of  the  expert  and  orthodox  theologian  : — "  In  Jesus 
manhood  has  found  its  common  Father ;  mankind 
becomes  in  consequence  one  family  of  brothers." 

What  then,  in  the  light  of  this  fact,  becomes  of  war  ? 

Mankind  one  family  of  brothers!  Then  it  must  be 
that  war,  by  whomsoever  waged,  is  fratricide.  It  is 
deliberate,  organised,  colossal  fratricide — none  the  less 
so  that  it  is  legahsed,  and  legalised,  too,  by  men  them- 
selves, in  the  name  of  Society.  Divine  Fatherhood, 
and  its  correlative.  Human  Brotherhood;  this  is  the 
reahty  to  which  Jesus  Christ  bore  witness.  It  is  not 
theory  or  argument,  dogma  or  doctrine,  but  eternal 
unchanging  fact.  It  is  scientific  fact.  There  is  no 
room  for  controversy.  Argument  cannot  establish  it, 
contradiction  cannot  nulhfy  it.  Whatever  is  said  or 
done  cannot  affect  it.  It  is  fact,  as  much  a  fact  as 
electricity,  gravitation,  sunlight. 

But  in  presence  of  this  perpetual  fact  the  practice 
and  profession  of  war  becomes  an  abomination,  and 
intolerable.  Nor  can  the  conclusion  be  resisted  that 
to  plan  and  prepare  for  war  in  the  light  of  that  fact 
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becomes  high  treason  against  humanity,  and  against 
the  kingdom  of  love,  and  a  shadow  and  a  stain  upon 
the  moral  order  of  the  universe. 

Are  we  not  creatures  of  one  hand  divine, 

Formed  in  one  mould,  to  one  redemption  born, 

Kindred  alike,  where'er  our  skies  may  shine, 
Where'er  our  sight  first  drank  the  vital  morn  ? 

Brothers;  one  bond  around  our  souls  should  twine, 
The  common  kinship  of  celestial  birth. 

And  woe  to  them  who  'gainst  that  bond  combine, 
Who  mount  by  crushing  broken  hearts  to  earth. 

(Manzoni,  adapted.) 

It  is  this  fact  that  is  dynamical  and  revolutionary; 
not  what  is  said  about  it,  except  as  that  is  a  compre- 
hending and  sympathetic  Truth  which  no  theories  can 
alter. 

The  fresh  recognition  of  the  fact  is  already  beginning 
to  work  vigorously  in  other  spheres  than  that  of  the 
Peace  propaganda,  and  there  a  very  definite  and  deter- 
mined tone  is  adopted  in  regard  to  the  great  denial 
of  brotherhood  which  is  involved  in  war. 

The  fact  was  a  living,  breathing,  active  force  in  the 
Son  of  God— the  Preaclior  of  Galilee.  It  stood  before 
men,  "  a  living  definition,"  and  the  new  ideal  became  a 
heahng  and  redemptive  power  in  their  midst.  We  have 
not  outgrown  it,  nor  can  we. 

This  Sermon  on  the  Mount  has  been  called  the  Magna 
Charta  of  the  Kingdom.  It  was  more  than  that.  It 
was  the  announcement  of  the  fact  which  made  the 
Kingdom  inevitable.  Strictly  speaking  it  was  not 
a  sermon  at  all.  Dr.  Dykes  terms  it,  "  The  Manifesto 
of   the  King,"  and  it  was  issued  in  characteristic   and 
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appropriate  fashion,  as  became  the  new  kingdom  of 
friendship  and  fellowship. 

We  may  well  wonder  how  were  the  people  impressed 
by  the  Divine  proclamation  as  it  fell  for  the  first  time 
upon  human  ears.  \¥hat  did  they  feel  that  day  as  the 
new  prophet  went  on  speaking  to  them  ?  We  know 
the  effect  He  produced.  Matthew  says  that  "  When 
Jesus  had  ended  these  sayings,  the  multitudes  were 
astonished  at  His  teaching ;  for  He  taught  them  as 
one  having  authority,  and  not  as  their  Scribes." 

But  what  was  it  that  impressed  them  most  ? — that 
lingered  in  their  memories  as  the  audience  broke  up 
and  went  away  ?  A  new  prophet  had  spoken  with 
authority,  a  new  message  had  come  with  power,  but 
above  all  a  new  self  had  risen  above  the  horizon,  a  new 
conception  of  mankind  had  been  announced  ;  and 
founded  thereon  a  new  appeal  had  been  made, 
which  should  ring  like  a  clear  clarion  through  all  the 
ages.  Some  of  the  audience,  doubtless,  would  remember 
one  sentence  of  His  address,  some  another,  but  the 
utterance  that  would  hnger  with  all,  sounding  in  their 
ears,  like  the  mellow  cadences  of  evening  bells,  were 
the  words  :  "  Ye,  therefore,  shall  be  perfect,  even  as 
your  Father  who  is  in  Heaven,  is  perfect  "  (chap.  v.  48). 

These  are  not  transcendent  utterances  that  have 
no  bearing  on  practical  life  ;  it  was  of  obedience  to 
"  these  sayings  of  Mine  "  that  the  Preacher,  in  His 
peroration,  described  the  builders  on  rock  and  sand. 
They  were  not  mere  counsels  of  perfection  that  graced 
the  teaching  of  the  Divine  Mystic  of  Nazareth.  They 
are    Christ's    witness    to     reality ;     the    authoritative 
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announcement  of  the  fundamental  fact  of  man's  being, 
which,  if  apprehended,  must  change  all  man's  thought 
and  temper  and  outlook,  and  which  carries  ever  its 
sublime  transforming  motive  and  appeal.  Noblesse 
oblige.  Ye  are  children  of  the  Highest.  Ye  therefore 
shall  be,  and  act,  even  as  your  Father  who  is  in  Heaven. 

Nor  is  this  an  isolated  part  of  the  witness  of  Jesus. 
Even  were  it  so,  the  great  evangel,  with  its  implications 
and  its  appeal,  must  change  for  ever  the  aspect  of  human 
relationships  and  intercourse,  and  make  brotherhood 
supreme,  as  the  law  under  which  men  live.  But  it  is 
the  burden  of  the  whole  sermon,  and  that  is  the  type 
of  the  whole  ministry  of  Jesus.  "  Blessed  are  the 
peacemakers,  for  they  shall  be  called  children  of  God." 
As  peacemakers,  then,  men  are  most  like  God.  The 
Golden  Rule,  the  practical  application  of  that  righteous- 
ness whose  work  is  peace,  and  whose  effect  is  quietness  and 
confidence,  is  drawn  from  man's  relation  and  likeness 
to  his  Divine  Father.  Its  originality  as  a  moral  maxim 
has  been  impugned  ;  its  terms  have  been  traced — as  we 
are  sometimes  reminded — to  other  sources.  Two  features, 
however,  constitute  its  originahty  ;  it  is  positive  in  form, 
and  therefore,  an  active  force  in  conduct  ;  and  it  is 
based  upon  our  relation  and  resemblance  to  God.  "  All 
things,  therefore,  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should 
do  to  you,  do  ye  even  so  to  them  ;  for  this  is  the  Law 
and  the  Prophets  " — the  end  of  all  command,  the  object 
of  all  instruction  and  appeal. 

The  Lord's  Prayer  carries  the  same  implications. 
Everyone  of  its  petitions  becomes,  when  honestly  used, 
a  force  promoting  Peace.     The  prayer  is  a  solemn  bias- 
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phemy  when  it  is  made  a  part  of  the  hturgy  of  an  appeal 
for  the  success  of  arms  in  War. 

One  other  word  remains  to  be  said,  I  shall,  doubtless, 
be  reminded  that  the  burden  of  Christ's  teaching  was 
the  Kingdom  of  God,  which  He  was  constantly  proclaim- 
ing as  the  great  end  which  He  came  to  realise.  The 
master-word,  the  key  of  all  His  preaching  was,  "The 
Kingdom  of  Heaven  is  at  hand." 

There  is  no  contradiction,  for  if  we  conceive  and 
define  the  Kingdom  of  Heaven  in  everyday  language, 
and  in  its  practical  aspects,  it  is  nothing  but  the  con- 
summation of  neighbourliness.  The  Kingdom,  as  our 
Lord  conceived  it,  is  simply  brotherhood.  He  realises 
the  ideal ;  He  made  the  Kingdom  of  God  inevitable  ; 
He  could  say  without  ceasing,  the  Kingdom  of  God 
is  at  hand — is  here. 

By  proclaiming  the  Kingdom  as  the  object  of  His 
mission,  says  Dr.  Forrest,  He  put  Himself  in  line  with  the 
long-descended  traditions  and  hopes  of  the  Jews.  But 
by  affirming  as  its  determining  idea  the  Fatherhood 
of  God  He  divested  the  Kingdom  of  its  hmited  and 
external  suggestions.  For,  if  the  relation  in  which 
God  stood  to  men  was  that  of  a  father  to  His  children, 
the  Kingdom  was  not  political,  but  ethical ;  it  was  a 
fellowship  of  heart  with  heart,  and  it  was  in  its  essence 
implicitly  universal,  just  because  it  was  based  on  the 
value  before  God  of  the  human  soul  as  such,  and  on  the 
common  relation  which  all  sustained  to  the  Heavenly 
Father. 

As  to  the  form  of  His  teaching  no  direct  statement  could 
set  forth  the  fatherliness  of  God  and  the  universal  brother- 
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hood  of  men,  with  the  incisive  power  of  "  The  Prodigal 
Son  "  or  "  The  Good  Samaritan."  It  is  not  merely  that 
these  pictures  are  more  memorable,  but  that  they  fasten 
upon  the  heart  with  the  power  of  living  example,  and 
arouse  it  to  new  impulses. 

But  how  are  we  to  prove  the  reality  to  which  Jesus 
bore  witness  ?  It  is  all  there,  implicit  in  the  teaching. 
The  final  law  of  life,  for  instance,  is  given  in  His  w^ords, 
"  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart, 
and  with  all  thy  soul  and  with  all  thy  mind.  This 
is  the  first  and  greatest  commandment.  And  the  second 
is  like  unto  it.     Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself." 

God — one's  self — one's  neighbour — here  are  the  three 
component  elements  of  ultimate  reality.  They  may 
not  be  separated,  but  not  one  of  them  can  be  fully  known 
or  appreciated  without  the  others.  Revelation  and 
fellowship  are  as  inseparable  as  the  concave  and  convex 
sides  of  a  circle.  Neither  of  them  is  possible  in  high  degree 
without  the  other.  The  perfecting  of  one  involves  the 
completion  of  the  other.  "  If  a  man  say,  I  love  God, 
and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a  liar ;  he  that  loveth  not 
his  brother  whom  he  hath  seen,  cannot  love  God,  whom 
he  hath  not  seen  "  (i  John  iv.  20). 

Another  aspect  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus  is  thus  ex- 
pressed by  Professor  Seeley  :  "It  may,  therefore,  be 
affirmed,  that  Christ's  Kingdom  is  a  true  brotherhood 
founded  in  devotion  and  self-sacrifice.  Nothing  less, 
indeed,  would  have  satisfied  those  disciples  who  had  begun 
to  feel  the  spell  of  His  character.  A  philosophic  school 
or  sect  may  found  itself  on  the  prudent  instincts  of 
man,  may  attract  empty  hearts,  and  attach  them  by 
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a  loose  bond  to  each  other.  But  a  kingdom  stands  on 
self-devotion,  and  the  hearts  of  Christ's  disciples  were 
not  empty.  They  had  not  gathered  themselves  round 
Him  to  be  told  how  they  might  avoid  the  evils  of  life, 
but  to  know  what  they  might  do  for  Him,  how  they 
might  serve  Him,  how  they  might  prove  their  loyalty 
to  Him.  It  was  the  art  of  self-devotion  that  they 
wished  to  learn,  and  He  taught  it  as  a  master  teacher, 
not  sparing  words,  but  resting  most  on  deeds  ;  by  the 
Sermon  on  the  Mount,  but  also  by  the  Agony  and  the 
Crucifixion  "  {Ecce  Homo,  pp.  141,  142). 

From  all  that  has  been  said  it  will  be  seen  how  the 
teaching  of  Jesus — His  witness  to  the  vital  and  funda- 
mental facts  of  Divine  Fatherhood  and  Human  Brother- 
hood is  a  factor  in  the  promotion  of  International  Peace. 

For  long  ages  men  were  ignorant  of  gravitation  and 
its  kindred  facts — of  the  energy  stored  in  coal,  of  heat, 
steam,  and  other  wizard  forces  ;  of  electricity  and  its 
marvellous  properties  and  uses.  The  world  can  never 
be  the  same  since  they  were  discovered. 

It  is  so  with  moral  forces,  and  with  the  realities  to 
which  witness  was  borne  by  Jesus.  His  testimony 
remains.  His  word  shall  never  pass  away.  His  mind  is 
working  in  the  minds  of  men.  His  thoughts  are  giving 
impulse  and  direction  to  all  the  progress  of  the  race. 

The  result  of  those  is  civilisation ;  the  result  of  these  is 
moral  regeneration  and  the  evolution  of  the  new  heavens 
and  the  new  earth  of  righteousness,  love,  and  peace. 

For  this  we  work,  towards  this  we  live,  and  in  its 
dawning  light  we  rejoice  with  the  exceeding  joy  of  a 
triumphant  certainty. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

A  First  Century  Illustration  of  the  Christ-Force 
Working  for  Peace. 

"  For  He  is  our  peace,  who  made  (us)  both  one,  and  brake  down 
the  middle  wall  of  partition,  having  abolished  in  His  flesh  the 
enmity,  even  the  law  of  commandments  contained  in  ordinances  ; 
that  He  might  create  in  Himself  of  the  twain  (Jew  and  Gentile)  one 
new  man,  50  making  peace." — Ephesians  ii.  14,  15. 

"DEHIND  the  words  of  a  teacher  hes  his  own  per- 
sonality  which  gives  his  words  effectiveness  and 
authority.  It  was  a  favourite  maxim  of  the  old  rhetor- 
icians that  only  a  good  man  could  make  a  good  orator. 
Their  illustrations  of  it,  perhaps,  dealt  somewhat  in 
exaggeration,  but  their  canon  may  be  accepted  as  a 
sound  one.  Concerning  Jesus  we  read  that  "  His  word 
was  with  power"  ;  that  He  presented  a  marked  contrast 
to  the  religious  teachers  of  His  time  because  "  He  spake 
with  authority,"  and  the  messengers  employed  by  His 
enemies  to  arrest  Him,  returned,  not  with  His  person, 
but  with  the  avowal,  "  Never  man  spake  hke  this  Man." 
Nor  was  this  all.  The  ordinary  standards  of  excellence, 
the  accepted  canons  of  criticism  have  no  application 
to  Him.  He  was  Himself  the  Truth  He  taught — the 
revelation,  the  message,  the  argument.  He  was  Himself 
the  new  creative  force  of  the  religion  He  founded,  the 
kingdom  He  came  to  establish.     The  Apostles  preached 
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Him,  not  merely  the  truth  about  Him.  They  "  preached 
Jesus — and  the  Resurrection  ;  Jesus  Christ — and  Him 
crucified."  The  truth  about  Him  can  avail  nothing 
apart  from  Himself.  He  was  not  merely  the  Founder 
of  a  new  faith  ;  He  was  the  Creator  of  new  men  :  so  the 
Christian  Church  was  and  is  formed.  All  this  was  matter 
of  history,  as  it  is  still  of  experience.  The  Apostle 
wrote  to  the  saints  at  Ephesus,  "  You  did  He  quicken, 
when  ye  were  dead.  ...  He  is  our  Peace,  who 
made  both  one  .  .  .  having  abolished  in  His  flesh 
the  separating  enmity,  that  He  might  create  in  Himself, 
of  the  two,  one  new  man,  so  making  peace." 

Now  it  is  noteworthy  that  it  is  international  peace 
of  which  the  Apostle  writes  here,  or,  to  be  more  precise, 
inter-racial  peace,  which  is  a  larger  conception,  and  a  more 
inclusive  one.  This  is  evident;  the  whole  passage  makes 
it  clear.  As  in  the  earlier  verses  of  the  chapter, 
St.  Paul  here  appeals  to  personal  experience — his  own, 
and  that  of  the  Ephesian  Christians.  Jesus  Christ,  he 
affirms,  is  "  Our  Peace  " — the  bond  of  union  between 
us,  and  the  unifying  force  ;  He  is  "  our  peace  "  because 
He  "  made  both  one  "  ;  our  Peace,  by  the  abohtion  of 
the  enmity,  one  by  the  removal  of  the  dividing  wall. 
The  union,  then,  is  that  of  man  and  man,  not  of  man 
and  God. 

His  appeal  is  made  to  historical  fact.  Ephesus  was 
the  capital  of  the  province  of  Asia.  It  was  the  seat  of 
government  and,  therefore,  commanded  the  cities  of  the 
Lycos  Valley,  and  was  the  centre  upon  which  the  whole 
district  depended.  It  was  a  typical  city.  Situated  on  the 
western  coast  of  Asia  Minor,  and  at  the  shore  end  of  one 
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of  the  great  trade  routes,  it  was  one  of  the  gateways 
between  East  and  West,  The  stream  of  commerce  flowed 
through  it  continually.  Migrating  populations,  following 
that  stream,  passed  through  its  streets  and  left  a  residuum 
behind.  More  than  most  of  the  Asian  ports  it  was  a 
cosmopolitan  city.  The  same  causes  which  make  the 
modern  seaport  of  New  York  the  least  American  city  in 
character,  and  the  most  like  a  microcosm  of  the  great 
world,  were  at  work  at  Ephesus,  and  with  similar  results. 
The  references  to  it  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  throw 
a  flood  of  light  upon  the  composite  character  of  its 
population,  and  the  peculiarities  of  its  municipal,  and 
even  its  religious  life.  Jews  and  Greeks — the  native 
Lycaonian  population  of  the  district,  at  the  bottom, 
and  the  Roman  governing  class  at  the  top,  with  a  motley 
crowd  gathered  from  all  parts  of  the  Mediterrcinean 
basin  between,  went  to  make  up  the  heterogeneous  mass 
of  people  which  formed  the  population  of  this  Eastern 
seaport.  A  more  unpromising  material  for  tlie  experi- 
ment of  international  harmony  and  intcr-racial  union 
could  not  possibly  be  conceived. 

The  narrative  in  the  Acts  of  the  introduction  of  Christ- 
ianity is  most  interesting.  The  Apostle,  during  a  casual 
visit  paid  to  Ephesus,  on  his  way  from  Greece  to  Jerusalem, 
following  hig*  usual  custom,  went  into  the  synagogue 
of  the  Jews,  who  were  prominent  here,  as  they  were  all 
along  that  busy  and  thriving  seaboard,  and  began  by 
leasoning  witli  the  men  of  his  own  race.  The  eloquent 
Apollos  came  to  Ephesus  on  the  footsteps  of  Paul,  and  ho, 
too,  "  began  to  speak  boldly  in  the  synagogue,"  and 
after  some  needed  instrucliun  by  Priscilla  and  ..'\quilla, 
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continued  the  Apostle's  ministry  for  a  time.  But, 
subsequently,  when  ApoUos  had  removed  to  Corinth, 
Paul  returned  and  resumed  the  work — first,  "  in  the 
synagogue  for  the  space  of  three  months,"  and  then, 
"  daily  for  two  years  in  the  school  of  one  Tyrannus," 
with  the  result  "  that  all  those  who  dwelt  in  the  colony 
— both  Jews  and  Greeks — heard  the  word  of  the  Lord." 
The  distinction  between  the  period  of  preaching  to  the 
Jews  in  the  synagogue  and  the  direct  address  to  the 
Ephesian  population  is  very  clearly  marked  and  the 
times  given  in  each  case,  which  in  face  of  the  Apostle's 
argument,  is  a  significant  fact. 

The  creation  of  a  church — a  distinct  Christian  com- 
munity, formed  of  all  classes,  but  obliterating  all  class 
distinctions,  was  the  consequence,  and  we  have  in  Luke's 
vivid  and  pregnant  style,  a  vivid  picture  of  the 
struggle  for  survival  which  followed,  and  a  striking 
illustration  of  what  our  Lord  meant  when  He  said  that 
He  came  not  to  bring  peace  on  earth,  but  a  sword. 

In  the  heart  of  this  heterogeneous  collection  of  human 
beings,  there  sprang  into  existence  a  new  social  unit, 
which  was  quite  distinct  in  character,  though  composed 
of  the  same  elements.  Straightway  it  appears  in  con- 
flict with  the  fife  around,  and  the  narrative  of  the  con- 
flict is  couched  in  vividly  descriptive  terms.  One 
thing,  however,  is  clearly  apparent  ;  the  conflict  was  not 
in  the  community  itself.  That  was  marked  by  unity, 
brotherhood,  peace.  It  was  a  psychological  miracle 
that  from  elements  so  diverse  and  disturbed,  unity 
so  complete  should  spring.  The  account  of  it,  given 
by  the  Apostle,  in  his  appeal  to  the  persons  themselves, 
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and  therefore  extremely  unlikely  to  be  incorrect,  is  this  : 
Wherefore,  remember, — recall  the  fact,  that  ye,  the 
Gentiles  in  the  flesh,  were  at  one  time  separate  from 
Christ.  .  .  But  now  in  Christ  Jesus,  ye  that  once 
were  far  off  have  been  brought  nigh  in  the  blood  of 
Christ.  For  He  is  our  Peace,  He  who  made  (us)  both 
one,  and  broke  down  the  middle  wall  of  partition, 
having  in  His  flesh  put  an  end  to  the  enmity,  even 
the  law  of  commandments  in  ordinances ;  that  He 
might  create  in  Himself  of  the  two  (Jew  and  Gentile), 
one  new  man,  so  making  peace. 

This  was  history.  This  was  the  result  of  the  preaching 
of  the  Gospel  at  Ephesus.  Men  had  come  into  personal 
contact  with  Jesus  Christ,  and  had  been  made  con- 
sciously the  subjects  of  a  great  moral  change,  and 
the  partakers  of  a  new  hfe.  This  involved  new  relation- 
ships. They  had  been  reconciled  to,  made  "  at  one  " 
with,  God,  their  Heavenly  Father,  and,  as  a  consequence, 
had  realised  the  fact  of  their  "  at-one-ment "  with 
each  other,  as  His  children. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  that  ancient  world  was 
separation  ;  the  result  of  Christ's  coming  was  union 
— corporate  union.  Mankind  had  over  and  above  innu- 
merable families  and  classes,  ruthlessly  divided  the  world 
of  their  horizon  into  two  distinct  divisions,  known  to  us 
by  such  names  as,  Greek  and  barbarian,  Jew  and  Gentile, 
circumcision  and  uncircumcision,  twice-born  and  once- 
born,  faithful  and  infidel,  and,  at  a  later  period,  Christian 
and  heathen,  and  so  forth.  Once  this  separation  was 
an  infinite  fact,  especially  where  religious  rancour  and 
enmity   formed   the   dividing  line.     Between   Jew   and 
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Gentile  the  division  was  particularly  marked,  and  the 
wall  of  separation  between  them,  fitly  symbolised  by 
the  partition  wall  in  the  Temple  at  Jerusalem,  which 
shut  off  the  outer  court  of  the  Gentiles  from  the  rest, 
was  strongly  built,  and  high,  and  thickly  buttressed  on 
either  side.  For  the  severance  between  the  Jew  and 
the  rest  of  mankind  was  mainly  religious,  and  the  more 
devout  the  Jew  was,  the  more  intolerant  he  became  ; 
that  which  ostensibly  drew  him  nearer  his  God,  severed 
him  more  widely  from  his  fellow-men. 

It  was  this  age-long  exclusiveness  which  was  first 
affected  by  the  new  rehgion  of  Jesus  ;  it  immediately 
dissolved  in  the  glow  of  the  warm  spirit  of  the  Christian 
evangel.  And  this  was  unattended  by  the  exercise  of 
material  force.  "  Christianity,"  says  an  anon5nnous 
writer — ' '  the  true  Christianity — carries  no  arms  ;  it 
wins  its  way  by  lowly  service,  by  patience,  by  self- 
sacrifice.  History  shows  that  there  are  no  instruments 
of  religious  propaganda  comparable  to  these.  It  also 
shows  that  the  type  of  character  connected  with  them, 
is  of  the  very  highest  attractiveness  and  beauty."  A 
new  age  had  come,  with  the  coming  of  the  Christ-spirit. 
The  establishment  of  a  new  relationship  and  a  new 
order  by  Jesus  Christ,  the  Apostle  says,  marks  the 
fulness  of  the  seasons,  and  unfolds  the  Divine  purpose 
of  the  Ages.  The  Christian  is  a  new  type.  Out  of 
the  two — Jew  and  Gentile — a  new  man  is  created  by 
Christ.  The  ethical  aspect  of  this  new  creation  is  given 
later  (in  chap.  iv.  20).  Here  we  notice  the  new  type 
of  man,  outside  nationality  or  race,  free  from  all  the 
limitations  of  the  past — new  with  the  materials  drawn 
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from  both  Jew  and  Gentile,  with  the  flower  (so  to  speak) 
of  both  Hebraism  and  Hellenism,  gathered  into  the 
higher  unity  in  Christ. 

Once  more,  the  resulting  oneness  is  conceived  of  as 
a  temple,  a  holy  home  of  God,  a  vast,  sacred  building 
of  many  portions,  yet  of  two  halves  knit  into  unity, 
for  both  extend  from  one  corner-stone.  The  building 
rests  on  its  foundation  ;  the  body  derives  from  the 
head.  By  cither  figure  the  oneness  depends  on  Christ, 
who  is  the  Creator  of  the  new  human  type.  This  is 
the  Pauline  description  of  the  social  aspects  of  Chris- 
tianity. According  to  St.  Paul  the  salvation  of  society 
depends  upon  its  becoming  "  a  habitation  of  God  through 
the  Spirit." 

Finally,  we  must  emphasise  the  combination  of  the 
words  Peace  and  Love.  Peace  is  the  relationship  of 
the  two  incorporating  parts  and  the  bond  of  their  spiritual 
unity  ;  Love  is  the  attitude  of  the  individual  towards 
the  Head  and  towards  his  fellow-members,  securing 
a  common  flow  of  life,  common  mutual  adjustment, 
mutual  help,  general  growth  and  strength  and  edifi- 
cation (iii.  7  ;   iv.  15,  16). 

So  amid  the  unpropitious  conditions,  the  risen  Christ 
overcame  the  racial  enmity  between  men  of  differing 
nationalities,  and  created  a  community  which  was 
prophetic  of  the  new  Kingdom  and  the  new  time  when 
His  Spirit  would  have  accomplished  His  great  mission 
to  the  world. 


CHAPTER  VII. 
The  Christ-Method  of  Peace  Making. 

PROCEEDING  still  with  our  analysis  of  the  Christ- 
method  of  promoting  inter-racial  peace,  we 
find  that  it  is  accomplished  by  the  removal  of  enmity. 
The  enmity  between  man  and  man  is  abolished  "  in 
His  flesh  "  ;  that  is,  the  human  personality  of  Jesus  ; 
the  enmity  between  man  and  God  is  slain  by  the  cross, 
that  is  by  self-sacrificing  love. 

It  is  enmity  that  separates,  and  is  the  prolific  parent 
of  all  war.  Without  hatred  war  would  be  impossible. 
The  motto  of  Nelson,  and  his  exhortation  to  his  men  was, 
"  Trust  in  God,  and  hate  the  Frenchmen  like  the  devil  " 
— a  strange  combination.  The  first  step  towards  a 
modern  war  is  the  use  of  the  press  to  sow  discord  and 
evoke  enmity.  Hatred  and  fear  are  the  makers  of 
modern  militarism  ;  hatred,  fear  and  greed,  the  builders 
of  modern  Christendom.  There  are  still  partition-walls 
between  the  peoples  of  the  world,  none  the  less  mischievous 
and  effective  because,  like  the  frontiers  of  contiguous 
states,  they  are  invisible.  What  can  remove  intangible 
barriers  ?  They  cannot  be  destroyed  by  pickaxes 
and  bars,  or  battered  down  by  cannon.  The  partition 
wall  is  a  thin  film  of  enmity,  and  only  the  Christ-spirit 
of  love  can  dissipate  that. 
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But  love  is  personal,  and  is  created  in  personality 
by  personality.  Christ  is  the  great  peacemaker,  for  it 
is  He  alone  who,  by  the  solvent  of  His  incarnated  Spirit, 
abolishes  the  enmity  between  men. 

In  the  particular  instance  before  us,  the  separation 
between  Jew  and  Gentile — the  dividing  enmity — sprang 
from  religion — "  the  law  of  commandments  in  ordinances." 
How  often  has  that  been  so  ?  History — especially  that 
of  the  Christian  centuries — records  an  immense  number 
of  wars  waged  in  the  name  of  religion,  and  these  some 
of  the  fiercest  and  most  implacable.  It  is  notorious 
how  bitter  and  cruel  may  be  the  enmity  provoked  by 
differences  in  religious  opinion  and  practice.  External 
and  formal  religion — "  the  law  of  commandments  in 
ordinances,"  creeds  and  ceremonies, — create  more  hatred 
and  heartburnings  than  anything  else.  They  are  the 
fertile  causes  of  persecutions  ;  in  the  name  of  Christianity 
alone  over  300  wars  have  been  waged.  It  is  strange 
that  Christianity  in  its  external  aspects — the  Christianity 
of  creed  and  authority, — should  so  often  prove  the 
sternest  and  most  fatal  opponent  of  the  Christianity 
of  the  spirit,  which  is  love  and  peace.  At  such  times 
the  Kingdom  would  almost  seem  "  a  house  divided 
against  itself." 

The  remedy  is  simple.  Souls  united  to  Christ,  and 
possessed  by  Him,  are  lifted  above  the  formal  and 
external  into  that  pure  region  of  reality  and  life  which 
is  superior  to  formal  and  artificial  distinctions,  and  so 
are  undisturbed  by  the  storms  that  sweep  across  the  lower 
planes  of  experience.  They  are  "  partakers  of  His 
life." 
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There  is,  perhaps,  a  special  emphasis  in  the  statement 
that  the  enmity  is  abohshed  "  in  His  flesh  " — in  and 
by  His  human  personaHty.  Jesus  Christ  was  emphatic- 
ally the  Son  of  man.  Though  of  Jewish  descent  He  was 
not  a  Jew — but  just  a  man,  untrammelled  by  race  limita- 
tions or  prejudices,  unwarped  by  so-called  patriotisms, 
and  detached  from  all  local  associations  or  racial  bonds. 
He  was  the  typical,  complete  man.     Says  Lowell  : — 

Man  is  more  than  constitutions  ;    better  rot  beneath  the  sod 
Than  be  true  to  Church  and  State,  while  we  are  doubly  false  to  God. 
We  owe  allegiance  to  the  State,  but  deeper,  truer,  more 
To  the  sympathies  that  rise  and  burn,  within  our  spirit's  core. 
Our  country  claims  our  fealty,  we  grant  it  so,  but  then. 
Before  man  made  us  citizens,  great  nature  made  us  men. 

That  is  a  doctrine  learned  in  the  school  of  Christ ;  it 
is  a  sentiment  inspired  by  the  spirit  of  Christ — the 
Universal  Brother.  From  His  human  personality  enmity 
and  the  cruel  spirit  of  egoism  were  excluded,  and  there 
the  unselfish  spirit  of  love  reigned  supreme.  That, 
surely,  is  what  the  historic  Christ  means.  And  wherever 
He  took  possession  of  men,  the  same  result  followed  ; 
the  spirit  of  enmity  was  exorcised,  and  the  spirit  of 
brotherhood,  love,  and  peace  was  inbreathed. 

"  He  is  our  Peace,"  says  Paul.  For  peacemaking 
is  a  question  of  personality.  It  is  man  himself,  and 
not  his  environment,  or  his  institutions,  or  his  politics, 
that  needs  to  come  beneath  the  play  of  the  peace-making 
forces.  It  is  himself  that  requires  change  ; — "  to  create 
in  Himself  of  the  two  " — out  of  the  diverse  and  alien 
elements  of  humanity — "  a  new  man,  a  new  race  of  men, 
a  new  corporate  unit  " — so  making  peace.  In  no  other 
way  can  the  thing  be  done.     For   wars   and    fightings 
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in  man's  world  come  from  the  lusts,  the  evil  desires 
and  passions  that  run  riot  in  man's  soul.  No  change, 
therefore,  can  accomplish  much  that  does  not  touch 
men  themselves. 

It  is,  I  repeat,  a  questionof  personality  and  of  the  action 
of  personal  force  upon  personality.  Modern  science  has 
revealed  to  us  the  almost  immeasurable  influence  of 
this  force.  Modern  psychology  has  thrown  so  much 
light  upon  personality,  and  the  forces  that  operate 
upon  it,  that  it  becomes  easier  to  understand  the  central 
postulate  of  Christianity  that  it  is  Christ  Himself  who 
saves,  and  the  statement  of  the  Apostle  here,  that  it 
is  He  who  makes  peace  among  and  between  men,  by 
creating  in  Himself  a  new  type  of  man,  so  making  peace. 
So,  I  repeat,  there  is  no  other  true  method.  Peace  in 
man's  outward  relations  must  spring  from  within.  It 
results  from  character  and  personality,  and  the  character 
and  personality  of  nations  is  of  more  importance  than 
those  of  individuals  ;  but  they  are  subject  to  the  same 
laws,  and  in  both  the  change  involved  is  so  great  as 
to  amount  to  a  new  creation. 

The  force  that  touches,  changes  and  develops  personality 
is  not  a  form  or  a  substance,  not  even  a  truth  :  it 
is  a  person.  Persons  influence  persons  ;  men  and 
women  mould  men  and  women.  Only  so  far  as  what  we 
sec  or  hear  is  personal  docs  it  permanently  affect  us  ; 
and  the  stronger  the  personality  the  greater  the  effect. 
Every  day  we  fmd  fresh  illustrations  of  that  in  all  depart- 
ments of  life  and  action.  Great  movements  are  associated 
with  great  names.  If  you  want  anj'thing  to  go,  put  a 
man  into  it  :   or  better  still,  sometimes,  a  woman. 
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All  this  being  so,  who  can  calculate  the  force  of  the 
personality  of  Christ  ?  For  in  Him  we  have  a  unique 
personality,  the  most  forceful  personality  the  world 
has  seen,  and  the  most  directly  personal  in  its  influence. 
He  is  not  merely  a  member  of  the  race,  but  the  Race  ; 
He  has  not  simply,  in  a  superlative  degree,  the  character- 
istic of  a  human  being,  but  the  characteristics  of  every 
human  being.  And  still  more  :  in  Christ  we  have  the 
whole  power  of  the  Godhead  acting  through  His  humanity. 
"  Were  it  not  for  His  respect  for  the  freedom  of  our 
own  personality,  one  look  could  make  us  His  slaves 
for  ever."  It  is  this  force  we  have  to  consider  here. 
The  method  of  Christianity,  then,  is  essentially  one 
of  personality.  By  the  same  process  that  the  saints 
at  Ephesus  were  made  Christians  and  experienced  a 
spiritual  resurrection,  they  were  incorporated  in  a  pacific 
union.  Peace,  the  Apostle  teaches,  was  produced 
by  the  operation  of  a  creative  force  emanating  from  the 
personality  of  the  risen  Jesus  continuing  in  actual  contact 
with  men.  It  is  the  result  of  a  new  creation — of  the 
action  of  a  new  vital  force  which  is  still  working  in 
humanity.  This  power  is  personal  :  "  You  hath  He 
quickened.  He  is  our  Peace  .  .  .  that  He  might 
create  in  Himself  a  new  man  ...  so  making 
Peace." 

If  we  give  due  weight  to  the  words  of  Paul,  and, 
indeed,  to  the  teaching  of  the  New  Testament  generally, 
the  fact  emerges  that  in  the  person  of  Jesus  Christ 
a  new  vital  force  (not  merely  a  new  revelation,  but  a 
new  force  in  the  strict  and  scientifically  limited  meaning 
of  the  term)  had  thrown  itself  among  the  forces  acting 
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upon  the  experiences  of  men.  His  life  was  marked 
by  the  operation  of  this  force.  There  went  virtue 
(personal  force)  out  of  Him,  and  men  were  healed. 
"  I  perceive  that  virtue  has  gone  out  of  Me."  "  The 
power  of  the  Lord  was  present  to  heal  them."  This 
is  the  testimony  of  the  Synoptics.  The  Fourth  Gospel 
is  avowedly  a  record  of  the  signs  of  that  power.  The 
operation  of  this  same  force  accounts  for  the  phenomena 
of  early  Christianity.  "  The  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
with  them  "  ;  "  the  Holy  Ghost  fell  upon  them,"  and 
similar  phrases  testify  to  this  fact.  It  is  its  only  adequate 
explanation. 

On  those  who  believe — that  is,  who  accept  Christ 
as  their  Lord — the  Divine  life  in  Jesus  works  in  such 
wise  as  to  communicate  itself  to  them.  He  possessed 
a  life  which  was  able  to  repeat  itself — a  life  which  could 
generate  life  in  those  who  gave  it  opportunity.  In  the 
Christ  whom  Paul  preached,  there  dwells  an  active 
energising  power,  such  as  had  never  visited  the  world 
before,  and  has  never  been  absent  from  it  since.  It 
is  not  merely  the  appearance  of  a  self-contained  super- 
natural phenomenon  that  we  have  in  the  New  Testament. 
When  the  Apostles  preached  "  Jesus  and  the  Resur- 
rection," they  referred  not  only  to  the  acknowledged 
presence  of  something  unique  and  marvellous  in  this 
Jesus,  but  to  the  emergence  of  something  from  Him, 
operating  upon  human  personality  to  renew  it,  and 
touching  human  experience  to  finer  issues  not  hitherto 
included  in  its  range.  The  Jesus  whom  Paul  preached 
was  not  simply  divine  in  Himself  :  He  was  the  Divine 
life  communicating  itself  to  the  common  life  of  men. 
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the  Divine  energy  thrusting  itself  upon  human  experience, 
and  human  hearts  to  transform  and  recreate  them. 
The  Apostle  verifies  the  conception  from  their  common 
life  and  experience  :  "  You  did  He  quicken  when  ye  were 
dead  through  your  trespasses  and  sins.  This  Christ  is 
our  Peace." 


CHAPTER  VIII. 
Modern  Applications. 

npHE  question,  then  which  the  student  and  worker 
of  to-day  must  propound  to  himself,  as  he  reads 
this  letter  of  Paul  and  feels  the  impulse  of  his  great 
vision,  is  this,  What  manner  of  force  could  this  be, 
which  working  upon  the  material  presented  to  it  by 
man  himself,  and  by  the  world  in  which  man  lives, 
produced  effects  such  as  these  he  refers  to,  together 
with  the  promise  of  so  much  greater  things  to  be  ;  and 
how  far  is  that  force  necessary  for  the  great  movements 
of  the  world  in  these  modern  times,  and  operative  in 
them  ? 

The  working  of  this  Christ-force  was  the  vital  and 
essential  element  in  that  primitive  Christianity  which 
turned  the  Roman  world  upside  down.  If  it  be  not 
the  effective  dynamic  of  modern  Christianity,  we  shall 
look  to  that  in  vain  for  the  healing  of  human  society  and 
the  realisation  of  its  ideals  and  hopes.  The  question 
then  assumes  this  form,  How  are  we  to  reach  certitude 
as  to  the  progress  of  the  present  and  the  promise  of 
the  future  ? 

The  process  is  simple  enough,  if  we  follow  the  method 
adopted  here.     A  force  proves  its  presence  by  producing 
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its  appropriate  effects,  and  the  only  way  is  to  reason 
back  from  the  character  of  the  effects  to  that  of  the 
force  behind  them.  The  apple  falls  to  the  ground 
and  gravitation  is  disclosed.  We  perceive  certain 
things,  and  we  know  that  electricity  is  at  work.  We 
feel  certain  sensations,  and  they  amply  demonstrate 
to  us  that  heat  is  at  hand.  Results  announce  themselves 
in  some  fashion,  and  we  know  immediately  what  cause 
is  at  work.  We  start  in  our  reasoning  with  what  the 
eye  can  see,  and  the  hands  can  handle,  or,  in  spiritual 
matters,  what  the  heart  can  feel.  This  is  the  test  of 
experience.  We  are  adopting  the  true  scientific  method. 
The  purely  logical  faculty,  working,  as  it  does,  in  the 
abstract  region,  could  never  establish  the  actual  existence 
of  a  concrete  and  energising  force. 

Hence  the  reasoning  of  the  Apostle,  in  verification 
of  the  working  of  the  Christ-force,  which  had  wrought  a 
moral  transformation — amounting  to  a  veritable  resur- 
rection— in  the  little  community  called  "  saints  "  at 
Ephesus,  and  had  created  that  inter-racial  unity  and  peace 
which  was  the  striking  feature  of  their  corporate  life. 
"  Remember  !  "  he  says.  His  appeal  is  to  the  personal 
experience  of  the  Ephesian  disciples.  From  the  unique 
experience  they  had  passed  through  they  knew  that  the 
Christ-force,  which  had  touched  and  transformed  them, 
was  the  very  creative  life  of  God,  They  knew,  too, 
that  it  was  this  force,  which,  breaking  the  force  of 
association,  and  changing  their  very  temper  and  dis- 
position, had  brought  them  into  their  present  relation 
of  absolute  union  and  perfect  peace,  and  that  now,  as 
they   read    their    teacher's   words,  was  thrilling  their 
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whole  being  with  a  glorious  and  triumphant  hope  for 
the  world. 

Here,  then,  we  gather  wisdom  and  inspiration  for  the 
life  and  work  of  to-day.  Humanity  is  essentially 
the  same.  Present  day  problems  are  neither  new  nor 
novel.  The  conditions  of  Peace  are  unchanged,  for 
they  are  rooted  in  the  nature  and  necessity  of  things. 
There  are  still  the  dividing  walls  between  nations,  and 
the  persistent  enmities  between  races  and  individuals, 
and  it  is  to  these  that  strife  and  conflict  and  wars  are 
due.  But  Jesus  Christ  is  "  the  same  yesterday,  to-day, 
and  for  ever  "  ;   and,  "  He  is  our  Peace." 

There  are  three  grounds  of  hope,  which,  as  we  examine 
them,  inspire  certitude  : — 

(i)  The  first  lies  in  the  solidarity — the  essential  unity 
— of  the  human  race.  Mankind  is  one  in  spirit,  nature, 
sympathies.  Men  are  brothers.  All  are  offspring  alike 
of  the  Heavenly  Father.  Break  down  the  partition  walls  ; 
abolish  the  enmities  ;  and,  by  a  simple  necessity  of 
their  being  and  character,  they  will  blend  in  a  divinely 
natural  union,  like  children  by  the  same  hearth  fire, 
as  members  of  the  great  "  household  of  God." 

(2)  The  ideal  unity,  the  typical  brotherhood,  has 
been  actualised.  We  have  seen  ;  we  know.  There  is 
really  no  need  to  argue  the  question.  The  corporate 
consciousness  is  not  asleep  ;  the  corporate  conscience 
is  not  dead.  Men  know  the  right,  however  they  may 
reason  or  cheat  themselves  into  approval  of  the  wrong. 
"  So  that  they  are  without  excuse  "  ;  "  now  they  have 
no  cloak,"  for  war,  which  is  the  conduct  of  the  barbarian 
and    of    the    brute.     The    typical   manhood,    too,   has 
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appeared.  Man  is  a  son  of  the  Highest,  and  the  highest 
within  him  responds  to  that  image  of  the  best  and  truest 
which  is  mirrored  in  Jesus  Christ.  Therefore  the  brute 
in  humanity  cannot  persist,  and  war,  the  practice  of 
the  brute  and  of  brute  passions,  must  ultimately  die 
out.  It  is  merely  a  question  of  time  and  of  the  working 
of  the  Christ-force. 

Finally,  the  Christ-force  is  persistently  active  in  the 
world's  life.  The  "  signs  "  of  it,  the  effects  of  its  working, 
are  visible  everywhere.  There  is  nothing  in  franker 
evidence.  It  is  the  active  agent  in  our  modern  civilisation. 
It  is  the  creator  of  the  character  of  the  Western  man, 
and  the  efficient  cause  in  the  evolution  of  Western  society 
and  history.  It  manifested  itself  in  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
It  reappeared  at  Pentecost.  It  is  in  fuU  operation  to 
this  hour.  Every  miracle  pales  before  its  operation,  and 
it  is  only  familiarity  that  blunts  the  edge  of  the  marvel. 
We  have  not  simply  the  message  and  the  argument 
— the  Church  and  the  council — the  creed  and  the  cere- 
mony :  these  are  the  least  significant  things  ;  but  every- 
where there  are  concrete  signs  which  indicate  that  out 
of  the  invisible  but  eternal  Christ  some  power  is  reaching 
forth  still  to  touch  and  transform  the  world.  The 
prayer,  "  Thy  Kingdom  come  "  is  being  answered 
daily.  The  prophecy  of  the  Hebrew  seer  is  being  fulfilled 
before  our  eyes  :  "Of  the  increase  of  His  government 
and  of  peace  there  shall  be  no  end,"  and  its  concluding 
assurance  is  still  valid,  "  The  zeal  of  the  Lord  of  Hosts 
shall  perform  this." 

"  He  is  our  Peace."    Still  ring  out  the  great  voices  of  the 
Apocalypse;    "the  Kingdom  of  the   world   is   become 
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the   Kingdom   of  our  Lord,   and  of  His  Christ,"     As 
we  sometimes  sing  : — 

He  shall  reign  from  pole  to  pole 

With  illimitable  sway  ; 
He  shall  reign  when,  like  a  scroll. 

Yonder  heavens  have  passed  away ; 
Then  the  end  ;    beneath  His  rod  ^ 

Man's  last  enemy  shall  fall ; 
Hallelujah  !    Christ  in  God, 

God  in  Christ  is  All  in  all  I 
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CHAPTER  I. 
Jesus  Christ  as  an  Historic  Cause. 

"  God  was  manifested  in  the  flesh." — i  Tim.  in.  i6. 
"  The  Word — the  Divine  Reason,  the  Logos — became  flesh  and 
dwelt  among  us."- — John  i.  14. 

"  HE  is  our  peace,  who  hath  made  both  (Jew  and  Gentile)  one, 
having  abolished  in  his  flesh  the  enmity  .  .  .  that  He  might 
create  in  Himself  of  the  twain  (Jew  and  Gentile)  one  new  man,  so 
making  peace." — Ephes.  it.  14,  15. 

TN  speaking  of  the  Incarnation  as  a  factor  in  the 
promotion  of  International  Peace,  we  have  to  deal 
with  an  historical  fact,  and  with  the  perpetuation  and 
present  experience  of  that  fact. 

In  the  case  of  Jesus,  as  in  that  of  any  other  great 
historical  figure,  we  are  concerned  with  a  personality 
who  has  exerted  a  continuous  influence  upon  men  down 
to  the  present  time. 

Great  personalities  are  true  historic  causes.  Alexander, 
Caesar,  Charlemagne,  Napoleon  I.  started  political 
movements,  the  effects  of  which  continue,  and  can  be 
traced  all  the  way  backward  ;  so,  in  the  realm  of  science, 
is  it  with  Archimedes,  Bacon,  Copernicus,  Newton, 
and  a  host  of  others  ;  in  philosophy,  with  Plato,  Aristotle, 
Kant,  Bentham  and  Spencer ;  in  art,  with  Phidias, 
Michael  Angelo,  Raphael,  Rubens,  and  so  on  through 
the  whole  range  of  history.     These  men  were  true  historic 
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causes  ;  they  continue  to  exercise  influence  in  the  develop- 
ment of  humanity. 

Great  personalities  are  the  supreme  directive  agencies 
in  the  historical  development  of  the  race,  and  in  any 
stage  or  phase  of  human  evolution  that  may  be  selected 
will  be  found  traces  of  the  countless  streams  of  tendencies 
that  have  issued  from  the  creative  individuals  who  have 
originated  new  movements  in  civilisation,  or  have 
changed  the  direction  of  old  ones.  Now,  Jesus  is  a  pre- 
eminent historical  force  to-day  in  the  thoughts  and 
lives  of  numbers  of  persons,  especially  of  those  belonging 
to  our  Western  civilisation,  as  well  as  in  the  spirit  and 
workings  of  a  great  historical  institution — the  Church. 
It  may  be  said  that  His  influence  is  on  the  wane.  That 
has  often  been  said  before.  But  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  His  personality  is  still  a  potent  factor  in  the  moral 
and  spiritual  hfe  of  the  world,  both  individual  and 
social. 

The  primary  witness  to  the  reality  of  Jesus  as  a  gi-eat 
historical  force,  or  originating  centre  of  spiritual  life 
are  : — (i.)  the  existence  and  experiences  of  numbers 
to-day  acting  under  His  leadership  and  striving  to  live 
in  accordance  with  His  Spirit,  and  (ii.)  the  continuity  of 
the  life  and  tradition  of  discipleship  in  the  Christian 
Church. 

However  much  the  Church,  in  its  various  branches, 
may  have  grievously  erred  in  falling  away  from  the 
ethical  spirit  of  the  Master,  however  much  it  may  in 
time  past  have  forgotten  rehgion  in  ecclesiasticism, 
ethics  in  dogmatic  theology,  the  lowly  spirit  of  love  in 
the  passion  for  authority  and  wealth  ;  nevertheless,  the 
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continuous  existence  and  development  of  the  Church 
is  an  abiding  historical  witness  to  the  reality  and  perennial 
power  of  the  personality  and  influence  of  Jesus  in  the 
movement  of  civilisation. 

Here,  then,  we  have  the  actual  evidences,  in  personal 
experience,  discipleship,  and  in  institutional  continuity, 
of  Jesus  as  a  personal  historic  force. 

But  there  is  more.  Our  Western  civilisation  is  itself 
an  historical  witness  to  the  same  effect.  It  has  its  origin 
in  the  personahty  and  power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Pentecost  was  not  the  beginning  of  the  new  movement, 
but  the  Incarnation — the  self  revelation  of  the  Eternal 
Father  in  Jesus,  the  Son  of  Mary  of  Nazareth.  The  power 
of  Pentecost  was  the  reappearance  of  the  peculiar  force 
which  was  in  Jesus,  of  signs  and  manifestations  of  which 
the  fourth  Gospel  is  avowedly  intended  to  be  the  narration 
— the  "  virtue  "  which  "  went  out  of  Him  "  for  the 
healing  of  men  and  of  nations. 

With  the  metaphysical  mysteries  of  His  Person  we 
have,  at  this  point,  absolutely  nothing  to  do. 

What  I  say  is  this  :  Modern  civilisation,  with  its 
wondrous  developments,  had  its  rise  in  the  historic  Jesus, 
who  is  presented  to  us  in  history — in  the  Fourth  Gospel 
especially — as  the  absolute  embodim.ent  of  the  divine, 
creative  Spirit,  "  the  effulgence  of  the  glory,  and  the 
very  image  of  the  substance  of  the  Eternal  Love  " 
(Hebrews  i.  3).  Continued  contact  with  this  personality 
is  the  supreme  stimulus  which  has  pushed  the  Western 
world  beyond  the  Eastern,  and  is  still  perpetuating  the 
process.  That  perpetuation,  in  spite  of  all  changes  and 
set-backs,  must  continue  its  course,  for  it  is  the  working 
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out  of  the  Divine  purpose,  power  and  love,  which  were 
incarnate  in  Jesus  in  whom  dwelleth  all  the  fulness 
of  the  Godhead — the  fulness  of  love — bodily ;  and  God 
being  what  He  is,  it  will  most  certainly  eventuate  in 
the  reign  of  permanent  and  universal  Peace,  which 
is  the  reign  of  love  and  brotherhood. 

As  the  result  of  the  inevitable  process,  war  must 
cease  and  even  death  itself  must  die. 

The  Incarnation  was  the  appearance  of  a  personality 
whose  very  presence  must  put  an  end  to  war.  Such 
is  the  natural  and  essential  antipathy  between  the 
Spirit  of  Christ  and  the  spirit  of  war  and  the  war  system, 
that  they  cannot  thrive  together.  As  one  is  vigorous, 
the  other  wanes.  "  I  came  not  to  destroy  men's  lives," 
He  said,  "  but  to  save  them."  "  To  this  end  was  the 
Son  of  God  manifested,  that  He  might  destroy  the  works 
of  the  devil."     "  War  is  hell,"  said  General  Sherman. 

A  single  manifestation — a  solitary  flashing  forth,  as 
of  some  headland  light  across  the  murky  sea — of  Infinite 
Love  blended  with  power  must  for  ever  change  man's 
outlook,  but  the  revelation  of  that  love  as  a  constantly 
acting  force  within  the  region  of  man's  life  and  experience, 
must,  of  necessity,  determine  the  character  of  the  future 
with  both  promise  and  certainty. 

It  is  not  necessary,  let  me  say  again,  to  understand, 
or  even  to  discuss,  the  physiological  or  psychological 
questions  arising  out  of  the  Incarnation. 

We  have  to  start  with — we  have  still  to  face — tlie 
fact  of  Christ. 

We  have  to  start  with  that  fact.  But  when  we  turn 
to  the  historical  evidence,  when  we  go  back  to  tlie  earliefet 
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documentary  records  to  g&t  the  details  of  His  life  or 
the  principles  of  His  teaching,  we  must  not  forget  that 
we  have  to  do  with  a  living  personality — with  an  individual 
spiritual  cause.  We  must  treat  this  person  reverently 
and  sympathetically,  in  the  integrity  of  His  life  and  views, 
and  with  a  vitcd  and  historical  appreciation  of  the 
significance  of  personality. 

Concerning  His  uniqueness  all  are  agreed.  I  know 
of  no  fairer  or  more  forcible  interpretation  of  it  than 
is  to  be  found  in  Dr.  James  Martineau's  beautiful  para- 
phrase of  John's  teaching.  "  In  Christ  we  have  the 
overflowing  Word,  the  deep  and  beautiful  soliloquy  of 
the  Most  High  .  .  .  Not  more  clearly  does  the  wor- 
ship of  the  saintly  soul,  breathing  through  its  window 
opened  to  the  midnight,  betray  the  secrets  of  its  affec- 
tions, than  the  mind  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth  reveals  the 
perfect  throught  and  inmost  love  of  the  All-ruling 
God. 

"  Were  He  the  only  born,  the  sohtary  self-revelation 
of  the  Creative  Spirit,  He  could  not  more  purely  open 
to  us  the  mind  of  Heaven  :  being  the  very  Logos — the 
apprehensible  nature  of  God — which,  long  unuttered 
to  the  world  and  abiding  in  the  beginning  with  Him, 
has  now  come  forth,  and  dwelt  among  us,  full  of  grace 
and  truth."     We  have  to  start  with  this  fact. 


CHAPTER  II. 

The  Continued  Presence  and  Power  of  Jesus  Christ. 

"ITTE  have  to  face  the  fact  of  Christ.  He  is  not  a 
being  of  the  past.  He  is  still  here.  "  Thou 
shalt  call  His  Name  Immanuel,"  i.e.,  God  is  with  us. 
The  God  of  Palestine  is  not  dead,  nor  does  He  sleep, 
nor  can  He  change.  "  Jesus  Christ  the  same  yesterdaj^ 
to-day,  and  for  ever !  "  Through  Him  God's  full  being 
and  reality  invade  history  and  appeal  to  the  intellect 
and  conscience,  and  work  out  man's  emancipation  and 
elevation  as  a  Son  of  the  Eternal.  "  He  " — the  Incarnate 
God — "  worketh  in  you,  to  will  and  to  do  of  His  good 
pleasure,"  and  "  God  is  Love." 

God  in  Christ  is  both  the  Ever-present  and  the  Ever- 
active.  "  My  Father  worketh  hitherto,  and  I  work." 
The  Incarnation  is  the  revelation  of  an  unchanging 
fact,  but  in  the  presence  of  this  fact,  what  then  ?  Is  it 
not  this,  that  God  once  revealed  to  men  becomes  the 
law  of  men's  action  and  the  most  potent  influence  in 
moulding  men's  character,  and  making  it  Godlike. 

Jesus  is  God  in  terms  of  humanity — God  becoming 
visible  and  personal  to  men.  This  experience  could  not 
fail  to  make  all  things  new  in  human  life.  But  the 
influence  upon  men  must,  of  course,  depend  on  the 
nature  and  character  of  the   Being  who   thus  reveals 
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Himself.  Men  grow  like  what  they  worship.  It  is  a 
curious  physiological  fact,  but  sufficiently  attested, 
I  think,  that  the  devotees  of  Buddha  develop  a  striking 
likeness  to  the  images  they  worship. 

Froude,  the  historian,  has  an  eloquent  passage  in  which 
he  sets  forth  the  principle  I  wish  to  illustrate.  "  When 
the  Roman  poet  denounced  the  service  of  gods  as  a 
malignant  and  accursed  superstition,  the  deserved 
reproach  of  religion  was  on  the  eve  of  passing  away. 
The  creeds  of  the  ancient  nations  were  the  expressions 
of  their  thoughts  upon  themselves,  and  upon  the  world 
in  which  they  lived.  Encompassed  within  and  without 
by  invisible  forces,  now  beneficent  and  hfe-giving, 
now  terrible  in  destructiveness,  they  saw  in  all  of  them, 
in  sunshine  and  storm,  in  plenty  and  famine,  in  health 
and  disease,  the  work  of  beings  whose  envy  would  not 
permit  mankind  to  be  continuously  happy.  They 
painted  the  immortal  lords  of  the  Universe  after  the 
image  of  the  strongest  and  worst  of  their  own  race, 
and  strove  with  prayers  and  sacrifices  to  propitiate 
their  jealous  caprice.  Hence  came  those  real  or  legendary 
rites  in  Aulis,  where  the  noblest  of  maidens  of  Greece 
was  offered  as  a  victim  to  the  spirit  of  the  storm  ;  hence 
those  memorable  lines  of  Lucretius  which  form  the 
epitaph  of  dying  Paganism, 

"  A  new  era  was  about  to  dawn.  Christ  came,  bringing 
with  Him  the  knowledge  that  God  was  not  a  demon, 
but  a  Being  of  infinite  goodness — that  the  service  re- 
quired of  mankind  was  not  a  service  of  ceremony,  but 
a  service  of  obedience  and  love — obedience  to  laws  of 
morality,  and  love  and  charity  towards  men.     In  the 

6 


82  BENEATH  BOW  BELLS. 

God  whom  Christ  revealed,  neither  envy  was  known, 
nor  hatred,  nor  the  hungry  mahce  which  required  to 
be  appeased  by  voluntary  penances  or  bloody  offerings. 
The  God  made  known  in  the  Gospel  demanded  of  His 
children  only  the  sacrifice  of  their  own  wills,  and  for 
each  act  of  love  and  self-forgetfulness  bestowed  on  them 
the  peace  of  mind  which  passeth  all  understanding. 

"  Such  a  creed,  had  it  remained  as  it  came  from 
its  Founder,  would  have  changed  the  aspect  of  the 
earth. 

"  But  the  rules  of  life  as  dehvered  in  the  Gospel  were 
to  simple  and  too  difficult  ;  too  simple,  because  men  could 
not  thus  readily  shake  off  the  dark  associations  which 
had  grown  around  the  idea  of  the  Almighty  ;  too  difficult, 
because  the  perfect  goodness  thus  assigned  to  Him 
admitted  no  compromise,  refused  the  ritualistic  con- 
trivances which  had  been  the  substitute  for  practical 
piety,  and  exacted  imperatively  the  sacrifice  which 
man  ever  finds  most  difficult — the  sacrifice  of  himself. 

"  Thus  for  the  religion  of  Christ  was  exchanged  the 
Christian  religion.  ...  So  again  God  became  as 
man,  and  was  made  in  man's  image,  and  so  came  back 
ferocity  and  hate,  and  pride,  and  slander,  and  cruelty, 
sanctioned  by  the  creed  which  had  been  sent  into  the 
world  to  overcome  them.  The  wells  of  life  were  poisoned, 
and  truth  itself  was  made  the  instrument  of  evil." 

Froudc's  account  is  historically  accurate,  and  explains 
much  in  the  history  of  the  Christian  religion  and  in  the 
Christendom  of  to-day,  which  seems  contradictory. 
It  shows  the  type  of  religion  varying  with  the  varying 
conceptions  which  men  have  had  of  God,  though  the 
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final  outcome  must  depend  on  what  God  actually  is, 
and  not  on  what  men  think  Him  to  be. 

"  Evolutionary  history,"  says  W.  W.  Peyton,  "  knows 
three  forces  of  the  first  magnitude,  and  classes  them  as 
the  Incarnation,  Crucifixion  and  Resurrection  force,  and 
history  has  but  one  verdict  upon  these  forces  which 
have  domiciled  the  European  peoples  into  a  wholly 
new  social  economy."  Of  these  three  forces  we  are  now 
concerned  only  with  the  Incarnation  as  a  dynamic 
in  the  development  of  the  life  of  the  world,  and  as  a  factor 
in  the  promotion  of  international  Peace. 

We  repeat,  we  know  forces  by  the  work  they  do. 
We  repeat,  also,  that  the  great  and  radical  reformation 
which  is  to  result  in  the  elimination  of  war  and  the 
establishment  of  permanent  Peace  is  not  to  be  brought 
about  by  artificial  changes,  and  by  forces  working  from 
without — not  even  by  diplomatic  or  political  measures 
and  movements,  not  by  federations  of  peoples  or  new 
forms  of  government,  as  Kant  and  others  have  taught, 
any  more  than  the  transformation  of  the  spring-time  in 
northern  climes  could  be  the  result  of  scientific  manipu- 
lation or  of  organised  measures  adopted  by  men.  This 
is  all  effected  by  the  solar  forces  working  in  nature  from 
within  ;  as  the  human  reform  is  by  personal  forces 
working  from  within  also. 

There  are,  argues  Peyton,  three  elements  imparted 
to  the  human  faculty,  and  funded  into  Western  civilisa- 
tion, issuing  from  the  incarnate  Person  of  Christ.  These 
are,  the  unity  of  God,  the  kinship  of  God  with  man, 
and  the  unity  of  the  race.  They  lay  in  shade  in  the 
ancient  world,  but  were  brought  into  a  generous  light 
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by  the  new  relation  of  man  to  the  Eternal  Spirit  effected 
by  the  Incarnation. 

The  bearing  of  that  working  upon  the  barbarity 
of  war  and  the  establishing  of  Universal  Peace  is  too 
obvious  to  require  serious  argument.  Divine  Love  incar- 
nate in  humanity  must  abolish  all  causes  of  hatred  and 
strife.  The  manifestation  in  human  form,  so  as  to  be 
apprehensible  by  man,  of  the  Essential  Fatherhood, 
of  absolute  goodness  and  benevolence,  of  the  love  w^hich 
is  the  essence  of  the  Divine  Nature,  must  mean,  in  the 
course  of  time,  the  complete  uplifting  of  the  human  race 
from  the  plane  of  the  purely  animal,  the  triumph  of 
the  divine  in  man,  and  the  elimination  of  the  lower 
brute  nature — the  human  ape  and  tiger,  whose  passions 
are  the  prolific  parents  of  war. 

Jesus  Christ,  as  the  manifestation  in  a  human  being 

of  the  essential  and  "  apprehensible  "  nature  of  God, 

becomes,  as  St.   Paul  taught,  the  Creator,  out  of  the 

'existing  diverse  elements,  of  a  new  humanity,  so  making 

Peace, 

"  The  advent  of  the  Divine  personahty  of  Christ  in 
the  flesh  has  revealed  a  kinship  between  God  and  man, 
which  has  evolved  and  planted  love  into  the  religious 
sentiment,  wholly  changed  man's  outlook  and  his  rela- 
tions towards  God  and  his  fellow-man.  The  manifesta- 
tion of  God  in  humanity  is  a  force  destructive  of  separation 
between  man  and  man,  for  it  discovered  for  us  the 
unity  of  the  race  and  effected  a  rapid  change  in  the 
relation  between  men.  It  was  a  daring  innovation 
when  it  was  announced  that  there  was  neither  Greek 
nor   Jew,   circumcision   nor   uncircumcision,    bond   nor 
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free,  but  Christ  is  seen  in  all  men,  and  is  the  same  to 
all  men,  for  they  have  the  same  essential  nature  as  Plis 
own." 

Translated  into  the  terms  of  modern  life,  the  announce- 
ment would  be  most  startling  :  that  there  is  neither 
Englishman  nor  German,  Chinaman  nor  Jap,  Zulu 
nor  Kaffir  ;  that  these  are  artificial  distinctions  which 
contain  the  seeds  of  war  and  are,  therefore,  foolish 
and  mischievous.  The  announcement  would  be  startling, 
but  the  realisation  of  the  fact  that  man  is  more  than 
constitutions  and  national  distinctions,  will  yet  put  an  end 
to  war,  and  to  all  strife  that  springs  from  unbrotherly 
enmities,  and  issues  in  war. 

The  Incarnation,  moreover,  has  evoked  a  sense  of 
the  essential  worth  of  human  nature,  which  the  military 
idea  undervalues  ;  it  brings  into  relief  the  place  and 
worth  of  the  body,  which  war  destroys  :  "  How  much 
better  is  a  man  than  a  sheep  !  "  and  the  curious,  complex, 
and  "  wonderfully  made  "  mechanism  of  his  body  which 
the  Incarnation  declares  to  be  the  temple  of  the  Holy 
One,  is  far  too  precious  to  form  food  for  powder,  or 
manure  for  a  stubble  field.  The  inevitable  result  of  the 
Incarnation  in  raising  the  standard  of  human  values, 
will  be  the  elimination  of  war. 

It  may  be  re-stated  thus.  In  the  incarnate  life  of 
the  Son  of  God,  which  is  the  type  and  ideal  of  the  whole 
humanity,  there  is  an  entire  absence  of  the  enmities 
which  are  involved  in  war  and  are  its  predisposing  causes. 
"  He  has  abolished  in  His  flesh  the  enmity."  Human 
hatreds  and  the  bitter  fruit  they  bear,  are  incompatible 
with  the  spirit  and  character  which  His  Presence  inspires, 
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and  which  His  re-incarnation  in  the  individual  creates. 
The  incoming  of  love,  which  that  re-incarnation  means, 
involves  the  expulsion  of  hate,  and  all  the  lusts  and 
enmities  springing  from  hatred  and  selfishness,  which 
lead  to  war. 

Further,  in  the  incarnate  life  of  the  Son  of  God,  and 
His  consequent  union  with  us,  there  are  positive  and 
active  principles  which,  in  their  outworking  and  ultimate 
issue  in  human  society,  will  render  the  continuance  of 
war  impossible. 

These  are  inherent  in  the  Divine  Nature,  and  in  the 
mutual  relations  between  God  and  man.  So  God  manifest 
in  the  flesh  works  a  revolution  in  human  hfe,  individual 
and  social.  The  Incarnation  becomes  an  evolutionary 
force  transforming  man  into  God's  image. 

But  the  manifestation  of  man  is  involved  in  this  mani- 
festation of  God.  What  man  is  by  real  nature  and  origin, 
and  what  he  must,  therefore,  ultimately  become,  are 
both  made  apparent ;  and  the  vision  and  the  process 
of  its  realisation,  which  are  carrying  the  race  upward 
from  the  brute,  are  at  work  continually. 

For  the  Incarnation  is  an  abiding  force  and  a  per- 
petual process.  The  Christ  appeared  in  one  gener- 
ation for  all  the  generations.  "  God  with  us  "  is  a 
perpetual  fact.  Is  He  not  "  omnipresent  ?  "  He  was 
in  the  world,  and  the  world  was  made  by  Him  and 
the  world  knew  Him  not.  He  was  the  true  Light 
that  lighteth  every  man  coming  into  the  world,  but 
the  Light  shone  in  the  darkness,  and  the  darkness 
apprehended  it  nf)t.  He  was  tlic  ever  Visil)le,  but 
the  unpf^rccivcd, 
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Until  the  word  had  breath,  and  wrought 
With  human  hands  the  Creed  of  creeds, 
In  loveliness  of  perfect  deeds 

More  strong  than  all  poetic  thought. 

Christ  appears  in  all  the  generations  in  persons  who 
are  touched  by  His  Spirit,  drawn  into  the  sphere  of  His 
influence,  even  though  they  know  it  not,  and  they 
become  electric  wires  along  which  run  the  forces  of  love 
and  generosity  and  moral  vigour,  which  are  the  creators 
and  causes  of  all  true  reforms. 

The  Incarnation  then  has  a  threefold  significance. 

(i)  It  is  a  fact  of  history  from  which  dates  the  new 
departure  of  history. 

(2)  It  is  a  factor  in  history,  the  effective  force  in 
its  later  developments. 

(3)  It  is  a  force  still  making  history,  for  the  evolu- 
tionary energy,  which  is  remaking  humanity  and  the 
world,  springs  from  the  active  presence  of  the  God  who 
became  visible  in  Jesus  Christ,  who  incarnated  Himself 
in  humanity,  that  He  might  redeem  and  restore  humanity : 

That  God  who  ever  lives  and  loves. 

One  God,  one  law,  one  element, 

And  one  far-off  divine  event 
To  which  the  whole  Creation  moves. 

To  a  large  extent,  of  course,  it  will  depend  upon  men's 
conception  of  God  and  His  character,  as  to  the  effect 
which  the  fact  of  the  Incarnation  will  have  upon  their 
life  and  conduct,  especially  upon  their  estimate  and 
practice  of  war,  which  is  a  denial  of  all  that  God  and 
the  Incarnation  mean. 
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And  yet  not  whoUy.  Much  more  must  depend  upon 
the  actual  presence  of  God  and  upon  what  He  really 
is.  For  as  it  is  the  fact  and  energy  of  the  sun  that  work 
the  transformation  of  the  spring-time,  and  not  the  theories 
men  form  respecting  the  nature  and  action  of  light, 
so  it  is  the  living  presence  of  God  in  and  with  the  world 
that  is  the  fountain  of  all  human  progress,  and  of  all 
human  hope,  whatever  our  thoughts  of  Him  may  be. 

For  God  is  here  couldst  thou  but  see. 
All  tilings  of  beauty  are  of  Him, 
And  Heaven  that  holds  the  cherubim 

As  lovingly  embraces  thee. 

This  too  is  fact  that  the  poet  sings  : — 

God  works  in  all  things  ;    all  obey 
His  first  propulsion  from  the  night. 

Wake  thou  !   and  watch  !   The  world  is  grey 
"With  morning  light. 

And,  as  the  growing  of  the  new  day  is  the  light  shining 
more  and  more  to  the  noontide,  so  the  coming  of  the 
new  day  of  Peace  is  accompanied  by  a  clearer  conception 
of  "  the  God  of  Love  and  of  Peace,"  as  the  Apostle  Paul 
describes  Him — a  God  now  and  here,  apprehensible  by 
the  inner  Vision ;  not  merely  of  the  far-off  past  or  the 
problematic  future.  It  comes  to  this ;  that  each  man's 
type  and  tone  of  religion  depends  upon  his  conception 
of  God,  and  there  is  nothing  which  tests  the  tone  and 
development  of  the  religion  of  any  man  or  nation  so 
much  as  its  attitude  towards  this  pagan  and  atheistic 
practice  of  the  temporal  state — war,  which  is  the  denial 
of  God's  Fatherhood  and  goodness,  and  of  His  moral 
government  of  men,  whicli  is  the  government  of  fatherly 
love. 


CHAPTER  III. 

The  Evolution  of  Love. 

"  But  God  commendeth  His  own  love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ  died  for  us." — Romans  v.  8. 

"  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  also  in  Christ  Jesus." 

Phil.  u.  5 -I I. 

"  Hereby  we  know  what  Love  is,  because  Christ  laid  down  His 
life  for  us  ;  and  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  the  brethren." 

I  John  in.  i6. 

npHE  Crucifixion  is  not  only  a  fact  in  the  history  of 
the  world  ;  it  is  also  a  factor  in  its  moral  evolution. 
It  is  so  in  the  individual  life  ;  "  that  I  may  know  Him, 
and  the  fellowship  of  His  sufferings,"  was  the  holiest 
aspiration  of  an  Apostle — that  is  familiar  enough ; 
it  is  no  less  so  in  the  gradual  development  of  society,  but 
that  is  not  so  clearly  perceived. 

In  its  simplest  and  divinest  significance, — without 
touching  on  theological  theories — the  Crucifixion  is 
the  manifestation  and  commendation  of  love.  God 
commendeth — it  is  a  perpetual  present — God  commendeth 
His  love  toward  us  in  that  Christ  died  for  us  on  the  Cross. 
This  was  not  an  arbitrary,  compulsory  transaction. 
Its  value,  its  very  meaning,  lay  in  its  voluntariness. 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  satisfied  His  own  great  love,  which 
was  the  complete  human  expression  of  the  infinite  and 
eternal  love,  by  the   voluntary  surrender  of  Himself  to 
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death  for  the  sake  of  others.  Hereby  know  we  love, 
in  its  reality,  fulness  and  final  manifestation — hereby 
know  we  what  love  is — "  because  He  laid  down  His 
life  for  us." 

In  doing  so  He  obeyed  the  law  of  all  moral  being 
— the  law  of  love  itself.  For  love  has  only  one  form 
of  self-manifestation.  It  expresses  itself  by  giving — 
by  a  giving  which  is  sacrifice ;  for  the  gift  is  always  that 
of  its  highest  and  best — it  is  the  gift  of  self.  The  love  of 
God,  manifested  in  Christ,  is  the  grandest  and  completest 
expression  of  that  law  which  history  affords.  "  Greater 
love  hath  no  man  than  this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his 
life  for  his  friends." 

Now  may  we  start  with  the  further  elementary  remark 
that  revelation  is  adaptation — that  God's  mode  of 
making  Himself  known  to  men  must  necessarily  be 
through  their  own  nature — through  that  which  is  highest 
and  most  intimate  in  their  own  knowledge.  But  the 
greatest,  highest,  and  most  intimate  thing  of  which 
any  of  us  can  have  actual  knowledge  is  "  the  living 
being  which  each  man  calls  himself,"  as  Bishop  Butler 
has  it.  And  the  fullest  expression  of  selfhood,  even 
of  the  Divine  Selfhood  is  love.     God  is  love. 

The  divine  personality  expressed  itself  in  terms  of 
personality,  and  in  all  the  dramatic  incidents  of  a  human 
life,  but  its  fullest  and  clearest  expression  was  in  the 
voluntary  death  of  the  Cross  by  which  the  divine  love, 
the  essence  of  the  divine  personality,  became  for  ever 
visible.  But  if  it  be  true  that  love  is  the  divine  essence, 
then  it  is  infinite  ;  and  "  Almighty  "  applies  as  much  to 
the  play  of  the  divine  affections  as  to  the  sweep  of  infinite 
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power.  Love  is,  therefore,  the  greatest  force  in  the 
universe,  and  is  omnipotent  in  its  outworking.  "Thou  art, 
O  God,  Thy  will  is  the  law  of  all  things,  and  Thy  love 
is  the  law  of  Thy  will." 

Let  us  recall  the  scientific  definition  of  "  force."  It 
is  "  a  pull,  push,  weight,  pressure,  etc.,  and  can  be 
measured  in  the  vernacular  of  engineers  as  equivalent 
to  so  many  pounds  weight,  but  the  unjustifiable  use 
of  it  applies  it  to  work  done  by  a  force,  as  so  many  pounds 
raised  so  many  feet," 

"  Every  force  does  work  "  ;  let  me  repeat,  to  complete 
the  thought,  "  and  we  know  a  force  by  the  work  it  does." 
We  know  the  force  of  the  Crucifixion  by  the  work  it  has 
done,  and  is  doing,  in  history. 

It  has  been  well  pointed  out  that  the  introduction  of 
this  moral  force,  of  divine  self-sacrificing  love,  into  the 
experience  of  men,  forms  the  watershed  of  human  history. 
If  I  may  again  quote,  "  They  know  the  thrill,  tlie  sense 
of  world-making  who  have  roamed  over  the  plateau  of 
Schonwald  in  the  Black  Forest,  from  whose  eastern 
slopes  course  the  rills  making  the  streams  of  the  Brieg 
and  the  Brigach  which  unite  at  Donauschingen  to  send 
the  Danube  on  its  long  career.  They  know  it,  too,  in  a 
smaller  way,  who  have  found  their  way  to  Tweedsmuir  on 
the  Scottish  border,  from  which  Tweeddale  makes  for 
the  North  Sea."  Now  the  force  which  has  come  into 
human  history  and  excited  the  new  and  persuasive  inter- 
course and  interplay  between  man  and  God,  and  which 
gave  rise  to  the  great  stream  of  energy  and  progress 
which  is  still  sweeping  on  towards  the  ocean  of  divine 
fulfilment  and  righteousness  and  peace,  can  be  clearly 
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traced  to  its  sources  on  the  mountain  where  Christ  was 
crucified. 

(I)  Let  us  first  think  of  the  Crucifixion  as  a  historical 
fact.  "  The  death  of  Christ,"  says  W.  W.  Peyton,  "  in 
the  evolutionary  progression  drew  forth  into  clear  light, 
the  love  which  lay  in  the  plan  of  the  Creation.  The 
real  discovery  was  then  made  that  sympathy,  sacrifice, 
service,  are  affections  in  the  unseen  universe,  that  Nature 
is  underlaid  with  them,  and  that  we  arc  the  cherished 
objects  of  affection.  This  vision  of  divdne  love,  shown 
in  vicarious  suffering  and  death,  flashed  upon  an  aston- 
ished world,  broke  the  routine  of  nations,  revived  and 
recovered  a  sick  age,  and  ever  since  has  remained  a  force 
of  the  first  magnitude  in  our  affairs. 

"  Now  if  we  trace  the  history  of  its  working,  we  shall 
see  that  evolution  is  history  ;  it  is  the  history  of  progress  ; 
and  it  is  the  history  of  progress  in  love,  progress  in  the 
growing  perception  of  unseen  love  and  finer  intercourse 
with  it. 

"  The  epochs  of  European  history  are  presided  over 
by  this  perception. 

"  First,"  says  Peyton,  "  there  is  the  incandescent 
period  when  this  perception  drew  out  the  Christian 
society  which  has  given  distinction  to  all  the  subsequent 
centuries.  In  the  springtime  of  the  first  century  the 
Christian  mind  flowered  with  large  principles.  It  was 
felt  in  sympathy  with  Christ's  death  that  a  central 
principle  of  the  divine  administration  had  come  into 
active  operation,  a  secret  of  the  Creation,  kept 
hidden  from  the  beginning  of  the  world,  had  been 
uttered,  a  suspected  mystery  unveiled,  which  united  all 
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time  into  a  continuous  process,  and  the  seen  and  unseen 
into  one  realm. 

"  In  the  archives  of  the  soul  it  was  stated  that  He 
had  made  peace  between  man  and  man,  through  the 
blood  of  the  cross,  to  reconcile  things  in  heaven  and 
on  earth  ;  that  by  the  cross  He  had  slain  the  enmity 
among  the  nations,  and  had  given  all  nations  access 
in  love  by  the  Spirit  unto  the  Father.  This  discovery 
is  called  in  the  Pauline  epistles,  '  the  unsearchable  riches 
of  Christ '  and  '  the  fellowship  of  the  mystery  which 
from  the  beginning  had  been  hid  in  God  ' — the  mystery 
of  God  in  Christ. 

The  secret  of  the  principle  which  binds  earth 
and  heaven  into  one  system,  is  the  unsearchable' 
riches  of  an  affection — the  affection  of  love  which 
was  expressed  and  commended  to  us  in  the  Cruci- 
fixion. 

"  Theology  as  a  science  has  analysed  this  moral  force 
and  has  put  its  contents  into  the  well-known  phrases 
of  federal  headship,  imputation  of  merits,  satisfaction, 
propitiation,  redemption,  and  such  like,  each  presenting 
some  aspect  of  the  great  reconcihation.  They  connote 
ideas  which  once  belonged  to  a  coherent  system  of 
mediaeval  metaphysics ;  but  every  age  has  its  own 
metaphysics,  and  its  own  modes  of  expression.  The 
old  formulas  are  not  false,  but  the  new  wine,  that  which 
is  vital  and  effervescent,  will  not  be  held  in  old  skins  ; 
the  theological  leakage  is  a  marked  feature  of  our  own 
day." 

It  is  not  theology,  however,  that  I  am  discussing,  but 
fact — and  fact  as  bearing  upon  the  evolution   of  fresh 
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facts  in  the  progression  of  history,  and  their  ultimate 

issue  ; 

For  I  doubt  not  thro'  the  ages 

One   increasing   purpose  runs, 
And  the  thoughts  of  men  are  wid'ning 

With  the  process  of  the  suns. 

(2)  Let  US  think  of  the  fact  as  embodying  a  divine 
method.  St.  Paul's  statement  of  the  fact  is  sufficient 
for  our  purpose.  "  God  commendeth  His  love  toward 
us  in  that  while  we  were  yet  sinners  Christ  died  for  us." 
But  the  implication  of  the  fact,  and  the  conclusions  to  be 
drawn  from  it,  showing  it  to  be  not  only  a  fact  but  a 
factor,  not  only  a  factor  but  a  force  (all  factors  are 
not  forces,  though  all  forces  are  factors)  in  the  evolution 
of  international  peace,  and  also  showing  its  method  of 
action,  are  to  be  found  in  the  two  other  members  of  the 
trinity  of  passages, — "  Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which 
was  also  in  Christ  Jesus  :  who,  being  in  the  form  of 
God,  thought  not  His  equality  with  God  a  thing  to  be 
clung  to,  but  emptied  Himself,  taking  the  form  of  a 
servant,  being  made  in  the  likeness  of  men  ;  and,  being 
found  in  fashion  as  a  man,  He  humbled  Himself,  and 
became  obedient  unto  death,  even  the  death  of  the  Cross. 
Wherefore  also  God  highly  exalted  Him,  and  gave 
Him  the  name  which  is  above  every  name  ;  that  in  the 
name  of  Jesus  every  knee  should  bow,  of  things  in  heaven, 
and  things  on  earth,  and  things  under  the  earth  ;  and 
that  every  tongue  should  confess  that  Jesus  Christ 
is  Lord  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father." 

"  Hereby  know  we  what  love  is,  because  Christ  laid 
down  His  life  for  us  ;  and  we  ought  to  lay  down  our  hfe 
for  the   brethren." 


THE  EVOLUTION  OF  LOVE.  95 

The  practical  application  of  the  last  statement  is  some- 
what startling,  especially  for  those  who,  unthinkingly 
perhaps,  find  a  place  for  war  and  oppression  within  the 
four  corners  of  their  Christianity.  It  is  this  : — "  But 
whoso  hath  the  good  things  of  this  world,  and  seeth  his 
brother  have  need,  and  yet  shutteth  up  his  tender  com- 
passion from  him,  how  abideth  the  love  of  God  in  him  ? 
Let  us  not  love  with  the  word,  neither  with  the  tongue 
but  in  deed  and  in  truth."  Such  application  was  possible 
because  communion  with  the  sufferings  of  Christ  quickly 
effected  an  ethical  evolution  which  set  into  a  new  type 
of  character — a  character  which  was  gentle  and  unmilitary 
and  yet  so  strong  that  in  less  than  a  generation  it  turned 
the  mihtary-ridden  Roman  world  "upside  down" 
and  created  a  social  power  so  great  that  in  less  than  three 
centuries  even  the  Emperor  Constantine  found  it  policy 
to  form  alliance  with  it — extremes  meeting,  and  to  some 
extent  blending. 

There  has  been  considerable  controversy  over  the 
story  first  told  by  the  ecclesiastical  historian  Eusebius, 
some  twenty-five  years  after  it  was  said  to  have  occurred, 
of  the  Cross  seen  by  Constantine  the  Great  in  the  mid-day 
heavens,  with  the  legend,  "  By  this  Conquer  "  under- 
neath. When  and  where,  or  whether  at  all,  it  was  actually 
seen,  has  never  been  determined  by  historians.  Whether 
it  was  a  convenient  conception  of  the  Emperor,  borrowed 
from  the  mid-day  vision  of  Saul  on  the  Damascus  road, 
or  a  crafty  device  of  the  diplomatic  and  somewhat  uncer- 
tain historian,  will  never  now  be  known.  It  was  con- 
venient for  the  purposes  of  the  moment,  but  it  is  also 
significant  for  all  time.     Its  effects  were  most  mischievous. 
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for  it  was  the  imperial  recognition  of  Christianity  which 
henceforth  became  the  ally  and  servant  of  the  State, 
and  it  was  also  the  Christian  acceptance  of  the  imperalist 
method  of  arms. 

There  is  more  than  a  suggestion  in  history  that  the 
alliance  which  was  effected  between  Constantine  and  the 
Christians  was  the  crafty  work  of  Eusebius  himself. 
But  the  whole  conception  of  the  Cross  as  a  symbol  of 
divine,  redemptive,  and  regenerative  force,  which  was  to 
issue  in  final  triumph,  was  changed. 

The  cross  of  sacrifice  and  self-devotion  for  the  sake  of 
others,  became  the  cross  of  the  sword-handle  and  the 
symbol  of  the  destruction  of  others. 

This,  however,  could  never  have  been  effected  if  the 
real  significance  of  the  Cross  as  a  Christian  symbol  had 
not,  somehow,  favoured  the  designs  of  the  astute  mon- 
arch, and  offered  a  ready  instrument  to  his  ambition 
and  political  necessity.  How  often  has  it  served  the 
same  purpose  since  !  It  was  a  fatal  compromise,  so  far 
as  the  Kingdom  of  God,  and  the  reign  of  love  was 
concerned. 

But  in  its  true  inwardness  the  Christian  symbol  gave 
validity  to  the  vision  of  the  adventurous  monarch  though 
he  knew  it  not.  For  the  aims  of  Christ  were  somewhat 
similar  to  those  of  Constantine  ;  it  was  the  method  that 
differed,  and  once  the  Christ  Himself  was  tempted  to 
adopt  a  similar  method.  The  Cross  already  stood  for 
power — prudential  method — shall  I  call  it  political 
method  ?  Yes,  but  not  in  the  common  sense  of  the 
words — and  ultimate  conquest.  But  it  was  the  cross 
of  self-surrender  not  of  self-assertion,  of  sacrifice,  not  of 
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rapacity ;  of  service,  not  of  compulsion  and  conquest 
by  force,  that  so  stood.  The  Crucifixion  carried  as  its 
legitimate  and  inevitable  result  all  that  temporal 
monarchs  seek  by  force  of  arms,  but  fail  to  win,  because 
their  method  is  wrong.  It  does  not  come  that  way, 
though  men  think  it  must. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Mailed  Fist  or  the  Pierced  Hand. 

'T'HE  death  of  Jesus  was  not  only  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence of  His  fidelity  to  His  mission,  and  not  only 
His  final  witness  to  His  own  sincerity  and  single-minded- 
ness  ;  it  was  the  perfect  type  and  symbol  of  ethical 
principle  enunciated  in  the  words,  "  He  that  is  greatest 
among  you  shall  be  your  servant  "  (Matt,  xxiii.  il  ; 
Luke  xxii.  26)."  For  even  the  Son  of  Man  came  not  to  be 
ministered  unto,  but  to  minister,  and  to  give  His  life 
a  ransom  for  many  "  (Mark  x.  45). 

When  our  Lord  rose  from  the  dead  He  spoke  of  the 
awfulness  through  which  He  had  passed  in  this  way. 
"  Ought  not  the  Christ  to  have  suffered  these  things,  and 
then  to  enter  into  the  splendour  of  His  being  ?  "  (Luke 
xxiv.  26).  The  sufferings  and  the  splendour  were  cause 
and  effect  ;  but  how  seldom  is  that  perceived  ;  or  that 
the  Divine  method  of  achieving  greatness  and  conquest 
and  power  and  rule,  is  as  opposed  to  man's  as  East  to 
West.  The  thoughts  and  ways  of  God  are  as  much 
higher  than  those  of  man's  as,  to  use  Isaiah's  words,  "  the 
heavens  are  higher  than  the  earth." 

This  contrast  is  implied  in  a  remarkable  passage  of 
St.  Paul's,  in  which  he  uses  expressions  concerning  this 
very  fact  of  tlie  Crucifixion  which,  taken  by  themselves, 

98 


MAILED  FIST  OR  PIERCED  HAND.  99 

sound  almost  profane.  He  speaks  of  "  the  foolishness 
of  God,"  and  "  the  weakness  of  God,"  phrases  which  he 
adopts  to  serve  his  high  purpose.  The  foolishness  of 
God  " — if  there  were  indeed  such  a  thing — is  "  wiser 
than  men  "  ;  and  "  the  weakness  of  God  " — if  that  were 
possible,  is  "  stronger  than  men."  But,  the  Apostle  af- 
firms, the  Crucifixion, — the  fact  of  "  a  crucified  Christ  " 
is,  not  the  "  foolishness  "  or  "  weakness,"  but  the  wisdom 
of  God,  and  the  power  of  God. 

To  men  generally  the  divine  method  of  the  Cross 
— conquest  and  control  by  love — is  both  folly  and  weak- 
ness— arrant  folly,  absolute  weakness.  Do  we  not  hear 
it  so  stated  continually  ?  Scarcely  a  day  passes  in 
which  our  newspaper  does  not  contain  the  statement, 
or  its  implication,  in  some  form  or  another. 

Force  rules  the  world  still, 
Has  ruled  it,  shall  rule  it ; 
Meelcness  is  weakness, 
Strength  is  triumphant. 
Over  the  whole  earth 
Still  it  is  Thor's  day. 

That  government  must  necessarily  be  that  of  the  strong 
arm,  is  an  idea  which  seems  ineradicable  from  human 
thought,  and  any  suggestion  to  the  contrary  would  be 
impatiently  scouted.  As  with  government,  so  with  con- 
quest. All  extension  of  authority,  as  well  as  its  main- 
tenance, has  been,  and,  it  is  assumed,  must  ever  continue 
to  be,  by  the  strong  arm.  The  only  conquest  recognised 
as  possible  by  rulers  and  governments  is  that  of  the 
sword  ; — the  wild  beast  rending  in  pieces  and  then  appro- 
priating the  fragments — that  is  the  practice  of  the 
world. 
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What,  moreover,  is  the  condition  of  the  civilised 
world  in  this  year  of  the  Christian  era  ?  Is  it  not  that 
everywhere  the  strong  arm  wielding  the  sharp  sword 
is  looked  upon  as  the  final  authority,  and  the  lex  talionis — 
the  law  of  the  talons,  as  the  supreme  rule  of  life  ?  Exces- 
sive militarism  is  the  consequence.  The  so-called  Chris- 
tian nations  are  "  learning  war "  with  absolute  self- 
abandon.  Social  order,  we  are  told,  is  to  be  maintained, 
the  brute  masses  of  mankind  kept  in  check,  and  the 
strength  and  greatness,  and  even  the  safety,  of  nations 
secured,  by  organised  brute  force.  The  country,  in 
order  to  secure  its  safety,  hold  its  position  and  assert 
its  will,  must  have  more  and  yet  more  sharp  swords,  and 
strong,  skilful  hands  to  wield  them.  Therefore,  according 
to  the  current  creed,  preached  assiduously  in  some  of 
our  newspapers  and  by  professional  propagandists,  to 
undergo  military  training  is  "  the  whole  duty  of  man," 
and  to  "  learn  to  shoot  straight,"  the  first  lesson  of 
youth.  This  is  to-day's  gospel  of  the  kingdom  ;  this, 
according  to  some  apostles  of  the  hour,  is  the  most 
imperative  practice  of  life  for  the  Christian  nations  of 
the  world. 

In  an  accentuated  form,  perhaps,  but  meeting  with 
almost  universal  suffrage,  and  greeted  with  loud  acclaim, 
that  is  "  the  wisdom  of  thisworld."  And  if  the  questions 
were  proposed.  How  far  does  Christian  altruism,  the 
Spirit  and  the  Cross  of  Christ,  furnish  an  answer  to  the 
burning  questions  of  the  hour,  and  form  the  true  govern- 
ing principle  of  social,  national  and  international  hfe  ? 
May  love  be,  after  all,  the  true  basis  of  a  state  >  Is 
conquest  of  others  to  be  achieved  by  self-sacrifice  ?     Is 
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government  possible  by  patient  methods  of  self-abne- 
gation, self-control,  and  self-denial?  Is  any  rule  possible 
through  the  service,  rather  than  the  subjugation  of 
man  ? — such  questions  would  not  be,  for  a  moment, 
seriously  entertained ;  even  the  statement  of  them  would 
scarcely  obtain  a  hearing.  The  newspaper  editor  would 
toss  them  into  the  waste-paper-basket,  with  a  smile  ; 
the  public  audience  would  shuffle  its  feet  and  begin 
to  depart ;  the  polite  listener  would  raise  his  eyebrows 
and  shrug  his  shoulders  ;  and  the  rude  and  unsympathetic 
would  impatiently  whisper  "  Fool."  Yes,  indeed,  abso- 
lute "  foolishness." 

Yet  over  against  it  all  stands  for  ever  the  silent, 
significant  Cross,  symbol  of  the  soundest  philosophy 
and  the  truest  science,  mute  witness  to  the  wisdom 
and  the  power  of  God  ;  the  tested  wisdom  of  irresistible 
power,  of  love  and  sacrifice.  It  is  an  unchanging  fact, 
"  Love  is  Love  for  evermore."  The  story  of  the  Crucifixion 
cannot  be  eliminated  from  human  history,  and  the 
sum  total  of  the  Creation.  It  is  the  ultima  ratio — the 
last  resource  of  the  divine  government.  It  is  the  per- 
petual proclamation  of  the  fact  that  God  is  commending 
His  love  to  men.     The  Cross  stands  for  ever 

Towering  o'er  the  wrecks  of  time, 
All  the  light  of  sacred  story 
Gathers  round  its  head  sublime. 

Nor  can  it  be  eliminated  from  human  training,  discipline, 
and  development.  Neither  can  its  significance  be 
changed,  as,  in  a  sense,  a  scientific  fact,  which  is  one  of 
the  factors  in  the  moral  evolution  of  man.  And  as  an 
instrument  of  conquest,  the  Crucifixion  is  more  mighty 
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and  irresistible  than  all  the  marshalled  masses  of  brute 
force  that  ever  marched  to  the  battlefield. 

All  the  military  nations  of  antiquity  have  gone  down 
into  darkness,  destroyed  by  the  power  of  the  sword  they 
had  evoked  and  used.  But  the  Cross  still  lives  and 
testifies  not  in  vain,  although  for  the  time  men  may  mis- 
read its  message. 

It  was  a  true  voice  that  spoke  to  Astrid  the  Abbess, 
in  the  drama  of  the  old  Norse  Saga  as  interpreted  by 
Longfellow  :  its  utterance  is  still  appropriate  to  a  Chris- 
tian world  dominated  and  impoverished  by  the  military 
forces  it  maintains. 

Cross  against  corselet, 

Love  against  hatred, 

Peace-cry  for  war-cry  ! 

Patience  is  powerful  ; 

He  that  o'ercometh 

Hath  power  o'er  the  nations. 

Stronger  than  steel 

Is  the  sword  of  the  Spirit ; 

Swifter  than  arrows 

The  light  of  the  Truth  is  ; 

Greater  than  anger 

Is  Love,  and  o'ercometh. 

For  US,  too,  as  for  the  Nun  of  Nidaros,  there  are  the 
voices  in  the  midnight  ;  not  mystic  voices  as  "  that  of 
St.  John,  the  beloved  disciple,"  though  his  may  be  heard 
among  the  rest  ;  but  voices  that  interpret  the  common- 
place and  common-sense  elements  in  life.  For  all  our 
experience  declares  that  this  which  men  deem  "  foolish- 
ness "  is,  after  all,  the  truest  and  highest  practical 
wisdom  ;   there  can  be  no  real  conquest  or  rule  of  men 
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except  through  their  own  wills  and  moral  affections  ; 
besides,  it  is  common  fact  that  love  is  the  most  potent 
instrument  of  mastery,  and  kindness  the  strongest  method 
of  revenge  :  "If  thine  enemy  hunger,  feed  him  ;  if  he 
thirst,  give  him  drink  ;  for  in  so  doing  thou  shalt  heap 
coals  of  fire  on  his  head." 

But  it  may  be  said.  All  this  is  commonplace.  What 
has  it  all  to  do  with  international  politics  and  international 
peace  ?  Everything.  For  the  principles  that  govern 
the  life  of  the  individual  and  of  society,  have  their  widest 
and  most  fruitful  and  fateful  application  in  the  sphere 
of  international  relations. 

Let  me  make  one  application.  We  are  proud  of  the 
British  Empire,  on  which,  as  we  are  so  often  reminded, 
the  sun  never  sets  ;  and,  beyond  doubt,  British  rule 
has  been  on  the  whole  beneficent,  and  so  far,  a  blessing 
to  the  peoples  subject  to  it.  But  can  we  imagine  what 
the  result  would  have  been  had  Britain  gone  everywhere 
as  she  has  done,  obeying  the  colonising  instinct  of  a 
strong  prolific  race,  but  substituting  the  method  and 
rule  of  Christ,  embodied  in  her  Christianity,  for  her  own 
methods  of  conquest  ?  Would  she  have  had  a  narrower 
empire  than  she  has  to-day  ?  I  believe  not.  It  would 
have  been  a  different  one,  possibly,  but  just  as  real  and 
extensive,  and,  certainly,  nobler,  better,  more  glorious. 
For  had  she  carried  with  her  the  method  of  the  Christ, 
and  the  principle  of  His  conquering  Cross — service  and 
sacrifice — she  would  have  had  a  mighty,  populous  empire, 
devoted  to  her  sovereignty  and  enthusiastic  of  her  rule, 
even  in  places  where  to-day  she  has  only  the  memory  of 
the  millions  she  has  swept  into  death  and  oblivion,  or  the 
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multitudes  still  left  to  her,  whose  management  too  often 
emphasises  the  fact  that  sitting  on  the  safety-valve  is 
not  the  most  skilful  or  effective  method  of  control. 

Even  in  the  North-West  of  India  had  Britain,  with 
the  calm  consciousness  of  strength  and  of  a  single-minded 
purpose,  taken  the  Christian  method  of  conciliation  and 
kindness  into  the  vaUeysof  that  unhappy  region,  supposing 
it  were  necessary  for  her  to  go  there,  she  would,  even 
from  the  strategic  standpoint,  have  been  more  successful, 
for  she  would  have  built  up  a  strong,  living  rampart 
along  the  boundary  of  the  empire,  more  effective  as  a 
means  of  defence  than  even  the  snow-clad  Himalayas, 
or  than  any  "  scientific  frontier."  It  would  have  been, 
in  fact,  the  true  scientific  frontier. 

The  only  justification  heard  of  our  continuance  in 
Egypt  as,  indeed,  it  is  the  plea  for  our  rule  in  India,  too, 
is  that  we  have  been  of  service  there,  that  our  rule  has 
been  beneficial  to  the  natives  themselves.  It  is  a  tacit 
admission  of  the  seeming  "  fooUshness"  which  is  "  wiser 
than  men." 

And  so  all  the  world  over.  Therefore  for  this  constant 
preaching  of  the  gospel  of  force  let  us  substitute,  let  us 
proclaim,  for  nations  as  for  individuals,  the  gospel  of  the 
Cross,  not  as  a  means  of  personal  or  national  safety  and 
salvation  only,  or  mainly — to  care  for  that  alone  would 
be  the  quintessence  of  selfishness,  which  is  what  has  made 
the  world  what  it  is — but  as  the  method  of  ministering 
to  the  salvation  and  safety,  happiness  and  prosperity 
of  all  the  nations. 

Longfellow's  voices  of  the  midnight  are  for  us  sober, 
practical  voices,  but  they  may  be  prophetic  too,  for 
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The  dawn  is  not  distant 
Nor  is  the  night  starless, 
Love  is  Eternal  : 
God  is  still  God,  and 
His  faith  shall  not  fail  us. 
Christ  is  Eternal. 

If  we  believe  that,  we  shall  not  despair  of  the  ultimate 
success  of  His  method,  and  while  we  pray  more  earnestly 
"  Thy  Kingdom  come,"  we  shall  be  ready  to  ally  ourselves 
with  Him,  to  adopt  His  method,  and  to  work  our  best 
for  the  accomplishment  of  His  purpose. 

The  method  of  Jesus  is  two-fold — service  and  sacrifice. 
By  His  teaching  of  mutual  service  as  the  highest  form 
of  discipleship,  as  well  as  by  the  supreme  example  of  His 
own  life  and  death.  He  expressed  His  recognition  of 
sacrifice  or  service  as  the  great  instrument  of  human 
redemption,  or  the  uplifting  of  man  from  his  lower  or 
egoistic  self  to  a  higher  and  more  universal  life.  It  is 
here  we  find  the  fullest  expression  and  embodiment  of 
the  principle  of  human  solidarity,  of  the  inescapeable 
spiritual  interdependence  of  men. 

This  principle  applies  as  much  to  international  life  as 
to  individual.  In  illustration  of  this  proposition  I  will 
quote  the  words  of  an  honoured  Vice-President  of  the 
Peace  Society  who,  in  laying  down  a  presidential  office 
entrusted  to  him  by  his  Nonconformist  brethren,  said 
concerning  the  application  of  the  principle  of  sacrifice 
to  international  action,  and  its  possible  consequences  : — 

"  The  hardest  lesson  we  have  to  learn  is  that  a  nation 
which  would  fulfil  the  perfect  law  of  Christ  may  have 
to  give  its  life  for  its  testimony.  For  many  years  the 
thought  has  pressed  upon  me  that  if  England  is  to  fulfil 
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her  noblest  destiny,  she  may  be  called  to  be  a  sacrificial 
nation.  And  I  have  had  the  dream  that  the  sacrifice 
might  be  in  the  cause  of  peace.  If  England,  in  the 
plenitude  of  her  power,  should  lay  down  every  weapon  of 
a  carnal  warfare,  disband  her  armies,  call  her  fleets  from 
the  sea,  throw  open  her  ports,  and  trust  for  her  continued 
existence  only  to  the  sei"vice  she  could  render  to  the 
world,  and  the  testimony  she  would  bear  to  Christ,  what 
would  happen  ?  I  know  not  ;  and  the  doubt,  the 
knowledge  that  anyone  who  would  speak  of  such  a  thing 
would  not  command  a  serious  hearing,  has  made  me  a 
lonely  man.  But  it  comes  again  and  again  ;  the  longing 
will  not  be  repressed.  It  might  be  .  .  .  that 
the  example  would  be  enough,  and  that  the  nation 
would  continue  to  be  living  and  strong  in  the  gratitude 
of  all  peoples.  But,  if  otherwise,  what  then  ?  Such 
a  martyrdom  would  quicken  the  conscience  of  the 
world. 

"  I  am  sure  that,  so  long  as  the  vision  of  a  martyred 
nation  appears  absurd  and  impossible,  there  will  never 
be  a  Christian  nation.  This  also  I  believe,  that  until 
our  advocates  of  peace  fairly  apprehend  that  a  nation 
martyred  for  Christ's  sake  may  be  within  the  counsel 
of  God,  their  advocacy  will  lack  its  final  inspiration  and 
victorious  appeal." 

The  testimony  is  pathetic  ;  the  picture  of  loneliness 
arising  from  the  consciousness  that  men  would  deem 
his  deepest  convictions  and  his  holiest  dream,  "  foohsh- 
ness,"  is  tragic  and  touching.  But  his  closing  words 
come  as  an  appeal  from  the  Unseen,  by  which  "  He,  being 
dead,    yet    speaketh."    Dr.    Mackennal,    at    any    rate, 
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believed  that  the  Crucifixion  was  a  potent  factor  in  the 
promotion  of  international  peace. 

Let  us  then  gather  around  the  Cross,  not  to  join  with 
the  mocking  crowd,  or  with  the  soldiers  who  cast  dice 
for  the  possession  of  His  seamless  robe,  but  that  we  may 
catch  the  spirit  of  the  lonely  Sufferer,  and  learn  afresh  that 
the  cross  of  death  is  the  tree  of  life  for  the  nations  ; 
that  by  the  personal  defeat  and  the  divine  self-sacrifice 
exhibited  there,  has  been  manifested  the  divine  method 
of  the  conquest  of  others  by  the  crucifixion  of  self,  and 
the  government  of  others  by  the  irresistible  might  of 
self-surrendering  love. 


CHAPTER  V. 
The  Moral  Imperative  of  Christ's  Presence. 

"  The  power  of  His  resurrection." — Phil.  Hi.  lo. 
"  Go  ye  therefore  and  make  disciples  of  all  the  nations     .     .     . 
and  lo,  I  am  with  you  alway.even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." — 

Matthew  xxviii.  19,  20. 

"  And  last  of  all,  He  was  seen  by  me  also." — i  Cor.  xv.  8. 

"  And  he  laid  his  right  hand  upon  me,  saying,  Fear  not ;  I  am  the 
first  and  the  last  and  the  Living  one  ;  and  I  was  dead  and  behold, 
I  am  alive  for  evermore." — Revelation  i.  17,  18. 

"  And  I  saw  in  the  midst  of  the  throne,  and  of  the  four  living 
creatures,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders,  a  Lamb  standing  as  though 
it  had  been  slain." — Revelation  v.  6. 

\  PROMINENT  divine  has  pictured  [the  young 
community,  which  Jesus  Christ  left  behind  Him, 
in  words  which  are  no  less  beautiful  than  true  :  "In 
their  upper  rooms  the  brethren  met  to  break  bread 
and  pray  to  their  ascended  Lord.  It  was  the  most 
beautiful  spectacle.  The  new  faith  had  alighted  among 
them  like  an  angel,  and  was  shedding  purity  on  their 
souls  from  its  wings,  and  breathing  over  them  the  spirit 
of  peace.  Their  love  to  each  other  was  unbounded  ; 
they  were  filled  with  the  inspiring  sense  of  discovery ; 
and  as  often  as  they  met,  their  invisible  Lord  was  present 
in  their  midst.  It  was  like  heaven  upon  earth.  Whilst 
Jerusalem  around  them  was  going  on  its  ordinary  course 
of    worldlincss    and    ecclesiastical    asperity,   these    few 


MORAL  IMPERATIVE  OF  CHRIST'S  PRESENCE.  109 

humble  souls  were  felicitating  themselves  with  a  secret 
which  they  knew  to  contain  within  it  the  blessedness 
of  mankind  and  the  future  of  the  world." 

This  was  the  beginning  of  the  new  movement  of  brother- 
hood, which  was  to  be  world-wide  and  even  cosmic  in  its 
results  and  relations.  The  picture  is  not  overdrawn  ; 
it  is  in  fact  a  word-photograph  of  the  young  church 
and  its  environment,  and  a  prophecy  of  its  future.  The 
chief  point  of  the  view  is  this  :  "  As  often  as  they  met 
their  invisible  Lord  was  present  in  their  midst." 

The  same  feature  appears  later.  In  the  year  113  or 
114  A.D.,  the  Roman  deputy  of  the  province  of  Bithynia, 
in  Asia  Minor — Caius  Caecilius  Pliny — wrote  to  the 
Emperor  Trajan,  asking  him  how  he  should  carry  out 
his  law  regarding  secret  societies  in  the  case  of  the 
numerous  Christians  residing  in  his  province.  His  letter 
incidentally  throws  a  light  upon  the  Christian  assembly 
of  his  day.  Among  the  statements  which  he  had  elicited 
in  the  course  of  the  judicial  examination  of  those  who 
had  been  reported  Christians  but  were  prepared  to 
abjure  their  errors,  was  the  significant  one,  "  They  meet 
on  an  appointed  day  before  sunrise,  first  sing  a  hymn 
to  Christ  as  to  a  God,  then  take  an  oath,"  (sacrament) 
and  so  forth. 

The  significant  thing  about  these  early  Christian 
assemblies  is  the  conscious  presence  of  Jesus  Christ. 
They  lived,  not  by  the  memory  of  one  whom  they  had 
lost,  but  in  the  gladness  of  companionship  with  their 
risen  Lord,  who  had  been  crucified,  dead  and  buried, 
but  who  had  burst  the  bands  of  death,  broken  the  bondage 
of  the  imprisoning  tomb,  and  returned  to  take  His  place 
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among  His  friends,  and  once  again  at  the  world's  hearth- 
fire. 

This  is  historical  certitude,  attested  as  much  as  any 
fact  of  history  can  be. 

Again,  we  are  dealing  with  historical  fact ;  with  the 
theology  that  has  grown  up  around  it  I  am  not  now 
concerned. 

"That  Jesus  reappeared  to  His  disciples  after  His 
crucifixion,  and  that  His  ministry  was  continued  to  them 
with  tokens  of  yet  more  searching  and  irresistible  power, 
we  may  regard  as  the  fundamental  fact  of  New  Testament 
history.  The  language  and  the  very  life-plan  of  Jesus 
Christ  prophesied  of  His  resurrection,  and  the  whole 
subsequent  history  refers  back  to  it  and  takes  its  signifi- 
cance from  it.  Leave  this  out,  and  the  whole  record 
falls  into  an  inexplicable  jumble  and  loses  its  unity,  and 
Christianity  as  a  transforming  power  in  human  affairs 
is  a  most  unaccountable   phenomenon." 

This  is  where  the  fact  touches  our  subject.  The 
personal  and  political  changes  necessary  to  bring  about 
the  reign  of  permanent  and  universal  peace  can  not  be 
accomplished  by  any  mere  rearrangement  of  human 
environment — of  the  mere  circumstantia  of  life — they 
can  be  the  result  only  of  a  change  of  personal  character. 
It  is  man,  not  his  environment,  that  needs  to  be  reformed. 
New  combinations,  theories,  or  in  the  practical  sphere, 
new  agreements,  alliances,  etc.,  cannot  do  what  is  neces- 
sary. The  Kingdom  is  within,  it  cannot  be  established 
from  without.  The  early  promoters  of  the  new  order 
preached  Jesus  and  the  Resurrection,  and  by  that  preach- 
ing turned  the  Roman  world  "  upside  down." 
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The  resurrection  of  Jesus  is  one  of  the  stupendous 
facts  which  Christianity  offers  to  the  world  for  its  beUef, 
and  not  for  its  beUef  only,  but  for  its  experience  and 
absorption.  If  it  be  a  fact,  then  the  Christ  of  Palestine 
is  still  living.  That  is  not  a  matter  for  intellectual 
opinion  only — a  theory  or  a  dogma,  but  a  fact  that  may 
be  experimentally  tested,  and  as  such  has  to  be  reckoned 
with.  It  is  responsive  intercourse  with  the  hving  Christ, 
still  within  the  sphere  of  our  experience,  that  constitutes 
the  dynamic  power  of  Christianity. 

Its  bearing  upon  our  question  is  this  :  Essential 
Christianity  is  the  opposite  of  war  ;  but  it  seems  powerless 
to  eliminate  war  from  man's  world.     Why  is  this  ? 

The  fratricide  of  war  is  the  practical  contradiction  of 
Jesus  Christ.  The  brotherhood  which  was  vital  and  active 
in  Jesus  Christ  is  antagonistic  to  the  system  of  war,  and 
must  end  it  in  time.  In  His  conscious  presence  it  could 
not  thrive.  But  it  is  not  ended,  and  it  does  thrive  ;  the 
anomaly  has  to  be  explained.  Is  it  not  this  ?  that 
men  are  not  really  conscious  of  the  presence  ? 

The  question  may  be  stated  thus  :  What  Christianity 
would  be  without  the  resurrection  we  hesitate  to  con- 
sider, so  large  a  place  does  it  hold  in  Christian  thought 
and  inspiration.  Christianity  would  go  far  towards 
becoming  a  merely  ethical  system,  modifying  hfe,  indeed, 
but  without  abihty  to  recreate  it  ;  striking  no  such  deep 
root  into  human  nature  as  is  necessary  for  a  religion  which 
would  live  and  spread  over  the  world,  and  gradually 
transform  the  Hfe  and  character  of  its  inhabitants. 

It  would  still  be  helpful,  but  it  would  be  unable  to 
deliver  its  adherents  from  the  bondage  of  a  life  oppressive 
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because  hopeless,  and  restless  because  doomed  by  its 
constitution  to  seek  a  God  whom  it  could  not  know. 
As  to  increasing  its  adherents  and  still  more  to  its  uphft- 
ing  the  race,  it  would  lack  the  ability  to  do  either.  It 
would,  therefore,  cease  to  be  a  dynamic  in  the  life  and 
progress  of  humanity  ;  and  this  partly  for  the  reason  that 
with  the  loss  of  the  resurrection  would  probably  go  that 
peculiar  centralisation  of  religion  in  persondity  which 
was  the  substance  of  the  teaching  of  Jesus,  and  of  which 
His  teaching  was  the  final  emphasis.  It  is  one  thing 
to  believe  in  the  historic  Jesus,  who  was  unique  in  His 
person  and  character,  and  another  to  cherish  a  present 
loyalty  to  the  Jesus  who  said,  "  Lo,  I  am  with  you 
alway,  even  unto  the  end  of  the  world." 

The  value  of  the  Resurrection  as  a  fact  of  experience 
and  a  factor  in  human  life,  especially  in  the  promotion 
of  the  kingdom  of  righteousness  and  peace,  was  never 
more  admirably  and  forcibly  stated  than  by  the  greatest 
warrior  of  modern  times.  The  story  is  told,  and  the 
authorities  on  which  it  is  based  given,  by  Canon  Liddon, 
who  introduces  it  by  saying  that  if  the  first  Napoleon  was 
not  a  theologian  he  was  at  least  a  man  whom  vast 
experience  had  taught  what  kind  of  forces  can  really 
produce  a  lasting  effect  upon  mankind,  and  under  what 
conditions  they  may  be  expected  to  do  so. 

On  the  rock  of  St.  Helena  the  conqueror  of  civilised 
Europe  had  leisure  to  gather  up  the  results  of  his  unparal- 
leled life,  and  to  ascertain  with  an  accuracy  not  often 
attainable  by  monarclis  and  conquerors,  his  own  true 
place  in  history.  When  conversing,  as  was  his  habit, 
about  the  great  men  of  the  ancient  world,  and  comparing 
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himself  with  them,  he  turned,  it  is  said,  to  Count 
Montholon  with  the  inquiry,  "  Can  you  tell  me  who 
Jesus  Christ  was  ? "  The  question  was  dechned,  and 
Napoleon  proceeded,  "  Well,  then,  I  will  tell  you. 
Alexander,  Caesar,  Charlemagne  and  I,  myself,  have 
founded  great  empires,  but  upon  what  did  these  creations 
of  our  genius  depend  ?  Upon  force.  Jesus  alone 
founded  His  empire  upon  love,  and  to  this  very  day 
millions  would  die  for  Him."  This  is  germane  to  my 
purpose,  because  of  the  remarkable  comparison,  or 
rather  contrast,  between  himself  and  Jesus  which  it 
presents. 

Here,  surely,  says  Liddon,  is  the  common-sense  of 
humanity ;  and  he  adds  that  this  work  of  Christ  is 
not  merely  a  fact  of  history,  it  is  a  fact,  blessed  be  God, 
of  human  experience. 

It  was  as  such  that  the  fact  first  declared  itself.  The 
earliest  presentation  of  Christianity  in  history,  in  the 
Acts  of  the  Apostles,  reveals  it  attended  by  wonderful 
power,  but  the  extraordinary  phenomena  which  marked 
the  new  departure  were  all  associated  with  the  personality 
of  the  risen  Jesus. 

The  remarkable  result  is  seen  most  signally  in  the 
experience  of  Saul  of  Tarsus,  who  was  a  bitter  persecutor 
of  the  followers  of  the  new  way  until  the  moment  of  his 
discovery  that  Jesus,  who  had  been  crucified,  was  actually 
alive.  The  preaching  of  Stephen  and  other  influences 
arising  out  of  his  contact  with  the  disciples  of  Jesus 
had  touched  him,  provoking  hostility  and  irritation, 
so  that  even  his  persecuting  energy  was  caused  by  the 
pricks  of   the   goad  on  his  sensitive   religious  nature. 
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But  the  moment  he  perceived,  in  the  flash  of  Winding 
hght  on  the  Damascus  road,  which  was  yet  a  revealing 
glory,  that  Jesus  the  Crucified  was  living,  his  whole  soul 
surrendered,  and  in  the  intense  ejaculation,  "  Lord, 
what  wilt  Thou  have  me  to  do  ?  "  there  is  the  spontaneous 
utterance  of  an  eternal  loyalty. 

It  is  idle  to  discuss  the  subjectivity  or  objectivity 
of  the  vision  of  Saul.  He  never  questioned  it  himself. 
"  Last  of  all,"  he  said,  writing  about  it  years  afterwards, 
"  He  was  seen  by  me  also  as  by  the  one  born  out  of  due 
time." 

The  change  was  as  great  as  that  wrought  by  an  adjust- 
ment of  focus,  which  makes  everything  in  a  scene  stand 
out  distinctly  to  its  utmost  verge,  reveals  presences 
previously  hidden,  and  makes  all  things  new  to  sense 
and  intelligence. 

It  is  vision  that  changes  everything.  So  it  was  with 
Saul  of  Tarsus  ;  so  it  must  be  with  all  who  awake  to 
the  consciousness  of  Jesus  Christ  as  a  living,  present 
personality. 

A  remarkable  present-day  instance  is  given  by  Arch- 
deacon Wilberforce  in  a  page  of  autobiography,  to  be 
found  in  one  of  his  sermons.     It  does  not  refer  directly 
to  our  question,  I  quote  it  as  an  illustration  of  the 
principle. 

"  Now,  whilst  I  would  carefully  avoid  dogmatising 
with  regard  to  one  of  God's  most  unfathomable  mysteries, 
the  aspect  of  the  Holy  Spirit  of  this  dispensation  which 
most  reaches  down  into  and  edifies  my  own  soul,  is  His 
revealed  identity  with  the  risen,  glorified,  ever-present 
Saviour.     ...     A  study  of  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles 
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in  the  revised  version  brings  out  the  identity  of  the 
Pentecostal  Holy  Ghost  with  the  risen  Jesus,  as  there 
the  Spirit  is  called  '  the  spirit  of  Jesus.'  It  is  a  blessed 
truth  to  reach  and  rest  in,  this  invisible,  indwelling,  all- 
surrounding  presence  of  our  risen  Lord, — which  is  not  so 
much  a  physical  conjunction  as  a  positive  interpenetration 
of  existence,  converting  the  soul,  renewing,  guiding, 
comforting,  restraining,  sanctifying  the  moral  hfe. 
It  meets  us  at  every  turn  and  necessity  of  our  daily 
lives  " 

Now,  in  all  sober  earnestness,  I  am  compelled  to  say, 
as  the  result  of  some  study  and  experience,  that  I  know 
of  nothing  that  will  produce  moral  conviction  and 
earnestness  in  regard  to  this  question  of  war,  but  the 
consciousness  of  the  actuality  and  living  person  of  Jesus 
Christ,  who  is  the  opposite  and  perpetual  rebuke  to  the 
crime  of  war,  which  General  Sherman  described  as 
"  Hell,"  and  John  Hay  as  "the  most  futile  and  ferocious 
of  human  follies."  It  was  so  in  the  case  of  Napoleon,  it 
must  be  so  in  that  of  everyone  who  is  not  disobedient 
to  the  heavenly  vision,  but  will  be  honest  with  it  and 
himself. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

Affirmations  of  the  Resurrection. 

npHE  revelation  will  be  twofold  : — 

First,  as  to  the  moral  hideousness  and  criminality 
of  the  whole  business.  Lord  Wolseley  has  thrown  some 
light  upon  the  morality  and  the  methods  of  war  which 
ought  to  help  us  here.  Old-fashioned  moral  maxims, 
copy-book  sentences,  and  pretty  little  schoolboy  senti- 
ments about  "Truth  is  always  best,"  "  Honesty  is  the 
best  policy,"  and  such  like,  he  says,  are  wholly  out  of 
place  in  soldiering,  and  he  is  honest  enough  to  tell  us  why 
and  what  is  its  practice.  Then  there  is  his  description  of 
the  highest  and  holiest  thrill  and  ecstasy  of  which  a  man 
is  capable,  which  comes  in  the  wild  rush  at  the  head  of  a 
column  against  the  enemy  in  battle. 

What  will  reveal  the  hideousness  and  inhumanity 
of  all  this  ?  Arguments,  Diplomatic  Reports,  Studies 
in  International  Law,  Congresses,  Conferences  and  Con- 
ventions ?  No  !  for  the  evil  is  moral  and  social,  not 
merely  intellectual.  No  !  the  vision  of  the  actual  hving, 
loving,  ever-present  Christ — Brother  and  Redeemer  of 
men  in  all  the  spheres  of  their  life  and  activity. 

Then,  secondly,  as  to  the  politics  of  war — the  ex- 
pediency of  the  things  President  Roosevelt  is  constantly 
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harping  upon,  and  Lord  Roberts  and  his  friends,  and 
some  others  who  ought  to  know  better,  are  scare-raising 
about — how  are  you  to  reach  the  truth  about  these  ? 
Not  by  arguments,  theorising,  philosophising,  and, 
still  less,  I  fear  by  preaching. 

By  what,  then  ? 

Now,  if  you  could  only  get  these  military  advocates 
and  scaremongers  to  see  that  Mr.  Matthew  Arnold  was 
right  when  he  wrote  about  a  power  not  ourselves  that 
makes  for  righteousness,  it  would  be  doing  something — 
making  a  beginning,  perhaps.  And  the  certainty  of  God's 
moral  Government — not  merely  of  the  universe  that  is 
so  vast  as  to  be  practically  unintelligible  ;  "  Wh.d±  is  so 
high  that  you  cannot  see  over,"  said  Kingsley,  "  is  as 
good  as  infinite," — ^but  His  moral  government  of  men's 
daily  lives,  of  social  matters,  of  national  affairs,  as 
the  old  Hebrew  seers  so  clearly  perceived — and  of  inter- 
national transactions  and  relations — if  the  reality  and 
certainty  of  all  these  were  brought  home  to  us,  things 
might  improve. 

But  better  still,  if  the  Divine  Wisdom,  the  absolute 
common-sense — "  the  common-sense  of  humanity,"  as 
Liddon  termed  it — of  the  great  morahst  and  anti-mili- 
tarist, Jesus  Christ,  were  to  mingle  with  our  meditations 
as  in  the  case  of  Napoleon,  or,  more  notably  still,  of 
Tolstoy,  in  these  later  times ;  what  then  ?  Or  if  the  Son 
of  God  Himself  came  before  us,  not  as  the  core  of  a  creed 
not  dead,  but  living — 

No  fable  old,  nor  mythic  lore, 

Nor  dream  of  bards  and  seers. 
No  dead  fact  stranded  on  the  shore, 

Of  the  oblivious  years, 
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but  in  the  freshness  of  His  wisdom,  or  the  beauty  of  His 
compassion,  or  the  awe-inspiring  sternness  of  His  indig- 
nation against  wrong  ;  as  when  He  stood  among  His  dis- 
ciples and  breathed  His  evening  greeting  of  "  Peace  be 
unto  you";  or  as  wlien  His  face  was  haloed  with  glory 
brighter  than  that  of  the  Syrian  noonday,  and  the  soul  of 
Saul  with  ecstatic  wonder  cried,  "  Lord,  what  wilt  Thou 
have  me  to  do  ?  " 

It  is  easy  to  say  that  the  certainty  of  the  resurrection 
thus  attested  would  furnish  ample  proof  of  the  truth  of 
Christianity ;  it  would  mean  more  than  that. 

A  simple  flash  of  revealing  light — a  true  adjustment 
of  the  focus  of  human  vision — would  do  it  all.  And  that 
may  come  suddenly,  as  the  vision  to  the  apostle  in  the 
noontide,  as  the  wrestling  personality  to  the  fear-stricken 
patriarch  in  the  midnight  by  the  brook  Jabbok. 

It  would  mean  the  raising  of  a  great  hope,  and  the 
final  extinction  of  pessimism.  The  certainty  of  the 
Resurrection  would  imply  the  triumph  of  every  good  and 
great  cause  for  which  men,  either  in  their  wisdom  or 
madness,  have  ever  striven.  The  Crucifixion  without  the 
Resurrection  would  be  a  tragedy  of  despair,  for  it  would 
mean  that  when  immaculate  goodness,  truth,  tenderness 
and  love  were  materialised  in  human  life,  they  were  ex- 
pelled, destroyed,  annihilated  for  evermore.  The  an- 
nouncement of  that,  if  it  had  been  possible,  would  have 
been  the  knell  of  the  world's  happiness  and  hope. 

But  the  Resurrection  affirms  the  vitality  and  ultimate 
victory  of  all  that  is  good,  and  great,  and  excellent.  It 
is  the  unchallengeable  verdict  as  to  the  final  triumph  of 
sclf-sacri tiring  love.     And  so  it  ajipcars  in  the  synnbolism 
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of  the  early  Church.  "  And  I  saw  in  the  midst  of  the 
throne  (the  central  seat  of  authority  in  the  universe)  of 
the  four  living  beings,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  elders  (the 
principalities  and  powers  of  the  cosmic  state)  a  Lamb 
standing  as  if  it  had  been  slain  "—the  Love  that  gave  itself 
to  death  on  the  Cross,  living,  ruling,  triumphant,  for  ever, 
in  all  the  worlds. 

The  Resurrection  makes  for  ever  clear  the  historic  fact 
that  the  Prince  of  Peace  was  not  defeated,  and  so  conhrms 
the  prophecy  that  "of  the  increase  of  His  Government  and 
of  peace  there  shall  be  no  end."  That  is  a  certainty 
centred  in  the  nature  and  necessity  of  the  moral  order 
of  things.  It  is  the  testimony  that  the  divine  experiment 
of  manifested  love  was  not  a  failure  and  cannot  be  ; 
that  love  was  not  overthrown  and  overwhelmed  by 
liate,  but  rose  triumphantly  from  the  catastrophe  of 
the  cross,  which  becomes  henceforth  the  ladder  of  man's 
ascent  to  the  highest  and  best,  upon  which  too  the 
angels  of  God  come  and  go,  for  our  dehverance.  Love 
was  not  annihilated  ;  on  the  contrary,  "  Hereby  we  know 
what  love  is,  because  He  laid  down  His  hfe  for  us." 

Certainty  as  to  the  resurrection  would  mean  the 
correction  of  the  false  notions  that  invade  our  social 
and  national  life.  Our  whole  experience  tells  us  of  the 
practical  omnipotence  of  kindness  and  friendliness 
and  love.  And  yet  we  dare  not  trust  them.  The 
working  of  the  law  of  active  benevolence  in  human  affairs 
and  in  every  sphere  is  not  attended  with  uncertainty, 
and  yet  we  simply  dare  not  rely  upon  our  experience, 
and  so  we  base  the  whole  economy  of  life — especially  of 
national  life — upon  the  methods  of  mistrust  and  hate 
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and  the  destructiveness  of  war  ;  which,  let  us  remember, 

is   a  most    mischievous    and    destructive    agent    even 

in  its  incipient  stages.     A  mere  threat  of  war  in  these 

days   would   be    almost    as   unsettling   and   disastrous 

as  war  itself.     No  !    we  dare  not  trust  the  better  way 

and  the  diviner  forces — and  sometimes  it  would  almost 

appear  as  if  we  do  not  want  to. 

The  Quaker  poet,  Whittier,  ends  one  of  his  poems, 

a  dream  of  disarmament,  with  the  words  : — 

"Hate  hath  no  harm  for  love,"  so  ran  the  song 
"And  Peace  unweaponed  conquers  every  wrong." 

So  it  is  ;  and  we  should  like  to  think  it  so.  Indeed  we 
admit  it  as  theory — there  is  something  in  the  soul  of 
each  of  us  that  thrills  with  response  to  the  very  thought. 
Yet  how  many  of  us  would  dismiss  it  impatiently  with 
a  shrug  of  the  shoulders,  and  the  remark,  "  A  very 
pretty  conceit,  but  poetry." 

Crucified  love  rose  from  the  tomb.  Nay,  you  cannot 
crucify  love  :  it  is  one  of  the  deathless  entities  ;  it  is 
timeless  and  cannot  really  be  touched  by  temporal 
changes.  Love  is  an  eternal  force  ;  you  cannot  nail 
it  to  a  cross  of  wood.  Love  is  God,  and  in  His  con- 
sciousness there  is  no  death — "  all  are  hving  unto  Him." 
He  is  the  first  and  the  last — the  Living  One  who  died, 
but  is  alive  for  evermore  ;  dead,  but  living ;  deathless 
and  unconditioned,  yet  stooping  to  our  conditions  and 
clothing  itself  with  our  limitations.  Oh  !  the  mystery 
and  the  rapture  of  it  all  !  Jesus  Christ,  the  love  incar- 
nate, is  the  same  yesterday,  and  to-day,  and  for  ever. 

All  authority,  He  says,  is  Mine.     Go  ye  therefore  to 
your  task  of  winning  the  nations,  and  do  it  patiently 
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and  well.  For  lo  !  I  am  with  you  all  the  days  to  the 
very  end.  I  think  we  cannot  despair  of  the  great  cause 
of  peace  among  men  with  which  He  has  specially  identified 
Himself,  and  in  the  service  of  which  men  most  resemble 
God,  if  this  be  so. 

Again,  the  Apostle  St.  Paul  speaks  of  "  the  power  of 
His  resurrection."  That  is  not  a  fact  dead  and  done 
with,  then — "  stranded  on  the  shores  of  the  oblivious 
years."  It  is  an  active  principle,  "  that  even  as  Christ 
was  raised  from  the  dead  by  the  glory  of  the  Father, 
so  we  also  should  walk  in  newness  of  life." 

"  The  three  great  forces  which  have  gone  to  the 
making  of  Western  civihsation,"  says  W.  W.  Peyton, 
"  are  the  gi'eatest  in  the  world.  These  are  the  Incar- 
nation, the  Crucifixion,  the  Resurrection,  and  passing 
of  Christ  into  the  silent  Kingdom.  The  Western  man 
having  come  into  communion  with  Christ,  receives  these 
forces  to  mould  his  character  and  the  social  economy. 

"  The  presence  of  Christ  in  the  heavens  is  the  supreme 
stimulus  which  has  pushed  the  Western  world  beyond 
the  Eastern." 

But  it  may  be  said  that  the  working  of  these  forces 
in  Western  civihsation  has  not  made  the  nations  less, 
but  more  warhke.  Granted.  It  is  evident  that  their 
working  has  meant  a  general  quickening  of  all  faculties 
and  capabilities.  But  evolution  proceeds  slowly  ;  forces 
work  imperfectly  or  intermittently ;  development  takes 
time.  One  of  Mr.  Herbert  Spencer's  canons  of  biological 
science  is  that  "  a  habihty  to  be  unfolded  arises  from  the 
actions  and  reactions  between  organisms  and  their 
fluctuating   movements."     In    time    the    presence    and 
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influence  of  the  risen  Christ  must  have  its  legitimate 
result,  irregular  and  intermittent  though  the  action 
may  seem.  What  I  mean  by  legitimate  result  is  amply 
illustrated  by  St.  Paul  in  liis  letter  to  the  saints  at  Ephesus 
in  regard  to  the  unifying  of  races  in  that  church  and 
city.  The  power  of  Christ's  resurrection  must  result 
in  "  newness  of  hfe  "  for  the  nations  and  in  the  assimilation 
of  men  into  His  character — that  is  into  resemblance 
of  One  who  would  not  save  His  life  by  an  appeal  to  arms, 
though  He  had  the  legions  at  command — but  voluntarily 
laid  it  down  for  others.  Such  assimilation  is  surely 
what  Christianity  signifies. 

The  question  now  raised  depends  upon  another. 
What  is  to  revitalise  Christianity  and  make  it  really 
dynamic  ?  It  is  a  large  question  I  know,  and  covers 
many  other  points  that  are  vital  and  pressing.  Yet 
in  its  concentrated  application  it  belongs  especially 
to  this  matter  of  war  and  the  militarism  of  Christendom, 
which  is  its  most  distinguishing  and  startling  feature. 

In  a  curious  argument,  which  is  deprecatorj'  of  war 
even  while  it  is  apologetic  for  it,  the  author  of  the  last 
Bampton  lecture  says,  "  If  the  world  were  Christian  there 
would  be  no  war,  and  no  need  of  war  ;  but  in  a  world  that 
is  slowly  becoming  Christian,  war  is  not  the  first  thing 
we  see,  nor  the  first  to  be  abolished." 

The  admission  "  If  the  world  were  Christian  there 
would  be  no  war  and  no  need  of  war  "  is  enough. 

But  why  is  the  world  not  Christian — the  Christian 
world  at  any  rate  ?  Why  is  Christianity  so  powerless 
to  work  what  even  Mr.  Pcile  admits  here  is  its  kgilimate 
and  inevitable  result  ?     Wherein  lies  the  impolcncy  ol 
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the  Gospel  ?  Is  it  not  true  ?  Admittedly  it  is. 
What  then  is  wanting  ?  We  need,  as  F.  W.  Robertson 
intimates,  certitude — scientific,  convincing  certitude — 
instead  of  mere  professional  veracity. 

And  that  certitude  is  here  within  reach,  for  the  Christ 
is  living.  That  is  not  beating  about  the  bush — it  is  not 
logomachy  ;  it  is  not  mysticism  ;  it  is  simple,  sober, 
scientific,  i.e.,  verifiable,  fact. 

Speak  thou  to  Him  for  He  hears. 
And  Spirit  with  Spirit  can  meet, 

Closer  is  He  than  breathing 
Nearer  than  hands  or  feet. 

Every  attempt  at  worship  testifies  to  that  fact.  Ever- 
living  !  ever-present  !  Lo,  I  am  with  you  all  the  days. 
Would  that  we  could  get  the  change  of  focus,  or  whatever 
may  be  needed,  so  that  what  Mr.  Benson  calls  "  The 
Light  Invisible  "  may  fall  upon  us.  The  evidences  of  the 
resurrection,  of  the  presence  of  the  risen  Lord,  are  plenti- 
ful, but  what  is  the  glory  of  a  landscape  to  the  unseeing 
eye  ;  or  beauty  if  it  be  not  in  the  eye  of  the  beholder ; 
or  music  to  the  man,  who,  like  Charles  Lamb,  has  no 
ear  ?  It  is  the  vision  of  the  risen  Christ  we  want ;  then, 
as  the  Dean  of  Westminster  said,  we  should  have  apostles 
of  reconciliation,  not  merely  schemes. 

My  remedy  is  not  fanciful.     I  am  not  dreaming  or 
romancing.     The  vision  is  not  confined  to  Syrian  skies, 
or   Eastern  highways,  or   highly   strung    and   excited 
travellers.     There  are  many  who  can  say  with  Richard 
Le   Gallienne, 

But  all  the  while  my  Lord  I  meet 
In  every  London  lane  and  street. 
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The  later  ministry  of  R.  W.  Dale,  of  Birmingham 
was  marked  by  a  memorable  incident,  which  is  thus 
related  in  his  hfe.  He  was  writing  an  Easter  sermon, 
and,  when  halfway  through,  the  thought  of  the  risen 
Lord  broke  in  upon  him  as  it  had  never  done  before. 
"  '  Christ  is  alive,'  I  said  to  myself ;  '  alive  !  '  and  then 
I  paused.  '  Alive  !  '  and  then  I  paused  again.  '  Ahve  ! 
can  that  really  be  true  ?  Living  as  really  as  I  myself 
am  ?  '  I  got  up  and  walked  about  repeating  '  Christ 
is  Hving  !  Christ  is  living  !  '  At  first  it  seemed  strange 
and  hardly  true,  but  at  last  it  came  upon  me  as  a  burst 
of  sudden  glory,  '  Yes,  Christ  is  living  !  '  It  was  to  me 
a  new  discovery.  I  thought  that  all  along  I  had  believed 
it,  but  not  until  that  moment  did  I  feel  sure  about  it. 
I  then  said,  '  My  people  shall  know  it ;  I  shall  preach 
about  it  again  and  again  until  they  believe  it  as  I  do 
now.'  "  And  he  did.  Of  the  results  of  this  experience 
— ^in  his  work  at  Carr's  Lane  and  the  custom  which  arose 
of  singing  an  Easter  hymn  every  Sunday  in  the  ser^dce 
— in  the  book  "  The  Living  Christ  and  the  Four  Gospels," 
which  he  himself  belie\-ed  to  be  one  of  the  most  helpful 
things  he  had  ever  written,  and  which  Dr.  Amory  Bradford 
has  said  has  done  more  for  the  people  of  America  in  making 
them  realise  that  Christ  was  really  alive  than  any  other 
book  he  knew  ;  and  in  a  quickened  and  consecrated 
ministry  which  was  the  consummation  and  crown  of  a 
remarkably  successful  ministerial  career — this  is  not  the 
time  to  speak. 

It  is  not  an  isolated  incident.  A  fortnight  ago.  Dr. 
Hanson,  a  prominent  Presbyterian  pastor  in  London, 
related  a  similar  sUny  of  recent  cxix;ricncc  to  a  Loudon 
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audience  in  the  next  street  to  this,  and  remarked  upon 
the  similarity  of  his  experience  to  that  of  Doctor  Dale. 

Dr.  W.  J.  Dawson,  for  a  number  of  years  a  most 
successful  preacher  in  a  northern  suburb,  in  two  of 
his  books,  "  The  Empire  of  Love  "  and  "  A  Prophet 
in  Babylon,"  tells  of  an  experience  which  came 
to  him  making  all  things  new  after  long  years  in 
the  ministry,  as  a  successful  "  Merchant  of  rhetoric," 
to  use  his  own  expressive  phrase.  And  in  connection 
with  his  subsequent  ministry  in  America,  there  are 
two  incidents  at  least,  that  of  Dr.  Everett  Hale, 
the  younger,  a  prominent  Unitarian  professor,  and  Dr. 
Dwight  Hillis  who,  like  Dr.  Dawson  himself,  had  for 
years  sustained  a  successful  pastorate  in  Chicago  from 
which  he  was  called  to  fill  Henry  Ward  Beecher's  historic 
pulpit  in  Brooklyn,  where  he  had  been  for  some  years 
before  the  experience  came  to  him ;  both  of  whom  have 
entered  into  a  new  life  and  a  larger  and  more  powerful 
ministry  by  the  discovery  of  the  risen  Christ. 

This  suggests  my  closing  remark, — that  the  fact  of 
the  Resurrection  introduces  a  new  factor  into  all  right 
and  good  propagandist  work — especially  a  work  so 
personal  as  a  movement  for  peace,  by  supplying  personal 
leadership.  Organisation  cannot  take  the  place  of  that. 
Our  excellent  friend  and  ardent  peace  advocate,  the  late 
Jules  Simon,  just  before  his  death  expressed  himself 
with  a  most  pathetic  pessimism  about  the  world  he  was 
leaving,  because  it  lacked  "moral  leadership,"  which  he 
deemed  the  supreme  desideratum.  It  is  so,  notwithstand- 
ing the  fact  that  the  cry  nowadays  is  for  union,  organ- 
isation, centralisation  as  the  effective  means  of  reaching 
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the  goal.  The  longer  I  live,  and  the  more  experience  I 
get,  the  more  I  distrust  this  method  of  the  hour.  It  does 
for  great  movements  what  the  mihtary  machinery 
does,  sooner  or  later — generally  sooner — it  provides 
the  Dictator,  the  man  who,  moved  by  ambition  and  the 
love  of  power,  introduces  the  old  spirit  with  the  old 
method  and  the  invariable  result,  and  the  weaker  and 
more  ambitious  the  man,  the  greater  the  failure. 

This  result  is  always  the  most  disastrous  in  a  work 
which,  if  it  means  anything  at  all,  should  mean  service 
for  the  King,  and  the  following  of  His  personal 
leadership  with  loyalty  and  love.  But  it  must  be 
more  than  a  theory  or  a  sentiment,  or  it  cannot  be 
an  inspiration.  Here  is  a  new  chivalry,  but  obedience 
must  follow  love. 

"  He  that  hath  My  commandments  and  keepeth  them," 
He  said,  "he  it  is  that  loveth  Me,  and  he  that  loveth 
Me  shall  be  loved  of  My  Father,  and  I  will  love  him,  and 
will  manifest  Myself  to  him."  And  that  is  only  a 
variation  of  the  promise,  "  We  will  come  unto  him, 
and  make  our  abode  with  him." 

O  adorable  King  and  Lord,  Thou  great  Peacemaker; 
first  manifest  Thyself  to  us,  and  then  lead  on,^^and  we 
will  follow  Thee  whithersoever  Thou  goest. 
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